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THE 
PREFACE. 


"YH E various and different 
Report and Opinions of 
Aer concerning the Mine=- 
Adventure, are not unknown 
mm this part of the World, Some 
Perſons afferming that the Mines 
are not.worth the working : - that 
the Stock a all ſpent”; and that 
the Untertaking 3 _ di /- 
appointed's Others 
ing ELAPT Falfity of" | Alepa- 
trons run mto another Gerda 
ae = phe themſelves with ex= 
Az pettations 
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' peftations of a ſpeedy return of 
Mountains of 1 reaſure beyond 
all reaſon or poſſibility of obtain= 

ing in ſo ſhort a time, 

ng therefore jt ys conſuder= 
ed. that though the Mines them= 
ſelves, when brought to perfei= 
on, would: be the beſt and moi? 
proper Arpament to cexvince the 
former of their Error , yet the 
ble of this Diſeaurſ may 
be moit uſeful and convenient for 
the Latter, whoſe Intereſt ought 
not to be: nogletled as being true 
Friends.to the Undertaking. 

' And indeed, 'tis pity the: fair 
_— ſhould be impoſed up 

$tock»yobbing or defigumg 

Peyfous oh one /ule, = Jofell out 
to —_— or mo he w_ decerue 
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The Preface; 


himfelf with t00 great awld fpee= 


ay Expeftations of bringmg the 
Mines to the bigheft # aluation 


a8 the obey ſus, and fo' (at. any 
time) buy 660 dear. 

A prudent Moderation how 
tween two: Extreams #5 always 
belF. and iv bring Mento this 
F emiyer it the Aim and Intent 
of Communicating this following 
Difcourſe- ts Sy Worlt , 
whereby the meanett Capacities 
9 Proſons leaſt acqaian ed with 
Minerat Works ww better 
muderfland the Nate of this 
Uuterraking, ropor her 33th the 
Prefent S1ate'- and Comfieion of 
the Mines , - and confjequmntly 
make a better Fudoment of the 
dana of them: 
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The Preface: 

And that this is the proper 

T ime of giving an Account there= 
of, will plainly appear when it _« 
alſo conſidered, that, there is goed 
Reaſons given to induce any ra- 
tional Nas to believe, that it 
will not be very long before the 
Croſs=Drifts from the Le- 
vels will be carried home to. the 
great Vein,as well as:t6 all the 
reft . and then,as it will be. tos 
late to ſave thoſe Partners who 
ſhall be inveigled. to. ſell out. ta 
Diſadvantage for want of a true 
Information ; ſo it may not be fa 
well - 2 at that T ime toleſſen 
the high Expeftations of others, 
as it may be now, by Preparing 
them for it. | 

But befid des all this, it muſt 
be 


The. Preface.: 

be confeſſed,T hat it 6s. not with= 
out ſome Concern for the Honour 
of our Native Country, as well. 
as Admitation at ' the. Thing it 
ſelf, obſerved, that. any. a4 of 
Mankind can.read ver. the Liſt 
of the. Subſcribers -to.. the 
Mine-Adventure,: and.yet 
at the: ſame. time believe,that all 
thoſe: Noble Lords and Gentle 
Trans Biflps, apd, Divines, 
ſo many ingenious and induſtrious 
Merchauts' and Lawyers, Cand 
many of. them particularly. ac= 
quainted. with Mineral Works) 
ſhould all. engage in. oye Body, 
and with one Mnd,.in ſuch an 
Adventure, without .4 good 
Foundation for it. . 
A 4 And 
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=" MAvLarcfors- 5f\ voy 

OM BY /aRdk 10 qe <0; "uf oi 
the World ante 1th +34 
deptaRing ano wnihnfned, i 


Og oth b&-delayed ow any ao 
Ark 19h 2ff006 1h8 thing ie 


av ot Ber Fab fonts ihr [vine 
__ the Hblwnr Ind Reua- 
of the- — And 
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a2 pen 


iy [i fp Ne 


tangy OI Yrmb/y þ {that 

hen mY JANA av Py #ſe ts 
AP US "mp! beſt pat of 
kin wh! Wtetatt # fam 

wour able" Opinion of rhe Mines 
Adventttte® and: ihttever 
the Succeſs frat be, wilt be able 
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to juſtifie both. the Prudence and 
Wren bf all their Freinds 
wiba: have \engaged inthy-Urie 
deridking; with a gail & 
Berter "Reafos then | #leÞ" a 
Gmpany of; chants... 1D 
give -for freighting a Ship #0 
Sew: OF expetinrg 1t.F fafe *Rew 
Pin home, nd as for alt the 
ar 'of 0 our degenerate Race, that 
_ —_— ail. be 
to paſs by the Common 
on of _— on? of. "thoj 
pſele 7h Critic, F. pes 9h: - 


or Jome ſuch ke. 
Didici ille malodiacty & ego; con 
tEmnere, 


Poſt- 


Poſtſcript to.the Preface. | 


F any Perſons ſbals+ objet againfþ 
the: publiſhing ſo long # Diſcemſs 

on this Subje$, | they ave anſwered, by 
-= Intent thereof, which is fi ncerely 
ogood'to others,not to paitithe 
wh pplauſe* for-che thing ir'(elf; 
and to inform ſuch as are unacquaint- 
ed with Matters. of. this Nature, aud 
-_ gd Learned and Experienced . Ar- 
 *Apd for this Reaſon 'twas 'not 
whe convenient "io omit auy thing 
0 Abies orcafion that [might be ſerwice- 
able. to the meanef. Adventurer, the' 


i ut the Publiſher to the trouble of 


a I N'D EX on that Account, that 
any Perſon may readily turn to ſuch 
particular Matters as be conceives to 
be of. greateft Moment,without reading 
over the whole Diſcourſe. 
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A Short Abftrad of the preſent ſtate of the 
Mines, by order of the Committee, and 
therein ( amongſt other things) that My. Waller 
bad given «far and juſt Account 'of the Mines. 
That four Veins did appear to bear Oar at the 
Surface of the Ground, ſome nine Inches, and 
ſome a foot thick, and that the reſt were left 
wick and rich in Oar, as Mr.Waller had deſcri- 
ed : That they bad a good proſfef of a rich 
er Vein : That Curtis Dritt was carried 
bome to the Bogg-Veine,which ts four foot wide, 
and did ſet well,and widen downwards,and that 
Mr. Waller was raifing Oar there. That great 
Smelting and Refinins-Houſes , a Key, a Cmmal 
of Three hundred yards in length, a.Crane, 
and other Conveniencies were eretted.,afd made 
atNeath,without any project Charge tothe Com: 
pany. That they bad found by Experience, in 
large quantities, that the preſent Prof above 
all Charges from every Tun of Oar , was Five 
pounds and upwards : That the principal Stock 
zwas not leſſened above Two thouſand three hun: 
dred pounds neelve ſhillings and four pence >. 
That the Committee did believe they were enga- 
ged in a very profitable Undertaking , and that 
they had demonſtrated their Opinion by their 
Attions, 


INDEX 


Attions, baving purchaſed , fince the Drawing, 

ta the value of Eight bundred 
end fifty froc cfund in Blank Tickets, and alſo 
Two hundred forty two ſhares. See the Abſtratf. 
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a Revetend Daltor and ſrig al Lear 

ed Biftops and Divines came to be concerned in 

ths Undertain Inufulue; &c.10,11,26 
cerning the lawfulneſs Drawin 

Lots: That the beft - wa may be abufed t « A 

ny x es $44 and. when ſe fe, ought to be reputared 

proſed, Fur without the leaft' Reflrifon 

a GY 10N Ly, or of other, that were 

made uſe of 10 goed god parpoſ $,6,7,3,9 

That t F (a Mine- Irene was dawn _ 
greet exatineſs, 

That drawing of Lots in this purticatar Coe 
was abſolutely” neceſſary, ard alſo' contrived 
with a good fien, thereby to carve ot gm 

rity to the Por. 


A pleaſant Story of a Grand Marfhat 7 


France, who was niade Fadge of a great Pro: 
VINCE. 8 
An Account of the he to Charitable Ter, 
its Value, in whoſe' Dipoſitionit now lyes 1, an 
bow it ſtands | in ks ts the Poor of Bos 
rations. 01.13, fri $,24,25 
The Regs why this "Undire Rent is cnied 
" The Cons Per; ye * 16.48, 17,20,21 
nerd! Kale of Buying and Tt $4 
_ on the Exchange: . 
{7 Rul to walk. by (int bujing' an ling 
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effions ggainſt the Oar and Lead DR 

27 to 30 

Y the Nature and Uſe of Lytharge 30,32,32, 
34433 


Of Red Le 35 

Of the go ia Silver , and bow much may 
thereby be added every year ts the Navionat 
Stock in good Bullion. 36, 37,38,39,129,131 

A Secret in ſmelting of Lead .Ogr. 37 

That the Commitee are great — 
fance the drewing. 

Of the method of keeping the Bookwef S 
counts, and other Books relating to this Under 
taking 41 0 50 
Reader to prove the Sincerity of Mr. Waller. 

41,4243 


How the principal Stock flands upen the 
Books. 47 
The Reaſons why the Committge havs ngt yet 
—_ any Water. Engine in «baſe Warks. 
49,59,51,5 $454453 
1. Sayory's Fire-Engene, 4s # wery 
_ noention, and deſerves to be _ 
raged. 
Of Levels, Adits , and Soughe, the Natere 
ond Uſe of them explaingd tis Commun _— 
ties. $O,S1I 


. Of the manner of boring through hard Rocks. 


$52 
What is the longeſt time propoſed to =_ 
the Levels ro the _ Vain. - prope 


The 


INDEX. 
The Nation of Forty 'pottnds per Annum 
for every Share plain and ſet right. Page 
F 58,59 


What Profit may probably be expetted from 

this Undertaking, 6." in what fa me/ 4p K 

64,65,66,67 

That the'Gains will be greater or leſs in 

proportion to the hands that ſhall be employed. 
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5 
How many Men are, and may be employed. 


65,66,67,80,81 
How the Profit will encreafe every year, and 
ro what proportion. 63,64 


' That "twas never known in the County of 
Cardigan, that any Vein which bore Oar at the 
Surface, did ever - at any deepneſs ;, but on 
the contrary, the deeper the Vein, the richer the 
om” 71 
" How ſome Perſons might go down to the 
Mines, and be diſappointed of ſeeing the Oar 
> ve, at of ihr riches -and 

the Bogg-Vein, and of the richneſs an 
full diſcovery thereof. 72 
. Of the Copper Veins, and fair proſpett there- 


| 73 
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after the Levels are carried bome to the Veins, 
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* In what time every Adventurer may proba- 
bly be paid bis Principal and Imereſt. 76, 77s 
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of the term. Page 83,84,85,85 
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taking when the preſent term is expired. $6, 


87,91,92 
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88 70 91 

Of the A of Royal Mines, and the Advan« 
rage thereby tothe King and People. 93, 


' 94,95 
That Undertakings of this Nature — 
be encouraged by all good Men. 93, 95, 97,98, 


99,131,132 
The Recital of a Patent ow his Mary or 
the Encouragement of an Undertaking of this 
Nature. . 104,105 


How theſe Mines ( amongſt other things ) 
may conduce very much to make England gamer 
in the Ballance of Trade, with the Opinion of 
the Author of the Eſſay on Ways and Means 
upon theſe Mines, that the higheſt valuation is 


not improbable. 101,102,103,&c. 
That the Stock is Rept in Bank ſealed Bills 
at Intereſt. 110 


That the Tickets cre now of no uſe. 114 
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' How the Smeliing and Refining is. managed 
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That it 1s the Intereſt of England to encow- 
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Familiar Diſcourſe, 
OR 


DIALOGUE, 


BETWEEN 


Two Noble Lords, a Learned 
DoQor of Divinity, and an 
Eminent Merchant of London , 
concerning the Mine-Adwentxre. 


Lord A. \ A 7 Hat Paper is this? Ar Ab- 

ſtrat ” of the preſent ſtate 
of the Mines ! 1 Þ ater that Undertaking 
had been given for loſt. 

Lord B. Really fo did I, my Lord-— 
Pray what account does that Paper pre- 
tend to give of it ? - 

B La. 4. 


2 A Familiar Diſcourſe 


Ld. A.If your Lordſhip pleaſes le run 
it over. 

[4d. B. If it be not too much trouble 
to your Lordſhip. 

£4. 4. No, my Lord. 

[Ld. A. Reads over the Abſtrad.] 

Ld. B. On my word, this is a very ma- 
terial Paper. F know ſeveral of the Gen- 
tlemen of that. Committee very well;they 
are Men of undoubted Credit and Re- 
putation ; Certainly - they would not 
print and publiſh any thing that was not 
really true. I am ſurprized,to ſge (ach a 
Paper. — hproteſt I have heardithis Un- 
dertaking fo ridiculed by the Wits of the 
Town, that I could not, imagine there 
was any thing in it. 

£4. 4. Truly, my Lord, I ſhould: not 
have credited, exen-this Pager-,, but- that 
your Lordſhip gives ſo gogd a Charatter 
of the Committee. But though your 
Lordſhip knows them to be honeſt Gen- 
tlemen, are they Men of Skill and Judg- 
ment in Mineral Works ? 

Ld. B. Fhey. are not only, Perſons ofi 
great Honeſty, and not-to be byaſs'd by 
any. manner. of. Influence, but. ſome.of 
them have a conſiderable Eſtate in Mine- 
ral- Works , which. they do manage to 
good Profit and: Advantage. And there- 
fore I don't know any Perſons: more ca- 


pable 
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able in every reſpect to make a right 

udgment of theſe Mines than they. And 
then I am ſure, they are as careful of 
their Reputation , and as cautious and 
wary of diſpoſing their Money in any un- 
profitable Adventure as any Perſons what- 
{oever. 

Ld. 4. Then ſome Men are (trangely 
miſtaken about this Undertaking. Real- 
ly my Lord, this Paper, and your Lord- 
ſhips Character of the Committee, makes 
me defirous to be fully informed of the 
Nature of this Adventurez perhaps it 
may be worth our Enquiry at this time, 
before it is better underſtood. 

Ld. B. It may ſo. —O here is a Gen- 
tleman coming in, who is an Eminent 
Merchant, and ten to one bat he knows 
more of the matter. 

Merchant. Of what my Lord ? 

I 4d. 4. Of the Mine-Adventure. 

Merch. 1 know ſo much of it , my 
Lord,that I am in Five hundred pounds ; 
and here is a Reverend Divine who never 
was engaged in any thing of this nature 
before, who has alſo ventured his Money: 
as well as I. 

Ld. B. Nay,if the Merchants and Cler- 
gy agree together in a Venture, it muſt 
needs be ſucceſsful. But I cannot well 
conceive how this Reverend DoCtor came 

B 2 te 
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to be engaged in (uch a Venture on 
Mines. 

DeoFor. My Lord, if I have erred in 
this Particular , I am ſorry for it ; but I 
muit beg leave to afſfure your Lordſhip, 
that it was not out of greedy Lucre of 
Gain, or of a Fortunate Lot, but ſome 
other Reaſons that prevailed with me, 
which perhapsmay have very little weight 
or Credit with many other Perſons, and 
therefore I ſha}l not trouble your Lord- 
ſhip wich them. 

£4. B. 1 ſhall not preſs any thing con- 
trary to your Inclinations, Sir : But it 1 
may be free on this occaſion, I confeſs, 
that if I were to venture my Money in a 
Lottery, it ſhould be in hopes of a For- 
tunate Lot. 

Dr. 1 don't ſay, my Lord, but that a 
Fortunate [ot is a very acceptable thing ; 
but yet if I had been ſure to have had 
none, I would have ventured in this as 
much as I did. 

[.4. A. 1 never knew a Perſon of your 
Coat (o fond of a Lottery before ; I hope 
you'l pardon me, Sir, that I am ſo free 
with you, for it is your own' Diſcourſe 
that 1s the cauſe of it, which to:me ſeems 
really to want an Interpreter, | 

Dr. My Lord, you have put ſo hard 
vpon me, that your Lordſhip now torces 

me 
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me to ſay ſomething more than I intend» 
ed. My Lord, I am not fond of that 
thing called a Lottery in general ; but 
on the contrary, am very glad that all * 
common Gaming Lotteries are ſuppreſſed, 
But I hnmbly conceive=—— 

Merch. My Lord, The drawing of Lots 
(with ſubmiſſion) is not Malurr iz ſe,nor 
any ways Scandalous in its own Nature ; 
or elle your Lordſhip would never have 
concurred to introduce the Precedent of 
the Million Lottery. That which was con- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom of the King, 
Lords, and Commons afſembled in Par- 
liament, can never bear a Refleftion on 
the Wiidom of a private Perſon, 

Ld.B. What you ſay 1s true. Neither 
are we angry at the thing it ſelf , as you 
may obſerve by the Favour ſhewed to the 
(Ireemwich- Hoſpital Adventure ; but Lot- 
teries have been generally abuſed ſince that 
time 10 i111 purpoſes, and many of them 
not fairly drawn. 

Merch, There are many other things 
that have been abuſed to ill purpoſes, as 
well as the Drawing of Lots; as togive 
your Lordſhip one Inſtance for all : What 
does your Lordſhip think of the Law of 
England? Has not that Law , the beſt 
Law in the World, been abuſed to ill pur- 
roſes ? And what Anſwer is made to that 

B 3 Ob» 
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Objeftion but this > That in ſuch Caſes 
it is vitium hominis, non profeſſuonjs ;, and 
there its agreed that ſuch Abuſes by Men 
ought to be reſtrained and regulated, but 
without the leaſt Refleftion, nay indeed 
with a tacit Commendation of thoſe 
that make a right uſe of the Law, that do 
att fairly, and have the Right on their 
fide. And this I conceive to be our 
Caſe. 

[ 4d. B. You ſay well, if your Lottery 
was fairly drawn to the Satisfattion of all 
Perſons concerned,and not abuſed to any 
11] purpoſe ? 

Merch. My Lord, as to the fairneſs of 
Drawing, IT muſt beg leave to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that the Mine- Adventure 
is allowed to exceed all, ( and with due 
ſubmiflion be it ſpoken) even the Million 
Lottery it ſelf. For though ( without 
doubt) the Million Lottery, and many 0- 
thers) were very fairly drawn, yet the 
AMine- Adventure Tickets being Subſcribed 
with the Parties own Hand-writing (which 
no others were) did not only prevent 
Fraud, but all Miſtakes which often ha 
pened when the Party depended on the 
Number of the Tickets only ! But here 
the Names of the Adventurers being read 
as well as the Nymbers of the Tickets, 
and Regiltred by two Clerks on Oath, - 

-_ > 
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well Blanks 4s Prizes, one corre&ed the 
other.that if the number of the Ticket was 
miſtaken, as it often happen'd, in printing, 
reading , Or entring, yet the Name of the 
Adventurer writ thereon was always 
right, and could not be miſtaken, and 
certainly nothing in nature could be more 
fair 3 and indeed all Perſons concerned 
have ſo acknowled'd. 

Ld. 4. That was exceeding fair indeed, 
and beyond all manner of Exception. 
But what ſay you to the other part of my 
Lord's Objettion, Was not the Drawing 
of Lots in this Caſe abuſed to 111 purpo- 
ſes. 

Merch. My Lord, with ſubmiſſion I 
conceive, if ever the Drawing of Lots was 
allowable, it was in this Caſe : For this 
was not in the nature of a common Ga- 
ming Lottery, where the Undertaker was 
to have ſo much per Cent. cut of the Mo- 
ney adventured , fince no Perſon gained 
a Farthing by this Adventnre tore than 
another, unlefs by having better Fortune. 
But ſever] Gentlemen being concerned as 
Parttters in a Mine , and being entangled 
with many Difficulties and Law-ſtits,and 
knowing no other wy to reconcile their 
Differences , did agree together to the 
Drawing of Lots. This was — 

y 


not Choice, and feems to be jaſtiffed 
B 4 th2 
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the Common Law of Ezgland, where one 
of the Ancient Diviſions by Daughters 
and Heirs, as Copartners, is by Drawing 
of Lots. And this puts me in mind of a 
pleaſant Story I have heard of a Grand 
Marſhal of France, who upon the Con- 
cluſion of the War, obtained to be a 
Judge of a certain Province, where he 
behaved himſelf very well ; and being 
commanded by the King :to give an Ac- 
count how he was able to manage and 
give Satisfaction to ſo great a Province, 
being not bred up to the Law. He con- 
feſſed and declared, that there were three 
ſorts of Cauſes that came before him : 
Some were ſo plain and evident , that 
any Man on hearing Counſel on both 
Iides, might eafily determine them. Q- 
thers being more diffcult, and a little a- 
bove his Martial Underſtanding, he took 
time to conſider of; and after ſome 
Converſation with the Advocates on 
both ſides, he diſcovered who had the 
Right in ſuch Cauſes. But there were 0- 
thers, ſo very Nice and Difficult, that 
though he took a long time to conſider 
of them, and his Bottles of Hermitage 
and Flasks of Champagn flew about like 
Lightning amongſt the Advacates, yet 
he could never get the Counſel on either 
ideto yield , but they ſtill _—_— 
| eal. 
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Zeal, (in private as well as publick) for 
their reſpeCtiveClients. Well,lays the King, 
and what did you do then ? The Marſhal 
was very unwilling, yet being forced to 
it, did confeſs that he had no other way 
jn that Caſe, but to retire into his Cloſer, 
and to throw Dice fairly on the Drum- 
head , Now for the Plaintiff, Now for the 
Defendant. On my word (laysthe King) 
Thou art the moſt juſt Judgel have in all 
my Dominions ; Go on and proſper. 

So theſe Gentlemen being engaged in a 
very difficult Cauſe, and fearing their 
Leaſe of the Mines would expire before 
their Suit in Chancery would be ended , 
(the Counſel on both fides being very po- 
ſitive in their Opinion for their reſpective 
Clients ;)) they thought fit to ſubmit to 
the Drawing of Lots, as bezng the only 
way left to raile a Stock, Feconcile all 
Differences, and ſet the Mines on work. 
And is there any hurt in all this ? 

Ld. B. No certainly ; all Mankind 
muſt allow that the Drawing of Lots in 
ſuch a Caſe was very allowable. But ſtil] 
I would tain know the ReverendDottor's 
Reaſons for his great Zeal in this matter z 
tor we have interrupted his Diſcourſe all 
this while. 


Dr. 
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Dr. My Lord, this worthy Gentleman 
has prevented a great part of my Defence, 
and in much more diverting Terms than 
I could pretend to. But yet, my Lord, 
I muſt (till own, I had other Reaſons for 
my Engaging in this Aﬀair, But 

Ld. 4. Nay, Pray go on Sir. 

Dr. My Lord , I muſt then declare, 
that I was not only fatisfied that the 
Drawing of Lots was lawful, ſince we 
find in Sacred Writ, that Joſha divided 
the Land to the Children of Iſrael! by 
Caſting of Lots; and that Lots were 
drawn in the Choice of an Apoſtle ; and 
alſo that it was abſolutely neceſſary in this 
Caſe, for the Reaſons aforeſaid. But Iwas 
farther ſatisfied, that thisLottery was at firſt 
contrived with a very good Deſign , not 
only to Reconcile all Differences amongſt 
the Partners, and ſet on work fo great a 
Mine for the Publick Good, and employ 
great Numbers of poor Workmen, their 
Wives and Children ; but alſo thereby 
to enable the firſt Contriver thereof to 
Carve out of the Mines a very Great and 
Noble Share for Charitable Ufes, which 
eould not in all probability have been ob- 
tained by any other means. This , my 
Lord, was the Reaſon that induced me 
to engage in this Undertaking : For be- 
ing informed, that this yery thing on 

tne 
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the Occaſion that many Perſons refuſed 
to be concerned in it, pretending that the 
Undertaking was entangled ( as they cal- 
led it) with ſo great a Charity, I thought 
it became every good Man to give a help- 
ing Hand to it, not only to bring this 
articular Undertaking to good Effeft, 
but by the Succeſs of this, to encourage 
all other Perſons concerned in Mineral 
Works, to follow ſo good an Example z 
and to ſet apart ſome Share of the Pro- 
fits thereof to Charitable Uſes, if it were 
only to the Relief of ſuch poor Miners, 
their Wives and Children, as may in time 
ſtand in need thereof. And fince, my 
Lord, all this Good may be done, with- 
out being one of the Committee for the 
Management of the Mines, or being inter- 
rupted from the Duty of our Function 
by any Temporal Care or Concern in this 
Aﬀair, I humbly hope that none of my 
Coat have any reaſon to be aſhamed of 
promoting ſo good an Undertaking. 

[4. B. I proteſt, Doftor, I mult beg 
your pardon, I am much a Stranger tq 
this Matter : Pray, Sir, what is this Cha- 
rity ? | 

Dr. My Lord, there is a Twelfth part 
of the Profies of all theſe Mines appro- 
propriated to Charitable Uſes, which I 
take to be a competent Share thereof, and 

being 
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being placed in good Hands,may conduce 
very much to the promoting of many 
Great and Noble Deſigns in the World ; 
As for the Augmentation of poor Vica- 
ridges in Wales; for the Aſſiſtance and 
Encouragement of ſuch Perſons as ſhall 
Endeavour the Converſion of Infidels in 
the Indies; for Relief of Greenwich and 
other Hoſpitals ; of poor Miners and La- 
bourers at the Works, their Wives and 
Children , and in time, of other poor 
People in moſt of the Great Corporations 
in the Kingdom. 

L4d.4.The Deſign is very good indeed; 
but I ſeldom knew a Charity in the Hands 
of a Company, ever —_— 

Dr.But this is in the Diſpoſition of one 
fingle Perſon. 

74 A. And ten to one , but that ſingle 
Perſon will put it all in his own Pock- 
er. 
Dr. No, my Lord ; Though it 1s a 
hard Task to undertake for another in this 
wicked Age ; yet I dare venture to un- 
dertake, that this Charity ſhall be appli- 
ed to the beſt Uſes. But in caſe of any 
Abuſe or NegleCt therein, ( if any ſuch 
thing ſhould ever happen, ) your Lord- 
{hip knows that we can by a Commiſſion 
of Charitable Uſes, compel a due Execu- 
tion of this Truſt, and a proper Appli- 

| cation 
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cation thereof to thoſe Charitable Uſes it 
was deſigned. 

£4. 4. You may ſo : But if I am not 
miſtaken, there was ſome mention made 
of a Gift in Tickets to the Poor of ſeve- 
ral Corporations ; How does that Matter 
ſtand now ? Had any of them Good 
Fortune ? 

Dr. My Lord , that Caſe ſtands thus : 
Sir H. M. having purchaſed a Power in 
the Settlement for that purpoſe, did at 
firſt intend to give Two hundred pounds 
in Tickets to the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor of London , and the Court 
of Aldermen, towards the Relief of the 
Poor of the City of London; and One 
hundred pounds in Tickets to the Poor 
of Briſtol and Tork, and fo proportiona- 
bly to the Poor of other Corporations, 
as far as Ten thouſand pounds; and that 
the Magiſtrates of ſuch reſpeCtive Corpo- 
rations ſhould draw Lots, for and on the 
behalf of their reſpeCtive Poor, as other 
Perſons did for themſelves ; whereby it 
might have happen'd that ſeveral Corpo- 
rations might have been ſo Fortunate, as 
to have got ſuch a ſhare in the Mines, as 
would have diſcharged them of the whole 
Burthen of the Poors Tax. But that is 
now alterd. 


L4.B. 
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L4d. B. Truly Dofor, I think it was 
= well intended; How came it. to 
paſs that ſo'good a Deſign was alter'd > 

Dr. My Lord, the old Partners, who 
had an Eleftion , whether they would 
take Money for their Shares, or Subſcribe 
to this New Undertaking , being appre- 


henſive that by ſuch a Diſpoſition , all 


thoſe Corporations would have an Inter- 
eſt in the- Government and Management 
of the Mines ; and not knowing what 


might be the” Conſequence of ſuch a- 


thing:, did' abſolutely refuſe to Sub- 
ſcribe-to- the Mire- Adventure, unleſs. Sir 


H! M:' would alter that Deſign; and: 


thereupon after many long, Debates about 
it, and Conſultation had with ſome 
Learned Idivines, it was agreed, That in- 
{ſtead of Terr thouſand' pounds: in Tick- 
ets; the Poor ſhall have a Twelfth part 
of* the Profits'of all theſe Mines, clear of 
all manner of Charges ; and that the 


ſarrre” ſhall be diſpoſed by Sir H. M. to: 


{ach Perſon and Perſons,and for ſuch-pi- 
ousand"charitable Uſes, and in ſuch Pro. 
portion;,. Manner, and Form as he ſhall 
ttink'fir: And, it now ſtanding thus, 
| dotibt not but'Sir.H. M. will -in duetime 
be- mindful of the Poor of thoſe Corpo- 
rations accordingly. 


Ld. B. 
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Ld. B. Then it is in Effect the ſame 
thing as it was before, only the Charity 
is changed from a Caſual Profit to an 
Annual ſtanding Revenue for the Poor, 
which I think is much more equal : But 
pray, Sir, is there any thing yet given to 
Charitable Uſes? 

Dr. My Lord, we muſt not expe& 
that a Child ſhould ſpeak, as ſoon as it is 
born. 

Merch. But if I am not miſ-informed, 
there is a School. ereCted: on this account 
already in Wales. 

Dr. There is ſo ; but that is but a 
ſmall Matter, ere&ted on the Credit of 
this Undertaking : I hope in due time to 
ſee great Things accompliſhed by the Aid 
of this Charity. 

Ld. A. If there be ſo much good de- 
ſigned as. you expreſs, I admire this Un- 
dertaking ſhould be cried down as it is, 
by ſome Perſons. 

Merch. My Lord, The Reaſon of that 
may.be, for that of late Years, there hath 
been ſeveral Projects ſet on foot, which 
have either.proved unſucceſsful, or which 
1s worſe, meer Cheats, and the generali- 
ty of Mankind; ſeldom Enquire into the- 
Merits of a Cauſe, but argue, from-what 
has been in another Cauſe,to what may be 


in this, 
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L4.B. But that is not fairArguing, for 
every Cauſe (ſtands upon its own Bottom. 
If the Judges of the Land ſhould follow 
that method, without making DiſtinCi- 
ons, they would make mad work in Weſt- 
minſter- Hall. | 

Merch. True, my Lord ; but they are 
too wiſe to fall into ſuch an Error. We 
are ſpeaking of another ſort of People, 
who never allow themſelves time to con- 
ſider any thing, much Tels to make any 
Differences or Diſtinftionsz and Man- 
kind being naturally inclin'd to Satyr and 
Envy, one maliciqus or deſigning Perſon 
ſha!l ſpread a falſe Report in Town, 
which will ſoon be believed by a thou- 
ſand ſuch Inconfiderate Perſons , with- 
out the leaſt Enquiry into the Trath*of 
the Fatt. | 

L4. A. But why ſhould any Man ſpeak 
at all againſt an Undertaking, wherein 
ſo much Good is deſigned ; for if it be 
{o fair and charitable, as is repreſented, 
it ſeems to me to deſerve Encouragement 
by all Mankind. 

Merch. My Lord, there is no Underta- 
king ſo Good, fo Charitable, or Advan- 
tagious to the Publick , but ſome private 
Perſons may be prejudiced by it ; and in 
this Caſe it's certain there are a great ma- 


ny Perſons, who think themſelves very 
much 


 . 
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much concerned in Intereſt againſt this 


Undertaking ; but I torbear to name any, 
becauſe I conceive they are under a Mi- 
ſtake, and; I. will not make the Difference 
wider than it-is. I hope alittle time will 
open their Eyes,and diſpel all thoſe dark 
Clouds of Ignorance and Self-intereſt. 
L4d. 4. But may not there be another 
Reaſon for ſpeaking againſt this Under- 


taking 2 Do you Merchants always ſpeak 


as you think in theſe Caſes ? 
Merch; My Lord, we oughtto do ſo; 
but I confeſs T cannot ſay we always do 


what we ought. But is there any great 


hurt in this? to buy when a Commodity 
1s cheap, and ſell when it is dear. 

£4. A. No, Sir; If you don't uſe ſome 
indire& means at that time to make it 
cheapor dear. 

erch. My Lord, The fair Merchant 

never does any ſuch thing 3 But I confeſs 
it is often done to our Hands by other 
Perſons, and we take the Advantage of 
if. 

L4d. 4. Pray give me a Rule to go by 
in theſe Caſes. | 

Merch. My Lord, it is hard. to make a 
Man of Honour and Pleaſure a Man of 
Buſineſs : I hope your Lordſhip will par- . 
don this Freedom ; for all our General 
Rules have Exceptions; -I may give a 
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ood Rule, and yet your Lordſhip may 
miſtaken , and then EI ſhall be bla- 
med. | 

Ld. 4. No, good Sir, it it is better to 
walk by ſome Rule than none at alt: 
Give me your General Rule; and if I 
don't apply it welt, let the Fault lye at 
my door. | | 

Merch. Why; then my Lord, the Ge- 
neral Rule that-all old Merchants on the 
Exchange do take , is this 3 Firſt they 
obſerve whether a New Undertaking be 
founded on a real Subſtantial Thing, or 
on a meer Notion ; iff the Project be on 
 Notionatl;they feldom venture ; and thoſe 
that do, feldom- ficceed. But :if there 
be a Staple, or ' other rea} Subſtantial 
Commodity tn the Caſe, andthe Under- 
taking is brought to bear, then they 
watch the firſt Opportunity when it is 
cried down, and' buy in; and when all 
the World is mad, and run 'it up into a- 
nother Extream, then they ſell out, and 
ſo take the next Opportunity to buy in 
cheap again. 

L4. 4. O, is that your way of Deal- 
ing 2 Now we at the other end of the 
Town do think, that when a Stock be. 
gins to fall, then the Undertaking falls 
too 3; but when the Stock riſes, then it is 
a good Thing and we lay ont our Money 
in it. Merch. 
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| Merch. But we generally think other- 
wile : For nothing is more common, than 
for the ſame Man to fell a' few Shares 
cheap, in order to buy in a great many 
more at the fame price. And ſo on the 
contrary, ſeveral Perſons: will Combine 
together to buy a few Shares at a high 
price, when they really intend to (ell one. 
-. £4. 4. This is a pretty Trade indeed. 
How ſhall a Man do at this rate to be at 
any certainty ? 

"Merch. Every Perſon has a very plain 
Rule to walk by in this Caſe, if he will 
but take the trouble to follow it. 

Ld. 4. Pray Sir what is that 2, I dare 
fay every Perſon will follow a Rule that 
1s for his Advantage. 

Merch. Really,my Lord, a Mao would 
think fo : But yet there are ſome Perſons 
that are either ſo very full of Buſineſs, 
ar very Lazy, that rhey will rather rake 
things as they find them on the Exchange, 
then go as far as Lincolns-Inn to know 
the Truth. 

Ld. 4. How canthey know the Truth 
at Lincolrs-Inn more than at the Ex- 


—_ 

rch. My Lord, at the Office in Lir- 

colns-Inn, every Perſon may ſee the Ori- 

ginal Letters = the Othcers at the 

Mines to the Committee , who mutt take 
C 2 care 
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care that they write nothing-but the truth 
on the peril of their places. ' And there 
they may alſo ſee the Orders and Procee- 
ings of the Committee, - and thereby give 
a great gueſs at their "Opinion of «the 
Mines, -and: how the Stock oy all other 
Matters ſtand iwith them:/ i! 9: 

Ld. A. Phis'is indies': Bur 1 did 
not imagitie that any fuch-Iiberty was gi- 
ven; for few other Companies ity Enylionil 
give ſuch a Liberty. * 7401; 

Meriþ/Tru&'tny Lofd : Forimany other 
Companies -perhaps ſub(ft upon Credit”, 
but this upoh a tubtanatat Foundationgthe 
leſs oth&rs:'and the more 'weare under- 
ſood,the greater elteem on be had both 
for them and us. - 

£4. A; *Fruly; Sir, his] is great pfoof 
of what"you obſerve. But: why dofome 
Perſons in'that -partof the World where 
the Mines lye E,* you _—_ this ip 
king? © i 

Merch: Tam one of. chat Country my 
ſelf. and your Lordſhip hears that I ſpeak 
well of it,”and ſo do'a great many more 
very worthy: Gentlemen in. that Neigh- 
bourhood, and many of them are Part- 
ners with'us: But,my Lord, to tell you 
the erath, 'we” have: the fame common 
Frailties-among(t us inithat part .of the 


Worle'that = have.rimvehis ; and there 
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are Parties and Factions there, as well as 
here, and we ſpeak according to the Par- 
ty we eſpouſe, or the Intereſt, we are en- 
gaged in ;, but - this never does no hurt 
amongſt us; for we know. one anothers 
Humours, and theretore never mind what 
either Party, ſays, but enquire into the 
truth of the Fact, and (tick to that. 

L4d.B.I think. you have ſaid very well ; 
for no Man can tell what private Animo- 
ſities, Envies, Contentions, and ſeparate 
Intereſts there are in the World. You 
can't move for a Bill to make a River 
Navigable, which a Man would think 
ſhould generally be eſteemed a good Un- 
dertaking, but you'l find as many Petiti- 
ons againſt the Bill , as. for it ; and fo 
perhaps my Friead hath a Mine in the 
next County, which he would have to 
be richer than this. So many Men, fo 
many Minds; and for ought I know ſo 
many Intereſts too : Betides , ſome Men 
want. Underſtanding, eſpecially 1n Mine- 
ral. Works; ſome want Vioney ; but none 
want a Natural laclination to be Cenſori- 
ous in no part of tne World, : Therefore 
he that can't judge for himſelf upon a 
better Foundation than Hearlay and Re- 
port , is.not fit to engage in Mineral 
Works,.:;:'. -. 


Co 
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IA.41think ſo too.But I pray,DoG@or, 
what is your Opinion in this Matter > 

Dy. IT have heard ſeveral good Rea- 
ſons given , why Men ſpeak againſt this 
Undertaking ; Becauſe it is their private 
Intereſt, or Policy to do fo ; or becauſe 
they don't underſtand any thing of the 
Matter , and being prepoſſefled with an 
111 Opinion of all Things that look like 
Projefs, will not give themſelves the 
trouble to diſtinguiſh, or to be better in- 
formed. But yet I fancy there may be 
another Reaſon aſligned, why one«ort 
of Men ſpend their Wit upon it. 

Ld. B. Pray Doftor, what is that ? 

Dr. My Lord , 'tis a little out of the 
common way of Reaſoning ; and I can- 
not tell whether it may be ſo proper at 
this time. 

Ld. 4. Pray Doctor , be free ; Let us 
have your Opinion without any re- 
ſerve, 

Dr. My Lord, ſince you command it, 
T will be free. And firſt, I muſt obſerve 
to your Lordſhip, that all the World is 
divided into two Parties, The good and 
the bad ; not but that the beſt Men have 
ſome Failings, and the worſt Men fome 
good Qualities : But I mean by this di- 
ſtinftion, that the World is divided into 


Men who are chiefly governed by the 
Sug- 
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Suggeſtions and Influences of a good Spi- 
rit, and Men who are governed by thoſe 
of anevil one. 

Z4. B. What then, what do you infer 
from thence ? 

Dy. My Lord,I infer thus much ; that 
as there is in every Man , (who is a little 
World within himſelf ) an Inteſtine War 
between the Fleſh and the Spirit ; the one 
inclining him to do good, and the other 


to do evil ; ſo there is in the great World 


a perpetual War and Oppoſition between 
thoſe two Parties above-mentioned. 

Ld. 4. But pray, Doctor, what's all 
this to the Oppoſition that is made to the 
Mine- Adventure 2 

Dr. My Lord,I acquainted your Lord- 
ſhip, that my preſent Conception was a 
little out of the common Road of Rea- 
ſon, and am afraid | ſhall tire your Pati- 
ence. 

L4d. B. No ; pray DoCtor go on. 

Dr. My Inference then ( in ſhort) is 
no more but this, That if this Adven- 
ture be well defigned ; if ſo noble a Cha- 
rity is well intended, and likely to 
take effe&, as I verily believe it will ; 
'tis no wonder that one of thoſe Parties 
ſhould violently oppoſe it; for the 
Prince of this World has an abſolute 
power over his Subjedts ; and though 

C 4 wicked 
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wicked Men think themſelves. free, yet 
they are really meer Slaves: They have 
liſted themſelves as his Soldiers, and ſo 
long as they continue in his Service,they 
mult fight his Battles whether : they will 
or no. A Government by an Earthly 
Prince is outward and viſible ; but a Go- 
vernment by a Spirit is inward and invi- 
ſible,and yet the latter is gnuch more pow- 
ertal ; for the former only governs the 
outward Man, but the latter the very 
Heart and Aﬀections ; and certainly who- 
ever governs the Thoughts of a Man,and 
his very Heart and Aﬀections, governs the 
Man himſelf. 

[ 4d. 4. That is certain indeed. But do 
you really believe that this Charity will 
prove ſo conſiderable a thing. 

Dr. My Lord, Ile ſuppoſe that theſe 
Mines ſhould not come near the valua- 
tion made by the Steward, Ile go as low 
as ever ] heard any Perſon, and ſuppoſe 
that the Mines ſhould not yield above a 
fourteenth part ot the Steward's Calcula- 
tion,which no Man of ſenſe ever doubted, 
yet even in that Caſe there would be a 
thouſand pounds a Year to Charitable 
Uſes, my Lord, this ſeems no contemp- 
tible thing ; ſuch a Sum well applied e- 
very year, may contribute to dono ſmall 


ood in the World. | 
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' £d. B. It is not to be deſpiſed in- 
deed. | 

- - Dr, But then my Lord,give me leave to 
ſuppoſe on the other hand, what I hope this 
Gentleman will beable to prove, That it is 
aot impoſhible, but-that the Mines in time 
may an{wer even theSteward's higheſtCal- 
culation ;- and if that ſhould happen , 
there would be above Twelve thouſand 
pounds every Year applied to Charitable 
Liſes. What a noble Thing would this 
be! Onght not ſuch a Deſign to be en- 
couraged ? or at leaſt entertained in the 
World with favourable Thoughts. A 


.good Man would not raſhly condemn 


any thing of this Nature, but would at 
leaſt ſuſpend his Judgment for a ſeaſon, 
concluding with himſelf , that. if this 
thing were a Cheat, two or three Years 
time would fully diſcover it ; but if it be a 
gopd thing , why ſhould we raſhly and 
haſtily engage againſt it ? 

Ld. B. Truly Doctor, you have ſaid a 
great-deal in this Matter , which deſerves 
to be! conſidered 5 and I confteis I am fo 
far convinced, that I can ſee no reaſon 
to. judge but that. the Mine-Adventure 
may be a profitable and good. Underta- 
king; notwithſtanding the Oppoſition it 
has met with by ſome Perſons in the 
World. Thus much 1 can -ſay _ 

at 
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That in the little Experience T have had, 
I generally found, rhat the beſt Deſigns 
have met with the greateſt Oppoſition ; 
but T confeſs , I could never give any 
good Reaſon for it before. 

£4. 4. This Diſcourſe has really ex- 
plain'd a great Myſtery to me, for 1 con- 
teſs, I could not underſtand why ſo ma- 
ny Reverend Fathers and Doctors of the 
Church had engaged in this Adventure ; 
nor why the Undertaking it ſelf was fo 
much cried down by ſome Perſons ? But 
now I am ſatisfied. 

Dr. My Lord, I muſt beg leave to 
add this one thing more 3 That though 
this Undertaking be ſo much cried down 
by one Party , yet it is as much cried up 
by the other, and I hope with much bet- 
ter Reaſon. 

Ld. B. Truly I begin to be of that O- 
pinion. But pray Doctor, give me leave 
to be a little more inquiſitive in the Mat- 
ter of the Mines. 

Dr. My Lord , I don't pretend to 
underſtand any thing of Mines ; I have 
only preſum'd to lay before your Lordfhip 
the Reaſons that induced me to be con- 
cern'd in them; I really believe that this 
is an honeſt Ondertaking,and well deſign'd ; 
but I muſt leave the reſt to this worthy 
Gentleman, who may perhaps be capable 

to 
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to anſwer your Lordſhips farther Enqui- 
ries. 

Merch. My Lord,I muſt confeſs I have 
taken ſome pains to be rightly inform'd in 
this Matter, as became me to do, and as 
far as my Capacity extends, ſhall be ready 
to give your Lordſhip any farther Satis- 
faction. 

Ld. B. 1 have heard that though you 
may raiſe great quantities of Oar, yet 
your Oar is fo very hard and poor, that 
it will turn to no Profit , the Charges of 
Smelting is ſo great, and the yield of the 
Oar (o little. 

Merch. "That Objeftion was formerly 
made, but is long fince vaniſhed ; ever 
ſince the ſeveral ſorts of Oar were tried 

ublickly in Stationers- Hall, at a General 

ecting of the Partners ; which was 
done with that ExaCtneſs, as gave every 
Perſon entire Satisfaftion, and I thought 
'twas impoſitble for that ObjeCtion ever 
to be ſtarted again. 

TA.B. I beg your pardon, Sir, I did 
= hear what produce thoſe Trials yield- 


Merch. The three ſeveral forts of Oar 
were brought intothe Hall ina Trunk, with 
Partitions ; and the Oars were firſt tried 
feverally by themſelves, and afterwards 


jointly together ; and the pooreſt Oar 
yield- 
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yielded abouttwo Thirds in Lead ,. and 
the beſt about three Fourths. I deſire 
any Perſon to ſhew a large: Vein richer 
than this in England. .. ,..,-. - 4. 
Ld. B. But how did it; appear that the 
Oar tried in Stationers-Hall,, was the Oar 
from thoſe Mines ? - .,,,; ; - | 
Merch. The Adventurers ſent for a 
Ship-loading ot Lead and, Oar, on pur- 
pole to have. a tair Trial in large Quan- 
tities, that they might be at a certainty in 
this Particular, and the Workmen below 
made Aﬀdavit, That the Lead and Oar 
put on Board the Ship called the Bro- 
thers Deſire, Thomas Friend Maſter, at 
Aberdavoy, was the Produce of the Mines 
of Bwlch-Tr-Eskyr-byr ; and the (aid Ma- 
iter made Afidavit that he brought. the 
ſame Oar to the Port of Londoz ; and the 
Maſter of the Wharf there-proved, that 
he took that very Oar .out of the ſaid 
Veſſel, and brought it to the ſaid Hall, 
where it was immediately tried. 
Ld. B. That was exceeding fair and 
full proof indeed. | - 
erch. But beſides, the Committee 
have anſwered that Objection very fully 
in their printed State of. the Mines ; for 
there they acquaint us that.they make five 
pounds and upwards of: every Tun of 
Oar,one with another,and in large quan- 
tities, 
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tities, oyer and above all manner of Char- 
ges whatſoever ; which think,my Lord, 
is a very great Profit,arid the fineſt Trade 
in the World.-if the Mines hold. ' 
"Ld4.A.L confeſs I think it is aprodigious 
Profit:But are you ſure they don't miſtake? 
.'- Merch; No, my Lord, I have ſeen the 
"Trials, and' the Original Entries in their 
Books at large ;- and I am' fatisfied that 
the clear: Profits at preſent, ' is aboye Six 
pounds'pey Tur, but I commend the Coni- 
mittee toſet it down very cautiouſly , for 
fear any':Accident ſhould? happen here- 
after', bythe fall of the - Price-of- Lead, 
or of Lytharge , or the like; for which 
they ought to make an Alſowance. 
'\- Ld. Ai'This Anſwer has prevented a- 
nother *Donbt',, Whether their Lead be 
good or:not ?'For if they'make fo mnch 
Profit; | their Lead: mult needs be a good 
Commodity ; though I confeſs' I have 
heard'that/theirLead was brittle,and fit for 
no other uſe-but to make'Bullets or Shot ; 
and that the Oar was ſo poor, it was not 
poſtibfe tomake better Lead wirh it. 
 Merchi\'This Objection ariſes altoge- 
ther. from''the unskilfulneſs of the Per- 
ſon-that makes it ; for hard or poor Oar 
ſmelted bya'skiltul Artiſt, will make as 
good'iLead*, though not as much in pro- 
portion, as rich Oar : but there is indeed 
more 
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more Art and Skill in the doing: of it, 
and many Perſons that are uſed. to. ſoft 
Oars, do-not underſtand the- right way 
of Smelting ' hard Oars, which has been 
the; occaſion of this miſtake.But,my Lord, 
#his Objeftion has alſo vant{bed: a long 
time aga,, ever fince we wade the ſaid 
Trials, and produced our Lead on the 
Key of Lomden ; and yet thati Lead. was 
nat made by the moſt $ki/fut Artift ; for 
the Lead we now make #, beyond that , 
being exceeding tuff, and fit forall manr 
ner of ufes :'Blt at prefent, whH-greater 
ittes of Oar ſhall be raiſe, we do 
or the moſt part fell our Lead ma ſort of 
a Powder, called Lytharge. - 

LA.B. E have feen that which they call 
Lytharge of Gold and. Lytharge of Silver, 
and as I remember it comes fram. Polaxd, 
or ſome of thoſe Foreign Parts, Is yours 
like that ? 

Merch. O, my Lord, much-beyoad it ; 
there's none will: buy Foreign Lytharge 
lince this was made. 

Lord 4. Why ? Is thisa new thing 2 

Merch. Yes, my Lord,. good Lytharge 
was never made a Merchantable Commo- 
dity in England, till Mr. Robert Lydull, 
Chief Operator co the Company', made 
the Diſcovery,tor which he hath a Patent 
from his preſent Majeſty. 24D 
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£4. B. Al Refmers will tell you, that 

they ever made Lytharge in their common 
_— 
. Merch. True, my Lord, but never a 
Merchantable Commodity to Profit or 
for Sale in quantities ; all the Dywgſters, 
Apothecaries, Potters and Glaſo-makers a- 
bout Town can teſtifie this truth ; for it 
was ſo bad,and mixed with their Wood- 
aſhes and Duſt, that it was not fit for 
their - uſe, and therefore Refiners were 
neceſſitated to reduce it into Lead again 
with great waſte : But this Lytharge is 
made another way, never known in Exg- 
land before , and - is ſo clean and free 
from all mixture, that it far exceeds all 
Foreign Lytharge, and even Red-lead it 
ſelf. And wherever this Lytharge- is 
known in Ezgland, or in any Foreign 
Parts, they will not buy any other Ly- 
tharge, as I am informed. 

£4.4. Pray Sir, what is the uſe of 
Lytharge ? 

Merch. My Lord , it is bought by the 
Drugfters, and uſed by the Apethecaries, 
Surgeons, and Painters ; but the great uſe 
of it is by the Potters, in glazing Earthen 
Ware, and by the Glaſs-makers in making 
fine Glaſs. 

£4. B. Do theſe Perſons take off any 
great quantities 2? 

Merch. 
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Merch.. I leave it to; your Lord(hi 
judge every Traveller knows that ate 
is Earthen Ware uſed all oyer the World, 
and that-all this Earthen-Ware muſt be 
glazed, or-elſe it is {© apt to gather deft 
and filth, that it is not fit for uſe ': And 
all this Glazing is with Lead Calcined 
and made:into Powder, . , 

Lad. 4; Earthen 'Ware was made long 
before your Invention, and therefore, the 
Potters:cant (tand. in no'need thereota;j--! 

- Merch, True , my Lord ; the Potters 
finding no ſort of Lytharge made fineiand 
clean £nough for their-purpoſe,were for- 
ced with great Care,” Trouble,and Charge 
to Calcine the Lead. themſelves, or. by 
continual ſtirring in-an Iron Kettle, to 
make--it into a Courſe Powder, which 
they-ground fine at the Mill, and ſo mixed 
it with' other proper Ingredients , and 
maade it fit for the Glazing Trade, But, 
my Lord:; in this way of making, the 
Funmes are very unhealthy to the Men,and 
the Operation chargeable to the Maſter : 5 
ſo our Lytharge is not only much finer 
and better for their uſe, but cheaper al- 
ſo. : 
L4d.-4. Nay then, you will be ſure to 
have all their Cuſtom. But, how do 
the Glaſs-makers uſe it, for that is a gene- 
ral Commodity too ? 

Merch. 
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Merch, They uſe it inſtead of Red- 
lead, which is one Ingredient, in, their 
beſt Glaſſes ; it.is of ſuch an Oily,” Tranſ- 

ent, and yet Binding, Nature, that it 
is of ſingular uſe to them. 

Ld.B. But it Red-lead ſerve their turn, 
why will they uſe Lytharge | 
Merch. For the ſame Reaſons as the 
Potters, becauſe it is better and cheaper. 

LA: .4. How is it better-?,; 

Merch. Red-lead is frequently. mixed 
with Duſtand Aſhes, and often adulte- 
rated with. Red-oaker and Brick-duſt ; 
but . this Ly#harge. is always made pure, 
without-either Duſt or Aſhes mixed with 
it;.., And jt ; is. obſerved, that, the Glaſs 
made with: this. Lytharge is much. finer , 
more white and clear ; and which is ano- 
ther 'great; Advantage, is not ſo apt to 
crack when cqld , as Glaſs made with 
Red-lead is ; which is more burnt in the 
fire than Lytharge, and ſo more; ſhort and 
brittle in its Nature and Ule. 

Ld. A. Then it is much better indeed : 
But how is itcheaper ?. +  - 

Merch.Becauſe. Lytharge goes farther than 
Red-lead, which isa Compound, and has 
Water,&c. mixed with it, and all that is 
added to the Lead it (elf, is uſeleſs to the 
Glaſs-mekers,and either conſumes, or eva- 
porates 41 the fire; (o harT wenty anndred 
m_T op ph 
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of this fine Lytharge wil yl near Two 


'and twenty hundred of Red-lead ; and 


as has been obſerved , Lytharge not deing 
ſo much burnt in the fe; but being of a 
much ſofter nature than Red-lead, ſooner 
And at leſs Charge melteth again in' the 
fire, and mixtth better witt the' Sand: aid 
Aſhes, vcd by tie Gfeatthr: to their 
great dre. 

L4.B. Then indeed if you ſell the L- 
#herge at theptice of Red-Ied, it has an 

nt Advanit: 

Merch. My Lo T6 this Lytheb4e forth. 
1 was fold A above Twenty pomids : 

un, bifhow the Company, being 
ling to: mike it an Univerfil Cotnmodis 
ty over all the World for thoſe Uſes, are 
content to-f611 it near the price of Red- 
lead, whict-is the reaſorr that- I afſett&d 
it wasC as well as better, for the 
uſe of the aſi-makere. 

Ld:4.Di6 the Potters afid WP 
< _ attrally buy ard tfe this 
f 

Merch My Lord; they 8, and agttce 
theſe Fatts' above-mentioited ; but , 
this is yet a new thitte'; ind 1 cart 
tell whether all of 'Aiew Know the 
nle of it or not-; nor whether all are fo 
ingenuons as to confels rhe Truth, becauſe 
they may apprehend that it may raife the 

price 
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= of a Cotritnodity they do uſe 5 but 

ny of the Chief of thete Trades have 
freely owned, theſe things to be true to 
hen Kriowledge and Experience. 

'-Lor4 A. Yoh have opened my Eyes ve- 
ty mock in this Matter; for I really 
qo ght the E tharge that you ſeem {0 
rich to depend on, could have but little 
vent. # 54g 

- 'Fferch. Thotigh I have faid ſo much 
of the Nature and Uſe of Lytharge, and 
conſequently haveproved tlie great vent 
of it, yet,my Lord, I muſt alſo inform your 
£or (hip, that we never depended (o ve- 
ry mach on the vent of our Lytharge. * 
14d. 4. No! what would you do 
then? | 

Merch. My Lord, we can make Red- 
lead with our Lytharge,and make as mach 
of more Money of it; and none canmake 
better Red-lead, or cheaper than we, for 
our Lytharge is almoſt Red-Jead in its own 
nature z it warits only grinding and co- 
fouring, and the work is done , whereas 
others are at much greater Charges. 

' Ld. B. Burt you can't vat all yout 
Lead it! Lytharge or Red-lead ; What will 
you do with the reſt 2? | 

Merch. We can vent a great deal that 
Way z and the' reft we can fell either in 
Lead, as others do ; or elſe refine it, and 
hr D > take 
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Like out the Silver and then reduce it into 

bu again , which we can do to good 
rone. 

: Ld. 4. But is your Lead reduced, as 

good as the other 2 for it's ſajd that ſuch 

Lead is not ſo good. 

Merch. That 1s a Vulgar Error (my 
Lord) for we find by Experience that 
our Lead is the better, and indeed it. a- 
grees with the General Rule in all Caſes 
of Metals, that.the oftner it is refined in 
the Fire, the purer the Metal. 

Ld. B. Then certainly it - is your in- 
tereſt to refine all your Lead, . if your 
Silver turn to any. account. Pray Sir, 
what is your Profit by the Silver ? 

Merch. My Lerd, It is not always the 
ſame; but ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs. 

[4 A. What is the Reaſon of that ? 

Merch. Tlie endeavour to explain it to 
your Lordſhip ; but I muſt firſt put 
you in mind of a. Common. Experi- 
ment of {litting a Groat with Sulphur Or 
Brimſtone ſet on fire,and if you continue 
the fire to it, it will turn the Silver 
Groat to. gz black Duſt, which can 
never by any. Art be reduced into Silver 
again. So that Sulphur ( it ſeems) is a 
great Enemy to Silver, and being melted 
mover 4 in the fire, deſtroys the very Bo- 


oF-08 7 it, - 
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- - Ld. B. T'remember that Experiment 
very well; but what then ? 

Merch.My Lord, this Silver-oar abounds 
with Sulphur, and in the Smelting of it 
in the Fire, 'the Sulphur deſtroys a great 
part of the Silver, {ometimes more, ſome- 
times leſs, according to the Skill and Care 
of the Smelter. 

Lad. A. If this be the Caſe, I can't ſee 
how it can. be prevented at all, but that 
the Sulphur will always deftroy the Sil- 
ver , notwithſtanding any Care of the 
Smelter, 

Merch. My Lord, ſome Operators uſe 
fuch a Flux and in Smelting the Lead- 
oar, as imbibes, fixes, or deſtroys the 
ſtrength of the Sulphur, before it has 
any great operation on the Body of the 
Silver ; which Flux is not commonly 
known; and where it 1s, there is Skill 
and Care in the very Uſe and Applicati- 
on thereof, ' and in the ways. and proper 
ſeaſons of mixing and ſtirring the Oar 
and Flux ( which is a Compound ) to- 
pether : And this1s the Reaſon that ſome- 
times we have more Silver, and ſome- 
times leſs out "of the ſame quantity of 
Lead. *- | 
- Ld. A. Theſe are things I did not un- 
derſtand before; but I confeſs you have 
tmade it very plain to me, that. ſach things 
= D 
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may be, vy your Inſtance ig this common 
Experiment, which almoſt every Periag 
knows to be true. | _ 

Ld. B. Really my Loxd,; this Gentle- 
man has extreamly pleaſed me with this 
Account of the Matter, for it Anſwers 
all the ObjeCtions tounded. on the incer- 
tainty of the Yield in Silver, and unskil- 
ful Perſons, when they hear that the 
Oar yields ſometimes more, and ſome- 
times leſs, are apt to conclude that it 
yields nothing at all. 

Merch. There is another great Reaſon 
which occaſions an uncertainty of our 
Yield in Silver, which is this z We bave 
{everal Ribs of Oar in the ſame Veins, 
which lye by one another like Planks in 
a Floor ; as for inſtance, .in the great 
Vein, we have Potters-Oar,, or Soft-Oarx, 
which is of a large Grain ; Starry-Oar ;; 
which is of 4 {maller ; and $teely-Oar , 
which is of the ſmalleſt Grain of all ; and 
generally the ſmalleſt grained Oars do-a- 
bound with moft Silver. ' But at prefens 
theſe Oars, being all mixed and {melted 
confuſedly together,we have more ar lefs 
Silver in every Operation ia proportion 
to the quantity of ſmall grained Oars that 
happened to be in cach\parcel' of Lead 
refined ; and this might- be the occaſion 


that ſame Perſons formerly thought n 
far 
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Gar ſo very paor, and others (o very rich 
in Silver. 

Lg. B. If ſo, methinks you ſhould 
take care in _ your Oar, to keep e- 
yery ſort by it (elf. 

Merch. We do intend to do ſo for the 
future ; though it is not improper in ſome 
Caſes to ſmelt them altogether in a due 
tion.But,my Lord,that we do make 


Profit of the Silver, to the advantage of the 


Nation,as well as our (elves,is ſo fully and 
fairly tried and entred in our Books, that 
there is no room for any Objection in that 
Caſe, unleſs we can ſuppole that all the 
Gentlemen of the Committee would not 
only be guilty of a notorious Fallity in 
their Journalsand Leidgers, but alſo pay 
a ititious Profit to the Company out of 
their own Pockets, which would be ridi- 
culous to imagine. 

Ld.A.1 am (ure it would be ridiculous 
to do ſo: But now you ſpeak of the 
Committee again, pray do they really 
buy in, as 38 affirmed, or fell out; for 1 
had rather judge of any Man's Opinion 
of the Mines (that has a knowledge of 
them) by his AGions,than by his Words. 

Arch. I have particularly examined 
that Matter, and do find that the Com- 
mittee bave bought in, and that not any 
have ſold out any part af their Principal 

D4 Money 
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Money adventured,or Shares arifing from 
the ſame. | 
i.-Ld; B. That is a very clear Evidence 
that they do not believe the Mize-Adver- 
ture to be a Cheat : But pray, what has 
the Steward of the Mines done in that 
Caſe 2 

Merch. My Lord, I fee your Coach is 
at the Door, and it is but a little way to 
the Office in Lincolns-Inn new Square, if 
your Lordſhip pleaſe, I will wait on you 
there, where you may receive farther Sa- 
tisfaction in this and many other Parti- 
culars, 
: L4. 4. Do the Company ſuffer any 
Perſon to look into their Books ? 
- Merch. Any Partner or Perſon of Qua- 
lity;. We are not aſham'd of our Pro- 
ceedings. þ 

Lord. 4. My Lord, I will wait on 
your Lordſhip, it you pleaſe. What ſay 
you Dottor, will you go along with us ? 

Dy. My Lord, I am ready to attend 
your Lordſhip wherever you command 


Ld. B. Come Sir, we are all agreed; 
#-you- pleaſe to ſhew us the way. 
Merch. My Lord, This: is' the Office 
forthe preſent, which- Sir H.M. affords 
the Company gratis,for the Conveniency 
of, the preſent Committee; . © | 
\of | Ld.B. 
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Ld. B; Pray Sir, be pleaſed to intro- 
duce us. 
Merch. T obey your Lord\hips Com- 
mands. Sir, I have brought thele Noble 
Lords to ſee the Method of your Ac- 
counts relating to the Mine- Adventure. 

Accomptant. Sir, the Books are at your 
Service ; you ſhall ſee them in what or- 
der you pleaſe. 

Merch. 1 thank you, Sir. My Lord, 
Here is a Regiſter of the Principal Money 
adventured ; and here is the Transfer 
Book of the Principal Money, according 
to the Form uſed in the Bank of Erglard; 
and here is the Journal and Leidger to the 
faid Transfer Book. 

Ld. 4. Very well ; I fee you are in 
exact Method of Merchants Accounts : 
If this be a Cheat, I am (ure it is a very 
formal one. 

Ld. B. But pray ſee for the Name of 
Mr. Waller, and of the Gentlemen of the 
Committee, how they ſtand there. 

Merch. My Lord , Here is an exaCt 
Alphabet to the Leidger, by which you'l 
find all their Names and Accounts in a 
moment. 

£4. B. That's a very good method. O, 
here is Mr. Waler's Accounts : I ſee he 
keeps his Original Stock, and has not ſold 
out any part thereof, On my word, he 
is in deep. Merch. 
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Merch. My Lord, he ventured all his 
Arrears of Salary tor many Years , at the 
Rate of Two hundred and fifty pounds 
per Aunym, and chole rather to take it in 
the Mine- Adventure Ticketsthen in ready 
Money. 
{d. A. 1 think there can't poſlibly be a 
greater Demonſtration of his good Opi- 
nion of the Mines, then this 1 now: ſee 
with my Eyes ; for certainly if he did not 
think well of this Undertaking, he would 
have ſold gut at any Rate .before this 
time. | 

Merch. There is one thing more which 
demonſtrates Mr. Woaler's ſincezity. -. 

Ld. A. What's that, Sir ?] > 

Merch. Mr. Walker, in bis Eflay on th 
Value of the Mines, and alſo'at. the .farſt 
General Meeting, did propoſe to take his 
old Salary of Two hundred and filty 
pounds for the firſt Year, till the Works 
were ſet in order ; and afterwards togc- 
cept One hundred pounds per Annum 
for every Ten thouſand pounds per Ar- 
urs Clear Profits gained by the Partners 
out of the ſaid Mines, over and above.all 
manner of Charges , whereby he muſt 
bring in a clear Profit of [Twenty five 
thouſand pounds per dann to ithe Pait- 
ners,befare he can equal his farmer Salary; 
What does your Lordfhip-thiak vi _ 
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L2. 4. Truly, Sir, I think this is be- 
yond all z What does he mean ? does he 
ever think to make more than his g1d Sa- 


lary 2 

Merch. Yes, he does ; he has ſuch an 
extraordinary Opinion of the Mines that 
he does not doubt but at this Rate be 
ſhall in time receive a Salary of Sixteen 
hundred pounds a year. 

L4. 4. Well, if he does, much good 
may it do him. But is the Campany ab- 
{olutely bound up to this Propoſal ? 

Merch. Not by any Deed in writing 3 


but I can't tell how far they may be ob- 


ligd in honour. | 

Dr. Sixteen hundred pownds a year is 
a vaſt Salary ; they may be very generous 
to him, and yet take time to conſider of 
ſetting ſorze bounds to the Propoſal ; as 
tor inſtance, That he ſhall have a Salary 
of Qne hundred pounds per Az tor 
every Ten thouſand pounds Profit, not 
exceeding ve -or {ix hundred pounds a 
year, TIthiak that is very f2ir. 

{ Merch. Well, that may be ;conſidered 
whan his, Year. 4s out 5 we muſt nat be 
unkind to him, on any accqunt whetſo- 
ever; he is certainly þoth an honeſt Man 
and a Skilfyl Miner. And every Under- 
taking of this Nature does very much 


gepend on the Integrity and $111 of the 
| Perſons 


— > —— 
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Perſons, who have the management 
thereof below, as well as above. 

Lad. A. "Tis very true. But pray, Sir, 
now we are here, ( for we detain this 
Gentleman , the' Accomptant , from his 
Buſineſs,) Let us juſt caſt our Eye on 
what the Gentlemen of the Committee 
have done. 

Merch. Ile look them out ; here are 
their Accounts. 

Ld. 4. 1 ſee they all keep their Origi- 
nal Stock; and they are moſt of them 
great Purchaſers ſince the Adventure was 
drawn. 

Merch. Yes, my Lord. 

£4. A. Pray ſum it up,how much they 
have purchaſed in the whole among(t 
them all. 

Merch. 1 will, my Lord, 'tis juſt Eight 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty Tre 
PR_ in the Principal Money adventu- 
red. 

LAd. A. Well, I ſee the Gentlemen of 
the Committee are honeſt Gentlemen,and 
ſpeak the truth. I think nothing in the 
World can be more Convincing, I re- 
member in all the late Projedts that were 
not founded on an honeſt bottom, the 
principal Promoters of them ſold out im- 
mediately , and their Transfer Books, 
Journals, and Leidgers were kept _ 

that 
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that no Man could tell what; they did: 
But here they, not only have ſtood. their 
ground, but laid out more Money ; and 
all. their Proceedings are fair and above 
board. | | - 2-6 

Dr. Why , my Lord, - there are thoſe 
in the World who ſay that. all this ſig- 
nifies nothing, * | Sa 

Ld. B. It may be fo : But I ſuppoſe 
they are ſuch, as you haye already de- 
ſcribed. | 

Dr. That they are indeed ; they are 
reſolved to. make the Mine-Adverture to 
be a meer Cheat, right or wrong. 
; Ld. B. But, : pray Sir, what do they 
OO... als Y 
.. Dr. Why truly , they, very fairly tell 
us, That the Committee have done this 
only to put a better Gloſs on the Mat- 
ter. -. 
LA. 4. That's very likely indeed; the 
Merchants and Lawyers do uſe to throw 
away ſo many Thouſand pounds only to 
get another Perſon a good. Name, Pray 
are they old Partners, or new Adventu- 
rers.. | | 
* Merch. My Lord, the far major Num- 
ber of the Committee are New-Adventy- 
Ters, | 


[d. 4. 
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: Za." 4 THaPJrs platt ; eHhi6ſe Oentte- 
_ — —- ni inthe Profif, 
in Credit 
14. B. They are fo: Wer To, 
L think we have _ mon, to 


#tty retforiable 

Merch. Nay, el my Lord, tow you 
i are here , look upon the other . 
{ Here is the - ifter of Shaves, the Tranſ- 
fer Bobk, and the Journal attdl Leifffed 
thereto nary and alſo the 
t the Leidger ; 4hd Here” yott! Lordi m 


thay a6 foe the fare Perfotld ftaridim 
their grottti&, and purchaſi ; hore Jha 
aſs: This" 'Conithitt&6'! have' pttrchaſed 
Two hundred 5M two —wel.y beſides 
oh ind iy the yon td ou 
and ve potinds in Blan 

TR: ©" © 2h 

L4. B. I (ee it, Sir There is no roorti 
for any Rational Man to obje@ any thin 
(in my judgment} agairift the fairneſs 0 
theſe Ptoceedings. "Toms let ns go. 

Merch. Nay, my Lort, let the ſhew 
you all, uvow yon have taken this trou- 
ble ; here is our Wo 6 porn - Book Journal atrd 
Leidger fot the pick Bo 

* Ed. A. Priy Sit, fliew = how much 
your Stock is in the whole ? 


Merch. 
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* Merch: My Lord, here yout- Lordſhip 
try fee that otir Original Stock i ready 
is Tweiity thouſand pounds z 
= wp more to be valued; becauſe it 
mtrlk be ride up again + 
{ Dividend, hs _— I 
. A+ On my word, you have a No6- 
Sts Steer But fome do fay that the great- 
eſt part oF it is ſpent already. 
-: Merch; My Lord, hete is the Account 
of it 5 be pleaſed to take notice how falſe 
that Allegation is. 
"1 L4.-4 Tobſtrve, your Twenty thow- 
fitd-pounds is not really lefſen'd in' all 
this tithe above Five thouſand ponunidsy 
ard T fee that ſome part of this has been 
hid out -itt Stotes , building Houſes fot 
the Miners; Carriage of Oar,Stones,and 64 
ther incident Charges, that will not be te- 
ptated every Year z and in Smelting and 
Refming, I think you have been extraor- 
dinary Husbands : Nay, I ſee you have 
near Four thouſand pounds eng we. 
in Lead, Lytharge, and in Me 
hands. 
Merch. 1 hope, my Lord, you will 
fudge of all che other Yroties raiſed of us 
y the falfity of this Particular. 
L4. B. I ſhall make no ill uſe of what 
r obſerve; and indeed I cannot but be of 


opinion, that you arc in a very good 
Condition, 
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Condition, ..and that all things are very 
prudently managed : "But, ſuppoſe any 
Accident ſhoald happen to' theſe Books. 
Merch. My Lord,to prevent that,we have 
here Duplicates of all our, Chief Books, 

L4d. A. If you have not_ a. great Trea- 
ſure, it is pity but you had z/ for I think 
the Bank of England cane keep their 
Books in a more exa(t method. 

Merch. . I ſhall not trouble your Lord- 
ſkips, much more at prefent, but here is 
a few other Books which are -convenient 
upon this occaſion:Here is a Book for En- 
tring all Accounts in hee verba ;, a Book 
of [printed Receipts for Intexeſt Money: 
a-Book-to enter all Letters 3a Caſh Books 
three Books.for Entring Orders; .one for 
the, General Meeting ; another for the 
Grand Committee ; and another for the 
Private or Sele& Committez here is In- 
dex's to all theſe Books ;.4 Docket-Book 
for ſhort, Entries, and a' Book of Petty 
Expences 3: a Book of Entring Caveats,, 
and-an Alphabetical Index of all Letters 
of Attorney and Proxy. 

' Ld: B, Hay-day , here is no end of 
your Books : Pray what Salaries.do you 
give for keeping theſe Books.. 

Merch... We have at preſent but two 
Officers aboye, viz. a Gall-keeper and an 


Sommpnt, and both ,ſtand' us in-no 
more 
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more than- One hundred and twenty 
pounds per Anzum : But we mult in time, 
as Profits ariſe, and the Trouble encrea- 
ſes, allow more Clerks, and conſequent. 
ly better Salaries. 1 2 

Ld. 4. Who would believe that it was 
poſlible things ſhould be ſo well mana- 
ged, and at the ſame time fo (trangely re- 
preſented by ſome Perſons ? 

Merch. Nay, my Lord, here is one 
thing more that pleaſes me very well ; 
Here is an Alphabetical Index of all Letters, 
and of the Progreſs that has been made 
in all the Veins, Levels, Adits, and Croſs- 
Drifts to each Vein, ſo that your Lord- 
ſhip may readily ſee an Account of the 


Mines, ard what Oar is raiſed in each 


Vein, and by every ſet of Workmen , 
without raging all the Books and Let- 
ters at latge, which, my Lord, is a great 
help to us Men of Buſineſs, who have 
not always time to be poring over all the 
Books and Papers at length. 

- [4d. B.' Nothing in the World can be 
more Exaft and Satisfaftory ; I muſt now 
believe I can ask no Queſtions but what 
you will readily Anſwer, and I ſhall not 
ask them bk for my own SatisfaCtion, 
as that I may be able to Anſwer all others. 

Pray, Sir , How came it to paſs that 
you have not in all this time ſet on ſome 
E- Engines 
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Enpine to drain the Wattr in the preat 
Work, and riſe 'Oar there ?-Yor 1 re- 
_— I have often heard this Objetion 
tnade. ces | 
Merch. My Lord, thiis thing his betn 
ſeveral tinies'tmder Confiderarion before 
the Comtrnittee, and in'partictt}ar rhe mrra- 
king uſe 'of Capt. Savty's Fire-Engine, 
which I take fo be a very" iligenivits Tti- 
vention, and-deferves all-dhe 'Encourage- 
—_—— —— 
- FA. 4. Wall, Sir 3 'atid How chitice 
*the Cotrimittte'did riot inake Hſe of it 2 
© "Merch. Not for wart '&f a'g60d Opi- 
"tion of the Ehgirie , ny, Lot ; 'bu de- 
"cauſe the beft Engines ate thitpedble, and 
a Level, Whh tnatle, Hirtits'0f the Wa- 
'ter 155mg ord Chitpentg}l> © - 
 IL4.'B. Pray, 'Sir, What do you'tierh 
'by a Level? ke” x 03 
_ * Mech. My 16td, a D&Vel is Galled'in 
Tome'placesah Adit, Tn othefs a 'Songh, 
or Drain, tid thay be" Coinpated to a 
Cominon-Yhore cartie4 28h from the 
bottoin of the Aill at a 46d'Level, th 
der. ground,” to'the filttH&r Ehd'of it,”to 
Drain'off Mi the Water from the Mitts, 
as'they work them , 'Withbit the help'sf 
any Water-Engine,orany futther chatge. 
L4. 4. Thiat'is'very fihe indeed. How 
deep is your 'Level from 'the Safrface '6f 
the Ground? Merch. 
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Mereh. In forme places more, in ſome 
places leſs, .according to the riſe and fall 
of the Ground ; but in the deepeſt 
place it is Sixty four yards, or there- 
abouts. 

£4. B. That is a Noble Level to drain 
Sixty four yards in Oat from the Sur- 
face, But How will you link a Pit or 
Shaft down to ſuch a deepnels to let off 
the Water 2 

Merch. My Lord,the Miners work from 
the bottom of the Hill, or Level, on ſe- 
veral Stages or Stelches one above ano- 
ther, till they come near the Surface, and 
to meet the Shaft , that is ſiinkng down- 
wards : Burt there are many Shafts in 0+ 
ther places funk down above a Hundred 
yards deep, 'arid in Ha»gary above Three 
hundred yards, as Brown in his Travels 
to the Mine-Towns in Hungary informs us, 
when he ſays,That at the Mine of Chrem- 
ts he went down by the Pit , called by 
the Name of the ' freckk Rodolphus's 
Waft, gently deſcending by the turning 
about of a large Wheel, to which the 
Cable is faſtned, a Hundred and eight 
Fathoms deep into the Earth ; and atter 
many houts being in the Mine , was 
drawn out again by the Emperor Leopold's 
Shaft, ſtreight up, above Three hun» 
dred yards; a height ſurpaſſing yo” 

E 2 © 
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of the Pyramids above a third part. 

Ld. A. But their Works perhaps are 
not ſo much troubled with Water as yours 
are. 

Merch. They may not, my Lord ; but 
our Method is very ealie : For when we 
have ſunk down as deep as we conveni- 
ently can for Water, we bore a Hole 
through the Rock quite down to the Le- 
vel, and fo let off all the Water in the 
Common-{hore. 

[.d. B.Thar's an excellent way indeed x 
but pray, Sir, how can you bore through 
hard Rocks ? 

Merch. My Lord, we have ſharp Chi- 
zels, skrew'd to Iron-rods, of about Four 
foot long, which are alſo skrew'd toge- 
ther to what length you pleaſe ; with 
which we pounce the Rock into a Pow- 
der, and by continually turning about, 
we keep the Hole round, and with the 
working of the Water, and. motion -of 
the Iron-rod, the Rock or Stone thus 
beat to duſt, will in great meaſure riſe 
upto the top of the Ground, and work 
out of it ſelf; but when the Hole begins 
to be choaked, we take up the Rods, un- 
skrew the Chizel, and skrew on a Borier, 
with which we cleanſe the Hole, and 
then put down the Chizel again, and 
by this means we can bore a Yard 

in 
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in a Day in a very hard Rock. 
Ld. 4. This is a very fine Invention 
you'l make us perfect Miners : But, pray 
Sir, give me leave to ask you, Whether 
it would not be worth your while to uſe 
ſome Water-Engine in the mean time, till 
your Levels can be brought home 2 
Merch. If the Committee did believe 
that it would be long before thoſe Levels 
could be brought home to the Veins, I 
doubt not but they would make uſe of 
ſome Water-Engine; but the Reaſon 
which ſweyed with them to defer the uſe 
of ſuch Engines a little longer, was this, 
(as I am informed ) Their Shaft ſurk 
down in the great Vein (which is now 
fall'n in)was about Twenty nine or Thir- 
ty yards deep, and having carried on the 
Work in a Drift under Ground about 
Ten yards or more near to a Bopgg, the 
Water thereof,and the (mall Stream which 
runs through the ſame, came in fo faſt 
into this Dritt, that they were not able 
to withſtand it without a very great 
Charge ; and they are of Opinion, that 
it will require ſeveral Engines to draw 
oft ſo great a quantity of Water z the 
Charges whereof , and of placing the 
ſame under Ground, and of ſinking more 
Shafts for that purpoſe , and repairing 
the old Shafts and Drifts, and the Wages 
E 3 ot 
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of Men to work the Engines , will (by 
the C:mputation of what has been done 
and aGually prattifed in other Mines ) 
amount to a very confiderable Sum of 
Money, when perhaps by that time theſe 
Engines ſhall] be made, the Shatts ſunk 
and made fit to receive them,the Engines 
carried down and placed to Work, the 
great Levels, Adits or Soughs may be 
carried home to the ſeveral Veins, and 
thereby the Water drained off without a- 
ny Charge, and no farther uſe made of 
all thoſe expenceful Engines. And there- 
fore though ſuch Engines are neceſlary , 
and very adrvantagious to all Works, that 
nave not this great advantage of Ground, 
as we have, to make a Level to drain off 
the Water: Yet in our particular Caſe 
the Committee did conceive that it would 
not be very acceptable to the General 
Meeting, that they ſhould expend out of 
the Trading-ſtock any confiderable Sum 
on that account,or (at leaſt) that an Aﬀeair 
of this Nature did require farther conſt- 
deration. 

£.4. 4. The Committee do well to be 
ſaving of the Stock: But , pray Sir, 
why could not the Committee raiſe Oar 
it the Levels, and alſo with the help of 
theſe Engines at the fame time,to pay all 
theſe Charges ? 

Merch, 
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Merch.” Becauſe I doubt the Partners 
would not; be. pleaſed to pay Forty (hil- 
lings a Tun, or ſome other great price, 
tor raiking, Oar with Engines, when they 
wilt be able to raiſe Oar enough in 
the Levels for Five or Six ſhillings per 
Tun, 

Ld. B. That's a good Reaſon indeed, 
and 1 am glad this Objedtion was thought 
off, becaule many Perſons argued from 
hence, That this great Vein was only a 
Belly of Oar and worked ont ; for other- 
wile (tay they) the Partners might pre- 
ſently raiſe Oar with the help of an En- 
gine, but you have fully fatished me in 
that matter. 

Merch. That Obiection has been for- 
merly aniwered; A Belly of Oar being 
Ten, Twenty, or Thirty , (but none a- 
bove Fifty yards in length, but this Vein 
has been found for ſeveral Hundred 
yards, and all the parallel Veins in this 
Mountain ſhew this to be a miſtake. But, 
my Lord, the Committee {who are in 
great Expectation of coming up ſhortly 
with their Levels to this great Vein) do 
yet intend (if any Accident ſhould hap- 
pen to delay them beyond the Time pro- 
poſed) ro make uſe 'of a Water-Engine, 
which will immediately demonſtrate this 
to be a (ſettled Vein. 

E 4 Lad. A. 
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LA. A. Pray. Sir, what is the longeſt 
Time propoſed to carry the Level home 
to the great Vein ? 

Merch. Mr. Waller ( the Steward) in 
his E/ay on the value of the Mines, pro- 
poſes to have a Years time to ſet the 
Works in order, and carry up the Levels 
to Oar in the reſpeCtive Veins, which ex- 
pires the latter end of May next, being 
juſt a Year from the time he went down 
to the Mines. ; 

L4. 4. 1 thougtt he had propoſed it 
much ſooner; 1 am ſure I have heard 
{ome Perſons (ay fo. 

Merch. 1 remember that an eminent 
Counſel being charged with giving an O- 
pinion that did not hold good in Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, asked the Gentleman where 
he gave ſuch an Opinion, for he did not 
remember it, nor could he find his Name 
in his Book of Fees ; No, ſays the Gen- 
tleman, but if you remember , Sir, I met 
you on the Road between Worceſter and 
London, and put this Caſe to you. That 
might be indeed, ſays the Lawyer, had you 
no more wit than to try your Cauſe upon a 
Travelling Opinion. So 1 doubt this might 
be a ſudden Opinion from Mr, Waler - 
He is a Sanguine Man, and ſuch Mea are 
apt to believe what they mightily wiſh 
for ; and yet I fancy he never gave ſuch 

an 
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an Opinion, but with his uſual Precau- 
tion, in caſe the Rocks under Ground 
did not prove harder than they were at 
that time : But ſince they did, and to ſuch 
a degree of hardneſs, that whereas the 
Miners then made good Wages upon a 
Bargain of Thirty ſhillings a Fathom, 
they can now ſcarce make their Wages at 
Six poundsa Fathom. I think we ſhould 
be as hard upon him as the Rocks are, if 
we ſhould tye him up to more than he 
deliberately propoſed in his Eſſay. 

Ld. B. Truly I think fo too; and he 
does very fairly, it he keeps that Time 3; 
for I ſeldom knew a Maſter-builder that 
promiſed to build a Houſe in a Year, ever 
finiſh it under two, ſome unlucky Ac- 
cident or other frequently falls out (be- 
yond Expectation ) to delay the Work , 
though at laſt he may finiſh a very ſtately 
Pile of Building, and give very good 
Content. 

Merch. Your Lordſhip obſerves very 
well : But in this Caſe we have reaſon to 
believe Mr. Waller will uſe his utmoſt En- 
deavours, becauſe his Salary is toariſe out 
of the Profits of the Mines. And I find 
by his Letters he has a good heart ſtill ; 
he tells the Committee, That if they 
have a little patience, he doubts not but 
to ſhew them We Potozi more hy 

taan 
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than they expect, or he ever promiſed. -- 

L4. A. Conſidering all Circumſtances, 
how deeply he adventures himſelf, and 
how he {till ſtands his ground, I -muſt 
confeſs I can't but think he believes he 
ſhall make a great Thing of it ; but yet 
I perceive many Perſons do not fancy 
thoſe high Expreſſions ; I think his For- 
ty poundsa year for every Share,did him 
no great kindneſs. 

Merch. That Matter has indeed been 
the moſt expoſed by our Adverſaries a- 
bout Fown of any thing ; fos many Per- 
{ons taking things upon common Fame, 
without reading over the Eſſay and Pro- 
poſals at large, really thought that the 
Adventurers were to have Forty paunds 
per Annune tor every Share preſently with- 
out any more ado ; whereas Mr. |atler 
did only write an Efay on the value: of 
the Mines, ( not a poſitive Valuation,) 
and there offers to the old Partners (with 
all due ſubmitlion to better Judgment ) 
his Opinion thereof; together with his 
Reaſons at large for the ſame, that they 
might themſelves Judge of the Validity 
of them 3 by all which he does indeed 
ſcem to demonſtrate to my poor Capact- 
ty, that in time, with a layge Stock, and 
good Management, the Mines may be 
brought toan extraordinary great value ; 
an 
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and then it's obſerved, that at: the high- 
eſt valuation every Share will be woeth 
Forty pounds per Avzxum. But Mr. Wal- 
ler potitively declares in the very En- 
trance of his Eſſay, (pag. 6.) That he ex+ 
peFed one year to put the Works in order, 
ard even theu (thongh 4 conſiderable Profit 
might be made) yet he did not pretend wun- 
dex fome years one to bring the Works to 
the higheſt valuation ; that is, to Forty 
june a year for every Share. But what 
e means by ( ſome years ) I cannot tel}, 
nor I believe he can but gueſs himſelf, for 
all that depends on Accidents under 
Ground, and on the Management by the 
Partners. But here is nothing that could 
lead any rational Perfon , that read this 
Book , into an Expedtation of having 
Forty pounds a year preſently. 

£4. 4. No certainly : But is there no- 
thing in the ather Propofals that could 

lead the World into this miſtake ? 
Merch. No, my Lord, it is fo far 
from that, that all thoſe Papers, even 
the printed Lifts at the Drawing, (where 
the Publiſhers that agreed with the Clerks 
for the Copy put it in , to make the Liſts 
ſell the beiter for their own Profit) all 
refer to the ſaid Efay ; and although Mr. 
Waller's Valuation was very proper to be 
taken notice of upon ſuch an Occaſion, 
yet 
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yet the value of the Mines in all the Pro- 
poſals of the Mzxe-Adventure is expreſly 
ſet at leſs than a fourteenth part of Mr. 
Waller's Calculation, which perhaps is as 
much too .little as the other is thought 
too great. 

£4. B. That was very cautiouſly done 
indeed, and ſufficient to prevent ſuch a 
Miſtake ; but if Perſons will buy an E- 
ſtate, and never look over the Writings, 
tis their own fault, if they expe&tmore 
than they ought. But, pray Sir, will 
nothing leſs than Forty pounds a year 
preſently for every Share ſerve their turn, 
How much is that per Cert. profit ? 

Merch. Forty pounds a year at. Ten 
years Purchaſe for a Leaſe of One and 
twenty years is worth Four hundred 
pounds, and I think a Share was valued 
at that time at Twenty pounds, or there- 
abouts , and at that rate the gain from e- 
very Share muſt have been Two thou- 
ſand pounds for every hundred pounds 
adventured. 

Ld. A. A very modeſt and reaſonable 
expectation, eſpecially for ſuch Perſons 
who were to run no hazard in the Ad- 
venture, for even the Unfortunate ( it 
{eems) were to be repaid their Principal 
Money adventured, with Intereſt at Six 
pounds per Cent. 

| Merch. 
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Merch. They. were ſo: Bat I don't 
find that any of the Adventurers did ex- 
pe& ſuch a preſent Profit ; but our Ad-+ 
verſaries abroad have raiſed this Notion 
on purpoſe , to make themſelves merry , 
and ridicule this Undertaking, 

Ld. B. I remember a great General, 
when he was told that the conquered 
Party made very ſevere Songs upon him, 
inſtead of being: in a Paſhion , replied 
with Contempt , Fye, don't take notice of 
it, you muſt give the poor Rogues leave to 
be merry : So (ince you are fatisfied you 
have got the advantage of being concern- 
ed in a good Mine, let thoſe that envy 
your Happineſs be as merry: as they 
pleaſe. 1 | 

Ld. 4. But pray, Sir , let us come to 
\ the Merit of the Cauſe , what Profit do 
you believe may probably be ' made by 
this Undertaking I ſee you fully un- 
derſtand it, and I ſhall very much de- 
pend on your Judgment. 

Merch. My Lord, it behoves a Man 
to be very cautious in giving his Opinion 
in this Caſe ; I can judge for my felt , 
but am not willing to engage another 
_ my Judgment ; your Lordſhip ſees 
I have ventured my Money, and that is 
the beſt proof of any Man's good Opi- 
nion. 


Id. A. 


| ———  — 
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{4.4.4 dont' doubt the — 
in General 3 1 verily believe by what 
have heard,that no Man will be a Loofet 
by its nay, 4 will go ſo mach farther, 
that I believe thete 1s 4 fair Proſpect of 
great Advantage; but T wonld fain 
know whw-you, (Sir) do really expect, 
and in what tine 2 

Merch. F trumbly beg your Lordſhips 
pardon, the Natare of the thing will 
not admit of - afty poſitive Anſwet to the 
value, nor eo the time. 

£4.4. I don't deſire a poſitive Anſwer, 
Sir z [ am (atisfied that no Perſon can be 
abſolutely certain of any thing that i out 
of his. ſipht, efpecially:aader Grotnd:; 
but ſince they ſay that Nature 1s regular 
im all *s Productions, ias well tender 
Grownd as xbove, there may be Fair. 
Ptobabitities obſerved , arid a Perfoh 
chat hath had Experience in Mineral 
Works, may bettet gyeſs at the valtte, 
and the time, them a Stranger to fach 
&ffeirs, therefore 1 defire only to know 
your '0wn . private Opinion, as near as 
yon 'cxn guets at the matter. 

Merch. 1 fhall be very unwilling to 
drfoblige your Lordſhip m any thing 3 
(and therefore ſince your Lordſhip corn 
mands it, Ie venture togive why private 
Thoughts, and the preſent Notion 
| 
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I have; but I may be miſtaken. 

Ld. B. So may any Mans eſpecially 
under Grouhd. 

Ld. 4. But, Sir, I ſhall be obliged, if 
you;pleaſe to go on, with your preſent 

nion; let it be 'What it will. 

. "Merch, 'My Lord, I have often heard 
this Caſe compared to the Calculation of 
the value of a Horſe, by Arithmati- 
cians upon giving a Farthing a Nail 
for all the Nails in hisShoes, and doub- 
ling the number of Farthings at every 
Nail; that is to ſay, by giving one Far- 
thing for the ' firſt Nail, two Farthings 
for the ſecond, Nail, four- Farthings for 
the third Nail , eight Farthings for 
the fourth Nail , and ſo on-by doubling 
at every Nail, and thenadding them up 
together, which accqunting eight Nails 
in a Shoe; and ſo Thirty two Nails in 
all the Four Shoes, will amourit to four 
Millions four hundred ſeventy four thou- 
ſand nine hundred twenty fobtr pounds, 
twelve ſhillings and four pence;as by the 
Table or Calculation thereofhere atjoyn- 
ed may more plainly appear. 
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This ſeerns to be an incredible Sum 
to any Perfon that is not $kill'd in A- 
rithmetick'; and yet to others, it is 4s 
plain and evident, as Two and Three 
make Five. Now , my Lord , ſome- 
thing like this I take to be the Caſe of 
the Mines; We muſt be content to 
play at ſmall Game at firſt , for two or 
three years, but (I doubt not) they will 
fully anſwer our ExpeCtation at the 
laſt, 

Ld. B. Pray, Sir, can you entertain 
ſuch a thought as to double your Profit 
every year ? that would be a vaſt thing 
indeed. 

Merch. 1 find that all Authors and ex- 
perienced Miners do agree, with old Ze- 
»ophon upon the Silver Mines of Athens, 
That our Gains will be greater or leſs in 
proportion to the number of hands we em- 
ploy: And therefore it we can employ 
double the number of Hands, and cen- 
ſequently raiſe double the quantity of 
Oar, why can't we double our Pro- 
fit ? 

Ld. 4. That ſeems very plain. But, 
pray Sir, How many Men do you im- 
ploy at preſent ? 

Merch. ' Not above an Hundred in all 
manner-of Works. 

LA. 4. How ſo? 

F Merch, 
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Merch. My Lord, we have no room 
. for more to work, till our Levels and 
Croſs-dritts are carried home to the ſeve- 
ral Veins; for we employ as many Men 
as can ſtand to work in every place, and 
we change them every eight hours, day 
and night, which is all that can beexpeCted 
in this Caſe. | 

Ld. 4. Very well; But when your 

Levels are brought home to the Veins, 
then I ſuppoſe you'l employ double the 
number of Men preſently. 
- Merch. We ſhall employ more Men 
to be ſure 3- bat I cannot tell how many, 
But this I conceive I may venture to ſay, 
That at the end of the Year, after the 
Levels are carried home, we ſhall be able 
to employ double the number of Men in 
railing of Oar, to what we ſhall do at 
the beginning of the Year, for we ſhall 
be making more Stages or Stelches for 
Men to work upon every Month. 

14. B. And fo at that rate you pro- 
pole to double your Profit alſo every 
Year. 

Merch. That is my Notion of the 
Matter, my Lord, I can't ſee how it can 
be otherwiſe ; but I do not pretend to 
make ſuch an exact Calculation, that the 
Profit ſhall be juſt double to a Farthingsz 
but thereabouts, or ſomething near the 

matter, 
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matter, I conceive it will be. Pray, my 
Lord, what can your Lordſhip objet 
againſt the probabilicy of this Notion ? 

Ld. B. Truly, Sir, I can't tell what 
to ſay againſt it at preſent ; but for far- 
ther Explanation pray give a particu- 
lar Inſtance. 

Merch. I will, my Lord ; and becauſe 
Ile keep within compaſs , le ſuppoſe 
that every two Miners ſhould raiſe no 
more than one Tun of Oar in a Week, 
(which they aftually did when they 
worked downwards with Gad and Sledge, 
and raiſed the Oar without a Level, by 
the help of a Water-Engine.)Theſe Men 
at this rate, and accounting but _ 
working Weeks ia the Year, will raiſe 
Forty Tun a Year, and then the Caſe 
ſtands thus : vis. 

2 Miners will raiſe in a year 40 Tun of Oar 
4 Miners — —8o Tun 
8 Miners — ———-160 Tun 
16 Miners -————— —320 Tun 


32 Miners — 640 Tun 

64 Miners —— «1280 Tun 

128 Miners 2560 Tun 

256 Miners —— —— 5120 Tun ofOar, ' 
512 Miners —10240 and ſo cn. 


But I dare go no further, leſt I ſhould 
be thought by ſome Perſops to be extra- 


vagant,' as well as Mr. Waller. | 
E 2 Lad. 4. 
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[d. 4. 1 think you haye gone far 
enoughzfor if you make but Fiye pounds 
Profit for every Tun of Oar one with 
another,according to the Abſtrgf,the To- 
tal thereof by this Computation will a- 
mount to Fifty one thouſand and two 
hundred poundsevery year, which is a vaſt 
Profit to all the Adventurers. But, pray 
Sir, why can't any other Perſons that are 
Proprietors of Mines do the ſame thing as 
you propole to do, and then they'l raiſe 
as much Oar, and make as much Profit as 
you can ? 

Merch. 1f they have as many Veins iz 
nymber, as large, as rich, 4s near the Sur- 
face, with as deep a Level at each end of 
the Hill, and as near the Sea as ours, and 
alſa as large a Stock, as we hque, they may 
raiſe as much Oar, and make as much Pro- 
fit : But Iconfeſs,I could never yet read or 
hear thatany part of the ChriſtianWorld 
hath ſuch Veins as theſe, with all the Ad- 
vantages aforeſaid ; and if they want any 
of them, they will be at a loſs ; for ſome 
Veins are (0 ſmall.thatthe Miners can't raiſe 
the Oar without cutting the firm ſides a- 
long with 1t,and then perhaps twq Miners 
caa't raiſe a Tun of Oar in a Month or. 
mgre, . Other. Veins are. {p.troubled with * 


Waizr, that three, parts of 9k of the 
Time anq4 Labour, :of the ;V I en IS 
k.4 «4 ſpent 
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ſpent in keeping the Water , and there- 
tore they can raiſe but little Oar. Others 
again have ſo ſhallow a Level , that they 
can't ere many Stages one above ano- 
rchet , for any great number of Men to 
work apon. And ſome are ſo far from 
the Sea, that they can't poſſibly get Car- 
riage for any great quantities of Oar, and 
moſt private Perſons want ſo great # 
Stock as is required to all manner of 
Charges in fuch Cafes. On the other 
fide, the Mine-Adverturers have all the 
Advantages that poſiibly can be deſired z 
but I am not for carrying the thing to 
—_— value at firſt, 

4. B. However, let us venture to 
double the Men once more for our own 
private Satisfattion,to ſee what the Profit 
will be then : Hold, ler me confider, you 
will then: employ One thouſand twenty 
four Men; truly that's no fuch extraordi- 
nary number of Men in ſo' many Veins, 
I know'a fingle Vein, not above two 
Foot wide; which employs Six hundred 
Men ; bat theſe Men ar the fame rate will 
be able to' raiſe Twenty thouſand! foar 
tundred/and eighty Tun of Oarin a year, 
and conſequently the Profit at Five 
poands per Tun will be One hundred and 
two thouſtnd-and four hundred poundsa 
year 3 I proteſt, I can't tell what: can' be 
| F 3 ſaid 
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ſaid againſt this , nor why you may not 
double the Men again, and make as much 
more, ſuppoſing the Fats be true, that 
you have {uch large Veins. 

Merch. T am not for terrifying one 
part of the World, or amuſing the other 
with great Calculations ; though I con- 
feis I can't ſee at preſent where the End 
of our Profit will be, with alarge Stock 
and a good Management, and therefore 
as I am not for raiſing the Mines to 
too high a value, ſo T am not for 
leſſening the true value of: them, and 
thereby diſcouraging the Partners, pro- 
vided they do not miſtake, and expett 
that Profit preſently which is only pro- 
poſed in ſome years hereafter : And this 
Caution being carefully objerved, I muſt 
then own, that as to the Matter of Fact, 
a great part thereof has not only been 
atteſted by many Perſons of ſeveral 
Ranks and Qualities upon Occular view, 
but ſome Perſons of Credit and Reputa- 
tion have made Afidavits thereof; and 
though we are not now capable of ſee- 
ing ſo much in the great Vein: as in the 
old Partners time, by reaſon: the Shafts 
fince they left off working were fallen 
in, and the Works drowned with Wa- 
ter 3 yet we can ſtill ſee ſo'much at the 
Surface of the Ground, as gives yery 
or 7 eo great 
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| preat Satisfaftion to all thoſe that are 

| Skill'd in Mineral Works, for they ſee 

| plainly,that there are ſeveral Veins bear. 

ingOarat the day near the Surface,betwixt 

firm and ſolid Sides. And whatever may | 
have happened in other Counties, where 

they have generally Bellies of Oar, or 

where the Veins do lye betwixt Lime- 

ſtone, Sills, or Sides, or where the Sills | 
do often change 3 yet I am fully ſatisfied | 
by Information from the old Miners in | 
that County of Cardigan, where all the 
Veins lye between Rag-ſtone-Sills, or 
Sides, without changing the Sills , that 
it was never known 1n all the old Silver 
Mines of Sir Hugh Middleton, the famous 
Mr. Buſhef, and all the Patentees of Roy- 
al Mines, that any ſettled Vein (as theſe 
are) in the County of Cardigan, which 
did bear Oar at the Surface of the Ground, 
did ever fail or miſcarry at the bottom of 
the deepeſt Level they ever made ; but 
on the contrary, they were always ob- 
ſerved to grow richer and better, as they 
were worked lower and deeper. 

Ld.4. This is very fatisfaCtory indeed. 
But there is a Report that ſome Perſons 
have been down at the Mines, and conld 
not ſee theſe Ribs of Oar. 

- Merch. 1 doubt, my Lord, this is but 
a Report, though, I confeſs, it is poſlt- 
| F 4 ble 
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—__ 


ble {uch a thing may be ;; for if any Pex- 
ſon, in. his great Crafts and Cunning, 
ſhould go, down, to the Mines, and not 
apply to the Steward, he mighrcome upto 
Town, almoſt ' as ignorant. as: he went 
down. 4 | 

L4d.B. Why? Are not, the. Mines near 
the Surtace to be ſeen by any Man that 
goes upon, the place ? | | 
- Merch. No, my Lord, they lye in a 
Bogg, and the Water mult be drawn off, 
with Tubs, or. Buckets, even in the ſha]- 
low Crols-Cuts or Shafts, before any Man 
can, ſee the Ribs. of Oar that 1ye ſo near 
the Surkece of the Ground. 
£4. A- Then it is not unlikely but 
ſome Perſon og other has. thus made a 
Miſtake, and/loſt his; Labour. 

Dr. But, Sir, you bave forgot to take 
notice, that the upper Level to the Bogg 
Vein is carried home, and- that the Oar 
in the ſaid. Vein dces ſet. well, and, wi- 
dens. dawnward, ſo. that we are paſt all 
doubts about-that. Vein,, which, I hope 
will be ſufficient alone to: repay us our 
Brincipal. Money with-Intereſlt. 

. Merch. All this is- (&; fqrth- by the 
Committee in-the printed: Abſtra of- the 
State of the Mines, and- it proves-a vers 
rich Vein. 'Nay, ſome-very skiltul Per- 
i{ansare of Qpinion, that; it, will. yrove 

: as 
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as rich as thae, we call the great Vein, be» 
cau(c it bears 8g: go0d Oar near the Sur» 
face, and widengdownwards, 'as welt as 
thet did 3. andj-I hope that Gagle Veig 
witl. anſwer. much, more Profig' chan+ what 
you are pleaſed to mention; 
Ed. 4, Then the Queſtzan ſeems to 
be;-not whether you ſhall! gain or: leote 
by this Undertaking ? but how much. you 
ſhall gain 2 For, that is all that is uncer- 
tain, Pray, Sir, how many Veins have 
you 1n all ? 
; Merch. Eight,my Lord; Six of Lead, 
and two. of. Copper. | 
Ld. B. That!) is: a. great: advantage to 
bave-ſo many Veins lye together,. where 
one Level will. ſerve to drain the: Water 
from-all or moſti of them. If you can 
employ but One hundred) Men, and con» 
ſequently: rajſe' Two: thouland Tun; of 
Oar in:cadh; Kead Vein, ( one with ana» 
ther,): yow will: gairt at: that, Rate about 
Sixty thouſand pounds per- Anna. But 
bekdes, the: Committee givesa very good 
Agcount of: one of the Copper: Veins, 
Mereh. The-Copper Veins are certain> 
ly oo Veins between _— y _ 
rich, un; C r:; but at. what deepne 
they 4 to a Body: of Oar, is 
yeb- uncertain; they Have: a promiſing 
AſpeSt, and: are very large Veins, andiin 
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one of the Croſs-drifts which takes moſt 
Ground upon it, we meet with rich 
Strings of green Copper Oar , which 
gives great hopes that that Vein will 
prove quick in that place, and bear a Bo- 


| dy of good Oar. 


Ld. 4. On, my word, if that ſhould 
ſo happen ; That one Copper Vein may 
be worth all the Lead Veins, Copper 
being above One hundred pounds a Tun, 


and Lead not above Ten or Eleven 


pounds. 

Ld. B. Here is great Expettations in- 
deed : But, pray Sir, how much Oar do 
you really believe you ſhall be able to 
raiſe the firſt year , after the Levels are 
carried home to the Veins ? | 

Merch. Your Lordſhip may gueſs by 
what has been ſaid already ; but 'tis not 
poſlible yet to give any certain Account 
thereof, till the Works are ſet in order, 
and full Trials made of all the Veins. 

Ld. A. But, Sir , as you have been 
free with us in - other Matters , pra 
give us your preſent Thoughts of this 
alſo; for you can' gueſs at the quantity 
better than we. | | 

Merch. My Lord, I can: but gueſs at 


it; for it may be the Workmen will 


not raiſe ſo much as I think they will, 
and it may be they will raiſe a great deal 
more, Ld. B. 
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Ld. B. Well, at a venture, $ir, letus 
hear. 

Merch. My Lord, I hope they'l be 
able to raiſe at leaſt One thouſand 
Tuns the firſt year after the Levels are 
up, if not more ; which may be done 
by Fifty Miners, or there abouts , at the 
Rate aforeſaid. . OTST x 

Id. A. Surely you. may_etnploy the 
firſt year more than Fifty Miners in all 
thoſe Mines. 

Merch. Truly, I think ſo, my Lord , 
2 great many more; but T love to 
keep within” 'compalſs, leſt any Perſon 
ſhould ſufter by-my Ton. 

Ld. B. 1 muſt confeſs, I think you 
have tmadea very modeſt Calculation 
and yet 1 fancy , if you double that 
quantity every year, for five years, you 
will raiſe a vaſt Sum. - Pray, Sir, caſt 
it up; you will do it in a moment. 
Merch. I will, "my Lord; Here it is 
done. 

k 
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The Mines of Bwlchyr-yr-Exkir. 
Per Comtra. | -, Greditor, 
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Total +. 162500 


So 
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So that it appears that in Caſe we em- 
ploy. but Fifty Minets the fitſt year, yet 
in Five years after the Levels are carried 
home to the Veins, we are likely to raiſe 
One hundred fifty five thouſand pounds, 
and thereby - to. repay every Adventurer 
his Principal” Money adventured with 
Intereſt at Six pounds per Cert. toa very 
{mall matter. * : 

£4. B. But if yourvenrareto” double 
your Men once more, as I really think 
you eafily tmiay in ſo many Mines, then 
the Sixth year you witt ger One hundred 
and fixty thouſand pounds, which added 
to the ſaid Sum of One hundred and fif- 
ty five thouſand pounds ;-makes Three 
hundred and fifteen thouſand pounds , 
out of which dedu@ the ſaid Sum of 
One hundred ſixty two thonfand and five 
hundred pounds, there remains a Divi- 
dend of One hundred fifty three thou- 
ſand and five hundred pounds clear Pro- 
fit, after all the-Money adventured is re- 
paid with Intereſt, - What does your 
Lordſhip thittk of this > was there ever 
ſuch an Undertaking as this in England 
before ? 

Ld. A:tproteſt the more I conſider 
it,the more I am aſtoniſhed at the thing , 
for I am not able to deny the force of 
the Argument , or rather ——— ” 

or 
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for it, and yet it ſtill looks too big to 
be believed. 

Merch. If 1 am in an Error,I can't help 
it; your Lordſhip commanded my pre- 
ſent Thoughts, and here you have them; 
but as I ſaid at firſt, I may be miſtaken , 
ſomething or other may happen to leſ- 
ſen the value of theſe Mines, as for want 
of good management , or by reaſon of 
another War, or ſome other Accident , 
that I can't now think off z however, I 
.have demonſtrated the thing according 
to my poor Capacity. And now your 
Lordſhip may conſider of theſe Calculati- 
ns, and ſee if you can find out any mate- 
rial Errors in them, and then your Lord- 
ſhip will a& according to your better 
Ju nt, without blaming your humble 
Servant for his good Intentions. 

Lord B. For my part, I can'ttell how 
any Man in ſuch Caſes as this,” can give 
any tollerable Judgment without the 
help of ſuch Lights as. theſe are, and 
therefore if a Man is reſolved to be very 
ſafe, he may make very liberal. Allowan- 
ces for incident Charges, and all manner 
of Accidents, and then he can hardly 
miſcarry. ' | | 

Merch. My 'Lord, that is my earneſt 
deſire, for I had rather the Mines ſhould 
{tand at any moderate Calculation __ 

the 


the real value, ſo ias to make all Perfons 
ealie, then to have them advanced to too 
high a valae. 

- Lad. 4. Youſay well, Gir + _ as- tb 
your forther Calculation , 1 prefame 
you dont. expect that you {hall be 
able to double the number of Wark- 
Men vey year to 'the- end of your 
-Leaſe ? 

Merch. No, | my Lord, pray pardon 

me, | thought that Matter had been ſuf- 
kiciently explained before ; there is- nb 
Mine inthe : World but muſt be limiged 
m that refpet, according to its largeneſs 
and theidepth 'of the Level. 
- [4. B- What number of Men have. u- 
ſually been employed in. other Mines of 
Lead ans Copper that: were no larger 
than theſe? 

Merch. Mr: Walter in hls Efrp gives 
your Lordſhip an Account, [that in ſome 
ſmall Veins not :above:two Foot thick, 
Soc hundred Men have 'been employed, 
and 30 ſotne others , not. fo i us 
theſe; Two: thouſand Men 4 in 'others 
Four thouſind Men, and :ar Potos4 ou 
Twenty:thoufand Men: _ _ -.... 

Ld. B. What a vaſt number then may 
you (in rime) ſet''at 'wolk vii all theſe 
Veins 2?- Cercainly: ow ſe ngtoy ſeve» 
rathoulznd: Men. -| 
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Merch. Pray, my Lord, let us ſuppoſe 
that we can't employ more than is above 
ſet forth't; for'I tancy they will raite 
as much Oar as will be ſufficient to an- 
ſwer all our Expectations. 

L4.B.Tle ſuppoſe what you pleaſe ; but 
I ſee very plainly,that in time you will em- 
ploy a great number of Men more than 
you have mentioned : .However, there is 
ſtill one ObjeQion left, That you will 
often meet with Twitches and Faults in 
your Mines, and then a great part of their 
Time will be employed 'in dead work, 
without railing any Oar. 

Merch. My Lord , you obſerve very 
well; Twitches are as natural in Veins 
of Oar, as the Valuale, or little folding 
Doors are in the Veins of a Man's Body ; 
and the Veins of Oar are better with 
them, than without them, for they pre- 
ſerve the Mineral Feeder, and thereby en- 
rich the Oar ; and I am very willing your 
Lordſhip ſhall make what Allowances 
you pleaſe for theſe Obſtructions, with® 
out giving any further Anſwer. 

Ld. B. Nay, Sir, pray let us hear all 
that can be faid on both ſides. 

Merch.-1f your Lordſbip will promiſe 
that no ill uſe ſhall be made of it, I will 
declare what I think of this Objection. 


G Ld. B. 
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£4. B. Fle promiſe you, Sir, it (ball 
nor. BE. 

Merch. Then, my Lord, L muſt con» 
feſs F have made liberal Allowances for 
all theſe Accidents already 5 for when 
your Lordfhig conſiders that'a Tun of 
Oar lyes in the: compaſs of two Foot 
fquare, or thereabouts, amd that. two Men 
in blaſting upwards with Gun-powder , 
will raiſe more Oar than fis Men m work- 
ing downwards with Gad and Sledge, 

our Lordfhip will not think ns 1 

ble for two Men in one of theſe large 
Veins, to raiſe a Tun of Oar m a day, 
whereas I have ſuppoſed that they will 
raiſe but one Tun of Oar in. a Week. 

Ld. B. It a Tun of Oar lyes in fo lit- 
tle a compals, and your Works are once 
brought into ſuch an Order, that you can 
work upwards from the Level, certain- 
ly one Blaſt of Gun-powder will bring 
down more than a Tun of Oar. 

Merch. It will either bring ir down, or 
ſo crack the Load of Oar, with Iron 
Bars two Men will preſently pull down 
a Tan of Oar. 

L4. B. And then, I preſume, 'the Mi- 
ners can make 4 Blaſt in a Night and a 
Day,that is, in Twenty four hours. 


Merch. 


At Mo 
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Merch. Yes, my Lord, in five or fix 
hours, if no extraordinary Accidents hap- 
pen to delay them. 

Ed. 4. Hey day; Why, at this rate 
you will raiſe more Oar in one Year then 
you can Smelt in two or three ? 

Merch. So ſome Perſons think , my 
Lord : But I doubt not but we ſhall be 
able from time to time to build Furnaces 
fufhcient to anſwer our Occaſions. 

£4. B. But ſtay, Sir, if you can raiſe 
Oar at this rate, I doubt your Mines will 
hardly hold out to the end of your 
Term. 

Merch. My Lord, a great Heap of Oar 
above Ground lyes in a little room be- 
low, The Steward , who has experien- 
ced how much Oar he has raiſed in a 
Yard ſquare, has computed at his high- 
eſt Valuation, that the Mines can't be ex- 
hauſted during our Term to the deepneſs 
of our Leyel ; which your Lordſhip will 
the eaſier believe, when you conſider 
that the Mine of Chermnitz in Hungary has 
laſted Nine hundred and fifty years, and 
that the Mine of Potozz3, not above Six 
foot wide in any place , has laſted from 
the Year 1546. which is about One hun- 
dred fifty three years, with Twenty thou- 
ſand Men at work. And Zenophon upon 
the Silver Mines of Athers,tells us, That 

G 2 as 


84 A Familiar Diſcourſe 
* as they dug on, they (till diſcovered freſh 
* Veins;and though their Mines had: been 
* wrought for many Ages with great num- 
* bers of Hands, yet they continued ſtill ſo 
* far from being drained or exhauſted, that 
* they could diſcover no viſible difference 
*1n their then preſent ſtate of the Mines 
* from theAccount theirAnceſtors had de- 
* livered down to them ; and when they 
* had moſtLabourers at work at theMines, 
* they found they had ſtill Buſineſs for 
* more Hands then were employed. And 
Mr. |Va/er acquaints us , © That all great 
* Veins of this kind are in ſome reſpects 
* like a great largeſpreadingOak,and hath 
* a great number of Branches, which like 
* Boughs of a Tree, ſhoot forth from the 
* Body of the Vein, in{omuch that after 
*a conliderable Sum ot Money ſhall -be 
*gained out of the ſame, and many Years 
* {pent in the working thereof, there will 
© be (till-diſcovered -freſh Veins ſhooting 
* forth from the (ides thereof, which are 
*tnnumerable, and (carce ever to be ex- 
* hauſted. l, 

£4. B. But let us ſuppoſe: however , 
that. the Mines may be worked out to the 
bottom or (ole of che Level, what will 
you do then ? 


Merch. 
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Merch. My Lord, we muſt then place 
a Water-Engine with a Wheel in the great 
Level, and turn the Water-courſle that 
runs through the Bogg in Troughs, down 
one of the Shafts upon the Wheel, and 
ſo by that means drawing off the Water 
from the Mines, we ſhall raiſe the Oar 
Forty yards deeper than the Level ; or 
elſe we may uſe Captain Savory's Fire-En- 
gine for that purpoſe, which we find 
belt. 

Ld. 4. Now you ſay ſomething ; then 
indeed if you can raiſe Oar ſo much deep- 
er than the Level, I believe there will be 
no want of Oar; for Forty yards in Oar 
for Twelve hundred yards in-length in 
ſo many Veins, will be a vaſt Addition: 
Pray Sir, caſt it up in the great Vein. 

Merch.I will,my Lord. Let me conſider; 
If a ſolid of two foot ſquare in Oar will 
yield one Tun, how many Tuns will a 
Vein Twelve hundred yards in length, 
Two yards in breadth, and Forty yards 
in depth yield ? Anſwer, Three hnndred 
twenty four thouſand Tun,; which being 
valued at Five pounds per Tun, amounts 
to One million (x hundred and twen- 
ty thouſand pounds : Is not this a fair 
Profit from the Oar below the Levels? 
But I will abate One hundred and twenty 
chouſand pounds for Twitches and Favlts 

| CG 3 m 
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in the Vein,though there is not uſually ſo 
mapy at that deepnelſs as near the Surface z 
and I have ſuppoſed the Vein but Six 
foot wide, though we have had it alrea- 
dy Seven foot fix inches, and in all 
probability will be much broader at that 
deepnels. 

d. A. If you can raiſe ſo much be. 
low, what vaſt quantities may be raiſed 
above the Levels? which in ſome places 
1s Sixty four yards deep from the Sur- 
face. 

Ld. B. Nay , but if one Vein will 
yield ſo much, what will all the Veins 
yield? 

Merch. IT hope they will yield ſuffici- 

ent to fatisfie your Lordſhip, that the 
Veins will not be exhauſted during the 
prefent Leaſe. 
' LA. A. 1 think you have given us a 
very plain demonſtration of that 5 but 
what will you do when your Term is 
expired ? | my 

Dr. Pray, my Lord, let us make the 
moſt of what we have, I am not much 
concerned to look fo far before me ; if 
I can have ſych a profitable Bargain for 
One and twenty years, I do not care who 
Ras it after me. XL | 
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Ld. 4. But 11love to look as far as I 
can,that my Poſterity may ſee, that I had 
ſome reſpe& for them as well as for my 
felf ; therefore 1 ſhall be glad to hear 
what is likely to be the Iſſue of this Buſt- 
neſs. 

Merch. Vie acquaint your Lordſhip 
what I ſuppoſe will be the Iſſue of it. 
As ſoon as our Works are brought to 
perfeftion, and we are reimburſed our 
Principal Money adventured; or that 
we are all encouraged with the Succeſs 
of this, and ſatisfied that we ſtand upon 
ſure ground, we ſhall take care either to 
renew our preſent Leaſe, or take other 
Mines at a reaſonable Duty ; or we ſhall 
do both, as we ſee beſt. 

Ld. B. Then you don't intend to give 
over the Mining Trade at the end of the 
Term. 

Merch. Over ! No, my Lord, I hope 
the Company of the Mine- Adventurers 
will floriſh to the end of the World. 

Ld. A, If this Undertaking be once 
brought to perfe&ion, I can't fee any 
reaſon to imagine but that the Partners 
will venture on in the ſame way, eſpecial- 
ly after {o great Encouragement. 

Ld. B. Truly, it is not unlikely but 
they may : Bur, pray Sir , are they who 
have only Blank Tickets Members of the 
— G4 Com- 
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Company , as well as they who have 
Shares. 

Merch. No, my Lord , the Company 
conſiſts of ſuch Perſons who have Shares, 
and they who have Blanks are only Cre- 
Jditors of the Mines, but have no Vote 
in Elections, or Intereſt in the Capital 
Stock. 

Ld. 4. Pray, Sir, whether would you 
adviſe a Friend to buy Blanks or Shares. 

Merch. My Lord, if I knew the Tem- 
per of the Perſon, and the Ability of his 
Purſe, I could tell better how to adviſe 
Lim. 

Ld. 4. Suppoſe the Caſe as you 
plcaſe. 

Merch. Why then, my Lord, I would 
not have a diftident diſtruſtful Perſon, 
or a Perſon exceeding timerous in his 
Nature ; buy either Blanks or Shares for 
one Year Or two. 

Ld. 4. Why ſo; here is leſs hazard, 
and more profit than in moſt Adventures 
at Sea. 

. Merch. But ſuch a Perſon will not 
giveustime to bring the Mines to perfe- 
ction ; as (0on as the Levels are carried 
home, then he will expe& that we raiſe 
Mountains at Oar preſently, before there 
3s room tor any great number of Men to 
ſrapd to work. 

FAB. 
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Ld. B. But ſuppoſing you meet with 
a Man of Courage and Patience, how 
would you adviſe him ? 

Merch. If he be a Man of ſmall Sub- 
ſtance, that lives upon the Intereſt of his 
Money, I adviſe him to buy Blanks, be- 
cauſe they are a preſent Profit ; but if he 
be Rich, and can ſtay for his Money, he 
may buy Shares, which will bring in a 
plentiful Return in due time. 

Ld. A. Pray, Sir , How comes it to 
paſs that Blanks do now fell under the 
value of Five pounds per Ticket. 

Merch. 1 cannot imagine any reaſon 
for it z there can be no doubt but they 
will be once (and inall probability ſeve- 
ral times) paid off, and in the mean time 
the Intereſt thereof at Six pounds per Cert. 
will be punctually paid. 

Ld. 4. Will itſo? Then there is no 
doubt but they will quickly advance to 
parr, and for ought I now, ſell at Five 
pounds ten ſhillings, or Six pounds a 
Ticket. 

Merch. They will certainly advance 
when the Levels are carried home, what- 
ever they do at preſent : But this Under- 
taking is yet in its Infancy, and not at 
all underſtood, 
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L4. A. 'So 'mnch the better for you 
that have Money : But, F ys Sir, where- 


in lyes the Advantage of the Shares ? 
Merch. The Shares ( as ſoon as the 
Blanks are once paid oft) will have a 
conſiderable dividend, and be advancing 
every Year towards the higheſt valuation 
of Forty pounds per Share, which is a 
prodigious Profit above the Rate they 
were firſt fold, as I have already demon- 
ſtraged, and in the mean time the Pro- 
prietors thereof have the management of 
the Mines ; are -entituled to a Capital 
Stock of Twenty thouſand pounds at 
the end of the Term, and to all Advan- 
tages which ſhall be procured in-the mean 
time,in the Reverfion-of theſe, or in the 
Purchaſe of any other Mines, free from tho 
Incumbrances of Blank Tickets , or any 
other Payments , and-when it's confider- 
ed what [Improvements have been matle 
already in fo ſhort a time in Smelting and 
Refining, and what may be made before 
this Term will be expired, I don't know 
bur a Share in this Company, may by 
that time be advanced to as high a degree 
(in praportion ) as the New-River-Wa- 
ter was, which I think did advance'from 
One hundred pounds a ſhare to Three 
thouſand pounds or more, where it now 
continues, 
Ld.A. 
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Ld. A. Sappoſe it ſhould 5 what will 
a Share of theſe Mines (ſold at Twenty 
pounds in the beginning of this Under- 
taking) be then valued at ? 

Merch. At Six hundred pounds per ſhare. 
L4. B. That would be a prodigi 
thing indeed ; but, do you really think 
that the Company will continue this 
Trade to profitafter the preſent Leaſe ſhall 

be expired. 

Merch. 1 leave that to your Lordſhips 
Judgment upon what has been faid ; I 
would willingly know what can hinder 
them ? Have not they a liberty to re- 
new this Leaſe and Purchaſe other 
Mines, and lay them open in a rea- 
dineſs to make continual Works af- 
ter this Leaſe is expired ? Have not they 
the beſt Artiſts of all ſorts to affiſt them 
in farther Diſcoveries and Emprovement? 
What is the great Difficulty in Caſes of 
this Nature, Yur to raiſe a large Stock? 
and to have a good Conſtitution 2 Mines 
are not ſo much wanting in this Kingdom 
3s Money and Management ; Private 
Perſons-are generally ruined by ſuch Un- 
dertakings, which are too big for them, 
and a private Perſon will get more by a 
moderate Part or Duty of a Mine clear 
of all Charges under the Management of 


ſo great a Gempany, than by managing 
EL | _ 
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- the whole himſelf, with his own private 


Stock and Intereſt,ſo that (in ſhort) they 
will not only, have at che end of this 
Term a Noble Stock of Twenty thouſand 
pounds in ready Money, but alſo other 
rich Mines in readinels for raiſing Oar, 
and for immediate profit ; and when the 
Proprietors of the Shares ſhall have all 
the Profit thereof to themſelves free from 
the Incumbrance of the Blanks, as afore- 
{aid , what a great Income will they 
have ? 

Dy. Pray, good Sir, have a care you 
don't raiſe Envy inſtead of Pity, you'l 
have ſome Perſons who before cried this 
Lndertaking down for a Cheat,come and 
whiſper about that this is too great a 
thing for a Subject. 

Merch. That's likely enough, for they 
at upon the ſame Principle (till ; but if 
it be too great for one, I hope it is not too 
great for Eight hundred Subjects, 

£d.4. How ! Eight hundred Partners, 
that is a great Number indeed ; if you 
get One hundred and iixty thouſand 
pounds a year, that is but Two hundred 
pounds per Anunum one With another, 
which is. very inconſiderable, 

Merch. 'Tis fo indeed, but: pray, my 
Lord, it we venture our Money 1n 4 
Mine , why ſbauld not wehave as much 

favour 
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favour as the Merchants that venture at 
Sea ; they are not envied it they get One 
hundred thouſand pounds a Man. 

Ld. 4. The Merchants bring in great 
profit to the Nation, in the Cuſtoms to 
the King, and in employing the Poor. 

Merch. Nay, my Lord , we muſt beg 
leave to ſay, that no Company can bring 
in ſo much real ſubſtantial Profit to this 
Nation as the Mire- Adventurers ; for all 
that is dug out of the Earth is an Additi- 
on to the Stock of the Nation ; and then 
none will Employ ſo many Poor as we 
ſhall. 

Dr. Certainly,if any Company ever de- 
ſerved to be Encouraged this does, where 
ſo much Good is deſigned, as well to the 
Pablick as to the Poor. 

Ld. B. Methinks the way to judge of 
the Advantage of this Undertaking, is to 
Examine what the King did makeof Royal 
Mines beforethe late Act concerning them. 

Merch.1 doubt your Lordſhip will not 
be able to make any Judgment by that, for 
'tis plain he made very little, if any at 
all ; they were granted away from the 
Crown to Patentees, under a ſmall Duty 
to the King, which was ſeldom paid, and 
they never could agree to raiſe any great 
Stock, and being oppoſed by all the Pro» 
prietors of. the Lands where the Mines 


lay 
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lay in every County,they could not make 
any conſiderable matter of them. 

Ld. 4. Then the Nation was in effect 

ived of the Advant of all the 
be(t Mines, till the ſaid At was pals'd in 
favour of the SubjeR. 

Merch.They were ſo ; and what a vaſt 
loſs hath that to this Nation ? 

Ld. A. A vaſt loſs indeed ; but per- 
haps the particular Profit to the King 
(though ſmall) might be greater before 
the ACt, then (ince, 

Merch. No, my Lord; I go really 
think that his Majeſty will in a few years, 
when theſe Works are brought to perfe- 
&ion, gain more by the very Cuſtoms of 
Lead fince this A&, then his Majeſty and 
all his Royal Predecefſors from the Con- 
queſt did from Royal Mines themſelves 
before. 
£4. 4. Nay then, if the King and his 
Propte are all Gainers by this Act, it was 
certainly a very happy Law for the. Na- 
tion. 

Merch. It was ſo; and I think it's 
plain that every Law that Enriches the 
an the King,fince his Wealth 
mult ariſe from theirs. 

Ld. A. Tis very true and this very 
thing proves what an inſeparable Union 
there is betwixt the wk of the Kin 
an 


© Ry 


Cr 


_ OB: oa 


concerning the'Mine-Adventure. 95 
and his People ; for whilſt their Intereſt 
in the Caſe of Royal Mines was divided, 
netther King nor People could! get any 
_ by them 5 but now their Intereſt 
by his Law is united, both will he great 
Gainers. 

Merch, But ,, my Lord , there is one 
thing more to be conſidered in this Caſe, 
that may prove of vaſt Conſequence to 
= Majefty and his Royal Succef- 


£4. 4. What is that, Sir? I ſhall be 
glad to hear fuch good News. 

Merch, This gracious A&t of Royal 
Mines has quite altered the Scene of the 
Mineral World ; for before, every Man 
that had an Eſtate or Intereſt in his Coun- 
try, endeavoured to conceal their Mines, 
but now they all labour to find them out, 
and therefore it is not unlikely but ſome- 
time or other , one of thoſe conceal'd 
Mines, or ſome other, may be found out, 
andprove fo richin Silver,as may be worth 
hisMajeſty's acceptance at the price propo-» 
ſed ih the late Act concerning Royal Mines, 
and. one (ſuch Vein would be an ineſtima- 
ble Treaſure to his Majeſty,and his Royal 
Succeſſors, 

£4. 4. It would ſo : And the way to 

teſuch a Diſcovery,is to Encourage 
thoſe that Unite together in a Joint 
Stack : 
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Stock for the working of Mines: But,pray 
Sir, why did the Peo ple: of Ezgland fo 
very much oppoſe the Patentees, and. en- 
deavour to conceal their Mines. | 

- Merch. Becauſe the Proprietors thereof 
were to have no advantage by them, nor 
the leaſt (hare of the Profit but on'the 
contrary, their Lands were torn up tothe 
very Bowels, and covered with Heaps. of 
Rubbiſh, and High-ways were made over 
their Corn and Paſture Land , without 
paying any Conſideration for the ſame,to 
the great Grievance and Opprefiion of the 
Subject. 

1.4.4.1 livein a Level Country where 

no Mines are, and never ſaw any of theſe 
hardſhips-committed on the Subject ; but 
it is no wonder the Patentees of Royal 
Mines could make no.great Profit, when 
it was the Intereſt of a]l the Country to 
oppole them. 

Merch. Nay, they did not only op- 
poſe them in general, but the Miners and 
the Country People did make them -pay 
ſawce torevery patticular thing : I -be- 
hieve we carry on our Works for a third 
part'of the Charge that it coſt the Paten- 
tees. 

'Ld. 4. How! that's a vaſt Advantage 
indeed'; : Then it ſhould ſeem that the 
People are not averſe to the Thing, but to 
the Perſons, Merch. 
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Merch, My Lord , I don't apprehend 
that they were averſe to the working of 
Mines;nor tothe Perſons of the Patentees; 
but to the leaſt intruſion into their Pro- 
perties,' and to the damnitying their E- 
ſtates by any Perſon or Perſons whatſo- 
ever, the People of England were always 
averſe, and I believe ever will be. 

L4d. 4. Truly I can't blame them ; but 
what do you do to oblige them more 
than the Patentees. 

Merch. There is a great deal of diffe- 
rence betwixt their Proceedings and ours, 
for they came without asking leave, by a 
great Power and Authority, and without 
paying any Conſideration for the Treſ- 
paſs done to their Eſtates : But we are 
called in by- Conſent and in Aid of the 
Proprietor z paying a valuable Confide- 
ration for what we have. In ſhort, we 
come in as Friends, and they were eſteem- 
ed as Enemies. | 

Ld. 4. That is a great difference in- 
deed : But by their calling you into their 
Aſſiſtance, I perceive the Proprietors 
don't cate to work their own Mines 
without Partners, 

Merch. My Lord, there is no working 
Lead-Mines or Copper-Mines without a 
large Stock ; and it's generally obſerved 
that two or three Sets of Adventurers are 

H either 
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either ruined or totally diſcouraged be- 
fore the Mines can: be ſet. in order, and 
bring in Profit , as it happened in the 
Caſe of theſe very Mines. Thexe. were 
two Setts of Undertakers diſappointed be- 
fore this Company was Eftabluſhed, not- 
withſtanding the Oar appeared ax the day 
near the Surface of the Ground, and two 
or three {mall Stocks, to the value of Six 
or Seven thouſand pounds, were- raiſed 
and ſpent in carrying up the Levels, ere&t- 
ing Smelting-Houſes, and in other dead 
Charges, without the leafk return of 
clear Profit, which has ſo opened the 
Eyes of the private Proprietors of Mines, 
that they will not venture on them now 
without a good back to ſupport-them. 

Ld. A. They do very : waſely ; and 
therefore its plain that Mines can never 
be wrought effeCtually for the- Publick 
Good of this Kingdom, but. by Compa- 
nies of Men ; for few or no private Gen- 
tlemen, though of great Eſtates.in Land, 
are able to raile ſo great a Stock as is re- 
quired in theſe Caſes. 

Merch. Your Lordſhip is certainly in 
the right of it ; and therefore I! conceive 
(with ſubmiſſion) that it is fot the Inter- 
eſt of this Nation that ſuch Companies 
be Encouraged, for thereby his Majeity 


will not only make a certain profit in his 
uſtome, 
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Cuitonts, but be in hopes of a rich diſcove- 
7 every private Subje# will take a ſecure 

rofit by his Mines, and a conſiderable Ad- 
dition will every Year be made to the Gene- 
ral Stock of the Nation. And what is u- 
fually ſaid of the Treaſure of the King, 
may be truly faid alſo of the Treaſure of 
che People, that it is Vinculum Pacis &+ 
Belloram Nervi. 

Ld. A. 1 look upon Wool, Corn, and 
the Mines of Emgl/and to be our Staple 
Commodities , whereby the People of 
England mav with good management be- 
come Gainers in the Ballance of Trade, 
and therefore all Companies that make 
Improvements at home, and promote the 
vent of theſe Commodities abroad , do 
moſt certainly deſerve all Encouragement 
magivable. 

Merch. A late Learned Author in an 
Eſſay upon the probable Methods of ma- 
king a People Gainers in the Ballance of 
Trade, publiſhed about a year (ince , ex- 
preſſes rhe very ſame Opinion: I have the 
Book here, if your Lordſhip pleaſe, Ile 
read the very words , for I think they 
are not unworthy to be taken notice ot. 

£4. 4. Pray Sir, do fo. 

Merch. In his I-trod«ion theſe are the 
words, viz. 

The Land js to yield the ProduT, which 

H 2 Pro- 
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Produ@ is to yield the Wealth, ſo that we 
ſhould enquire how this produd ſtands in e- 
very Particular, but more eſpecially in the 
principal conſtituent Parts of __— 
Strength,namely Wool,Corn, and our Mines, 
for 'tis by the well ordering and wiſe diſpo- 
ſition of theſe Branches of our Wealth, that 
we are to be Gainers in the Ballance of 
Trade. And in Page 94. after he has 
treated of the Land of Ezgland, and the 
Produtt thereof, ot ſeveral kinds, he goes 
on in theſe very words, vis. 

Our Mines are the Produd of the Earth, 
and undoubtedly capable of great Improve- 
ments; we ought to reſpe# them as the Pa- 
rents of our Trade , and which made ws 
known to the firſt Merchants of the World, 
the Phaenicians. Ve have Tinn, Lead, 
Copper, Calamy , Iron, Coal, Culm, Allom, 
Copperas,with other ſorts of Minerals ;, and 
what is in this manner dug out of the Earth, 
can't be a leſs Article then about Seven or 
Eieht hundred thouſand pounds per Annum 
in the whole Rental of the K ingdom. 

They who work theſe Mines, and deal in 
Minerals, know beſt what Laws and Conſti- 
tutions they want to make their Buſineſs 
more eaſre at home, and to give their Com- 
modities a free vent abroad ;, but if they 
need any help from the Legiſlative Power, 
m?ſt certainly they ought to have it, lows 
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their Stock and Labour turn ſo much to the 
Common Good , for whatever their Produtt 
yields in Foreign Markets, is clear National 
Profit. 

There are lately publiſhed ſome extraordi- 
nary Accounts of the Mines in Cardigan- 
ſhire, where 'tis ſaid there are Eight laree 
Veins of Silver, Lead, and Copper Oar, hy- 
ing near together in one Mountain , nigh a 
Nevigable River and a good 
Port. * "Ts alledg'd that theſe *Mine-Adven- 
Mines with a large Stock, in a ——_ - 3 
few years,may be advanced to a 


clear Profit of One hundred and ſeventy thou- 


Sand pounds per Annum. This Computation 


does not ſeem at all extravagant to thoſe 
who have lookd into the Accounts of what 
Mines produce in other Countries, provided 
the Oar be good, the Veins like to laſt, (and 
large ones ſeldom fail) and provided there 
be no invincible Impediment from Nature to 
their working ;, they have ſtood ſtill ſeveral 
Vears for want of a good Agreement among 
the Adventurers. 

"Tis ſaid Sir H.M. has put them in a way 
of being wrought ; but if his FExpedieni 
ſhould not ſucceed, and if new Diff-rcncos 
ſhould ariſe, the Legiſlative Authority, may 
very well and juſtly interpoſe, eve io cont- 
pel the Partners to ſome Agreement, wheret, 
the Work may be carried on ;, for i++ } 
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ſtice due to the Publick, at no time to ſuf-. 


fer a few Stock-jobbing Citizens to ſtand in 
the way of any National Advantage, the 
Fraud and Corruption of which ſort of Men 
have hurt England in more than one parti- 
cular. 

If theſe Mines come but any thing near 
the value My.Wilham Waller has put upor 
them, and with reaſons very probable, they 
are a fit objed of the States care ;, and upon 
inſpetion into their true worth , if private 
Purſes can't raiſe a Stock - to ſet 
them going, it were better done upon ſome 
publick Fund, to be repaid out of the Pro- 
fits, than to looſe what is repreſented as ſo 
immenſe a Treaſure. But ſhould it prove 
leſs, "tis mot to be negleFed, for Nations 


(like private Men ) who will thrive,muſt look 


into ſmall things as well as great; and for 
this we have the Examples of France and 
Holland, whoſe Miniſters examine into the 
minuteſt Matters , where the Publick may 
poſſably reap any Advantage z, and 'tis a ve- 
ry commendable piece of Wiſdom, were it 
but for this ſingle reaſon, that to do ſo con- 
ſtantly, begets a habit of Care and Diligence 
in things of higher importance. 


Thus (my Lord) you ſee what this 
ingenious Gentleman ſays, who hath 
made it his Buſineſs to enquire into Mat- 

ters 
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ters of this Nature ; he does not think 
the higheſt Valuation of theſe Mines ex- 
travagant, provided the Oar be good, the 
Veins like to laſt, and there be noinvin- 
cible Impediment from Nature to their 
working; but it's proved before, that 
the Oar is good, and that there is no rea- 
ſon to fear its laſting, and that the Le- 
vels being carried home, and thereby the 
Water carried off, there can be no Impe- 
diment from Nature to their working. 
And then he is ſo ſenſible of the great 
Advantages that may accrew thereby tv 
the Nation, that rather than ſo immenſe 
a Treaſure ſhould be loſt, he ſeems to 
think it reaſonable that the Parliament 
ſhould lend the Partners a Stock to carry 
it on, to be repaid out of the Profits; 
but fince by the Aid of many new Ad- 
ventrirers they have at laſt, with great 
difficulties, raiſed a ſuflicient Stock them- 
ſelves, and are willing to run all the ha- 
zard of fo great an Undertaking for- the 
publick Good of the Kingdom, as-well 
as for their own particular and private 
Advantage, it can never be doubted, but 
that his moſt gracious Majelty, and all 
our Noble Senators and Patriots of their 
Country, will be ready to give this-Un- 
dertaking all the Encouragement that it 
15 capable of. 
| H 4 Lad. 2 
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Ld. 4. There is not the leaſt doubt to 
be made of it z for his Majeſty is alrea- 
dy very ſenſible of the great Advantages 
to the Publick by ſuch Undertakings, as 
may appear by ſeveral Patents granted by 
his Majeſty tor the Encouragement there- 
of; in one of which a particular Friend 
of mine is concerned, and I remember the 
beginning of it is in theſe words: vis. 


| [liam and Mary by the Grace of 
God, King and Queen of Eng- 
land, Scotland, France and Ireland , De- 
fenders of the Faith, &c. Whereas we have 
been informed by the humble Petition of W. 
C. Sc. That our Kingdom of England and 
Dominion of Wales do wuch abound in 
Mines, eſpecially of Lead.great part wheree 
of remain unwrought, to the manifeſt loſs of 
the Publick , and that the reaſon why ſo 
great 4 part of the Wealth of our Daminions 
remains uſeleſs, is partly becauſe there is nat 
ſufficient diligence _ application uſed in 
diſcavering of Mines, and partly becauſe the 
working of Mines being very chargeable, 
and the Profit ſubjeT to great hazard, many 
Owners of Land where the Mines are,cannot 
ar dare not themſelves undertake the ſame, 
Ard whereas they have moſt humbly beſought 
#4 ta enable them, and divers athers therein 
mentioned, in 4 Corporate Capacity to "ce 
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and work ſuch Mines as they ſhall be legally 
entitled unto, and to buy and refine Oar by a 
Joynt Stock, Now know ye, that we being 
deſirous to promote all Endeavours tending 
to the publick Good of this our Kingdom , 
and to Encourage ſo commendable an Un- 
dertaking, of our eſpecial Grace , certain 
Knowledge, and meer Motion, have Gi- 
ven, Granted, Conſtituted, Declared and 
Appointed, and by theſe Preſents for Us, 
our Heirs and Succeſſors, do Give, Grant, 
Coins Declare and Appoint , that our 
right truſty and well-beloved }. Lord C. e&c. 
and ſuch others as ſhall be admitted into 
the ſzid Society, henceforth be, and ſhall be 
one Body Corporate and Politickh, in Deed 
and in Rn, by the Name of the Gover- 
nour and Company for Digging and Work- 
ing of Mines, an = Buying and Refining 
Oar by a Foynt Stock in England. Which 
Patent is dated the Seventh Day of Sep- 
tember, in the Fifth Year of their Maje- 


ſties Reign, 


By Writ of a Privy Seal, 
Pigott. 


Pro fine in hanaperia 
viginti Marcas. 


].Somers CS. 
Merch, 
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Merch. Your Lordſhip has an excellent 
memory ; I am glad to find that ſuch 
Undertakings have been already counten- 
anced and encouraged. But I think 
this Company has nct been very ſucceſs- 
ful. 

£4. 4. No, Sir; They obtained the 
favour of a Charter, but could not agree 
to raiſe a Stock, or Purchaſe any Mines. 

Merch. Thoſe two main Points ſhould 
have been firſt ſettled, and the Under- 
taking carried on and fully tried upon a 
private Agreement under Hand and Seal, 
before they had proceeded farther. 

£4. A. It ſhould ſo. Pray Sir , what 
Method have you obſerved in this Caſe ? 

Merch.” We firſt purchaſed a rich 
Mine ; and. then agreed under Hand and 
Seal'to a Conſtitution for the Manage- 
ment thereof, which is compoſed of all 
the beſt- Charters and Conſtitutions of 
Companies about Town. 

Ld. 4. And you are all - effeQually 
bound in Law to the Obſervation of that 
Conſtitution? | 

Merch. Yes, my Lord, we are ſo. 

Ld. 4. Pray Sir, let me hear how you 
are governed. 

Merch. We are govern'd by a General 
Meeting,a Grand Committee, and a Select 
Committee. 


Lad. A. 
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L4.4. Who has Votes in each of theſe 
Meetings ? 

Merch, All the Partners who have three 
Shares have a Vote in a General Meeting, 
and all who have ten Shares ina Grand 
Committee, and the Select Committee is 
elefted every Year at a General Meeting, 
out of thoſe Partners who have Twenty 
Shares. 

Ld. 4. In whom does the Active ma- 
naging Part lye ? 

Merch. In the Select Committee. 

L.A.Thenyou will do well to take care 
that they be not only honeſt Gentlemen, 
but Men of Temper and Condudt, fit tor 
Bufineſs, and ſuch as have a conſiderable 
Intereſt in the Mines. But what is the 
Power of the Grand Committee ? 

Merch. The Grand Committee was in- 
tended toeaſe the General Meeting of any 
trouble, unleſs upon extraordinary Occa- 
fions : But now the General Meeting, 
having agreed to meet every ſecond 
Thurſday ina May and November,there will 
be little or no Buſineſs for the Grand 
Committee. 

£4. 4. But, pray Sir , what care 1s ta- 
ken in your Eleftions to avoid Animoſi- 
ties and Heats? 


Merch, 
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Merch. We Eleft by Balletting, where» 
by the Votes of all the Partners are deli- 
vered in a Skrowl of Paper, and a Scru- 
tiny being made, the Committee is decla- 
red by majority of Voices, without know- 
ing how any Perſ9n gave his Vote. 

Ld. A. That is certainly the beſt way 
for there are many honeſt Gentlemen that 
will be diſobliged, if their Friends Vote 
again(t them, though they are not quali- 
fied for doing the Company ſo much Ser- 
vice as Others in a Bulineſs of this Na- 
ture z and all the Partners are to reſpeCt 
the Publick Good in the(e Caſes, and nct 
any Private Friend\hip. 

Merch. The Publick Good is their own 
Good in this Caſe ; and he muſt be a 
very weak Man indeed that will a& a- 
gain(t himſelf. 

Lord 4. But, I don't find there is any 
care taken for the Security of thoſe that 
live in the Country, who can't conveni- 
ently attend at theſe Elections in Lox- 
don. 

Merch, Yes , there is my Lord ; for 
they may ſend up a Letter of Attorney 
to A. B, and in his abſence to C. D. and 
. In both their abſence to E. F. to Vote 
for them as a Proxy, and alſo impower 
any one of them to receive their Intereſt 
or Dividend ; which Letter of Attorney, 

being 


| 9 WEI NI gee” 


concerning the Mine-Adventure, 10 9 


being delivered into the Office,may ſtand 
for as many years as they pleaſe, till they 
think fit to alter itz but they muſt name 
none to Vote for them, but ſome of the 
preſent Partners who have three Shares. 

Ld. 4. Al this is very well.provided : 
But has every Partner as many Votes as he 
has three Shares ? Then the Mines in time 
may come into the management of a few 
rich Perſons that ſhall engroſs all to them- 
ſelves. 

Merch. No, my Lord, Sir H.M. who 
had by the old Conſtitution the majori- 
ty of Shares in himſelf at every Gene- 
ral Meeting, and conſequently the ma- 
jority of Votes, has now for the good 
of the Company reduced himſelf, and 
all others, toone Vote only, though they 
have ever ſo many Shares. 

Ld. 4. That was very well done, and 
15 the Method that is found moſt Secure, 
and gives greateſt Satisfaction, the ſame 
being alſo obſerved in the Bark of Eng- 
land, and the New Eaſt-India Company : 
But may any of the Selet Committee 
Vote by Proxy too ? 

Merch. No, my Lord , there is too 
great a Truſt repoſed in them to be depu- 
ted to any others ; all the Treaſure of the 
Company is in their keeping , and under 
their management, and no Perſcnal Truſt 

can 
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can be transferred to a Proxy or De- 


y. 
gr nf A. That is very trae ; you otght 
indeed to be very careful of your Trea- 
ſure, that it be not waſted or imbezeld. 
Pray Sr, how do you keep your Stock, 
does it lye dead: by you in a Cheſt ? 

Merch. No, my Lord, we keep it in 
Bank ſealed Bills, at Three poonds per 
Cent. Intereſt in' the Bank of England ; 
according to the Direttions of our Set- 
tlements. 

Ld. 4. And how do you Secure your 
Bank Bills ? 

Merch. In a ſtrong Tron Cheſt, with 
Seven ſeveral Locks and Keys, to be kept 
by Seven ſeveral Members of the Com- 
mittee. 

Ld. A. And when you take out any 
Bank ſealed Bills, to whom are they de- 
livered ? 

Merch, To the Caſh-keeper, who has 
given good Security tor the faithful diſ- 
charge of his Office ; and he applies and 
pays the ſame according to the Order of 
the Commirtee. 

L4d. A. Very well. But,pray Sir, how 
many of the Select Committee make a 
LPuorum £ 


Merch. 
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Merch, Five belides the Chair-man ? 

£4. 4. May any. five of them, with the 
Chair-man, diſpoſe of all the Treaſure of 
the whole Company ? 


Merch. No , ny Lord , this Matter 
ſtands thus : If the value be above. Five 
thouſand pounds, the Order, Bargain, or 
Agreement muſt be made and ſigned in 
Weriting,ander the Hands of Severr of the 
Committee, and if above the value of 
Ten thouſand'pounds, or be to continue 
above a Year, then it is to be confirmed 
by- the Grand Committee' or General 
Meeting. FR IFRY 

Ld. B. That'is very catitioufly and 
prudently provided : Now, indeed I ſee 
that you have a very good Conſtitution 
for the management ot the Mines. 


Merch. There is this farther to be ob- 
ſerved, That all Material Bargains, Con- 
trafts and Agreements relating:to: the faid 
Mines, are to be ſigned by thaſe, Mem- 
bers of the Committee that make. them, 
that in caſe of any miſmanagement, it 
may not be truſted to an Entry by the 
Book-keeper only, as is uſual z .but, it 
may allo appear under their own Hands, 
who were the Authours: ot it. 


La. 4. 
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L4.A.Nothing can be more fair or bet- 
ter contrived : But,pray Sir,what do you 
allow your Committee for all this: trou- 
ble ? fe 21 

Merch. They have Twenty hillings a- 
mong(t them at every Meeting, and- no 
more, 

Ld. 4. No ! that is very little indeed 3 
in other Companies they have T wenty 
ſ\billings, or more, apiece z but this is not 
Two ſhillings each, if they all appear. 

Merch. My Lord, they are Men. of 
conſiderable Eſtates,and don't value thoſe 
little Returns ; neither was this deſign- 
_ but for a ſmall Refreſhment, or the 

ike. 

L4..4. What did you allow Sir H.M. 
and Mr. Player for their ſeveral Journeys 
to Wales, and taking all that pains for 
you ? 

Merch. Not a farthing. 

L4d. 4. How ! that was a little hard, 
was it not ? 

Merch. My Lord, this is the way to 
preſerve our Stock till the Mines bring in 
greater Profit, and then we may be more 
generous, 

Td. 4. 1 ſee you have ſome Puablick 
ſpirited Men amongſt you, and that is a 
good ſign of bringing your Undertaking 
to the-Effect propoſed. But to return to 

your 
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your Conſtitution; I have indeed (een 
your Transfer Books, but I forgot 
to ask what Fee mult be paid for every 
Transfer. 

Merch. Each Party pays a Shilling be- 
ſides the Stamp ; that's all. 

Ld. 4. That is a very cheap Convey- 
ance, to paſs an Intereſt of ſeveral Thou- 
ſand pounds value fora Shilling : But can 
they convey their Intereſt away to each 
other by noother Conveyance, but by a 
Transfer andAcceptance 1u thoſe Books in 
the Office. 

Merch. No, My Lord, for all the Part- 
ners concerned in the Mine-Adwventure, 
are either ſuch who executed the Grand 
Settlement, by which our Conſtitution 
was eſtabliſhed, or ſuch as we call New- 
Adventurers, who came in as Aſlignees 
under that Settlement, and have alſo 
under their Hands in Stamap-Paper ſubmit- 
ted to be governed by that Conſtitution, 
which does expreſly declare, That no 
Perſon before ſuch Transfer and Accep- 
tance made and entred, ſhall have any 
Vote in all or any of the ſaid Meetings 
or Committees, or any Share or Dividend 
of the Profits of the ſaid Mines. 

1d. 4. Then it is very clear that they 
muſt comply with their own Conſtituti- 
on : But are their Tickets of no force or 

[ value 
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value now 2? becaule it is writ upon them, 
This Ticket entitles the Bearer to Five 
pounds out of the Profits of the Mines, 
CC. 

Merch. There was not room to write 
more upon the Tickets, but it was 
{uppoled that every Perſon would read 
the Settlement of the Mine-Adventure , 
which ſbews that thoſe Tickets did enti- 
tle the Bearer to ſo much , according to 
the Limitations in the ſaid Settlement, 
that 1s, until the Drawing was over ; and 
Regiſters made , and ſigned by the Ma- 
nagers ; together with the ſaid Transfer 
Books ; but afterwards there is not the 
leaſt regard to be had to theſe Tickets, 
only that by. them any Perſon may ob- 
ſerve. whether he has had Juſtice done 
him by the Accomptant to the Company, 
that is, whether his Intereſt in the Mines 


be truly ſtated and entred in the ſaid Re- 


giſters. 

Ld. 4.But what ſhall the Partners have 
to Iye by them in caſe of Mortality , to 
ſhew that they have ſuch an[ntereſt in the 
ſaid Mines. 

Merch. As much as any Perſon has in 
the like cale in the Bank of England ; he 
may have a Certificate or Copy of the 
Transfer from the Office, where it is regi- 
ſtred, which is ſufficient. 


Ld. A. 
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Ld. A. Very well, I am fatisffed ; for 
he has a Certificate or Copy of the 
Transfer, and the Security of two Regi- 
ſters, beſides ſeveral Journ:ls and Leidgers 
and their Dv;licaies, ro prove his Title ; 
Bur, pray Sir, what is the manner of 
Summoning a General Meeting ? 

Merch. A General Metting muſt be 
ſummoned by hanging up a Publick Nb- 
tice thereof in writing on the firſt Pillar 
on the right hand near che South-gate of 
Entrance into the Royal Exrhange, and 
at the uſual place of Mecting. a Month 
before the time appointed. This is all 
that is required by the Setttement : But 
there is generally further Notice given in 
the News Papers; but now every Perſon 
may take notice of Courſe that they have 
wy to meet every ſecond Thurſday in 

ay and November. 

Ld. 4. How many Members make a 
Luorum in a General Meeting ? 

Merch. As many as will make up ( a- 
mong(t them ) One thouſand Shares ; but 
any lefſer Number may meet purſuant to 
notice, and adjourn. 

L4. A. I think this is well ordered, for 
that is ſnch a Number as may probably 
meet together to do Buſineſs, and is alſo 
ſufficient to prevent any Surprize upon 


the Company : But ſuppole a Perſon that 
Et 2 has 
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has a great number of Shares ſhould di- 
vide them into ſeveral Hands, on purpoſe 
to make a majority of Votes ; ſuch a de- 
ſign may be of 1]l conſequence, and 1 
don't ſee how you can prevent it ? 

Merch. For this Reaſon every Partner 
is obliged, if required by the Chair-man, 
or any fix of the Partners, to make a vo- 
luntary Afﬀidavit before a Maſter in Chan- 
cery, that he hath three Shares in a Gene- 
ral Meeting, and ten Shares in a Grand 
Committee, and twenty Shares in a SeleCt 
Committee, in his own Right, and not 
in Truſt for any other Perſon, or elſe he 
isto have no Vote. 

Id. 4. That is excellently well con- 
trived indeed ; but how is the Grand 
Committee ſummoned ? 

Merch. The Grand Committee are to 
meet every ſecond Wedneſday in June of 
Courſe, and at other Times by ſuch Sum- 
mons from the Select Committee, Ten 
days before the Time appointed , as is 
direfted for a Genera] Meeting as afore- 
aid : But I conceive that there will be 
little Buſineſs left for them to do, the 
General Meeting being now appointed to 
be held Twice a year, as aforeſaid. 

Id. 4. IT can't ſee that there is any 
thing wanting to make you a happy 
Company,and to preſerve Peace and U- 
nity amonglt you. Merch, 
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Merch. I hope there is not; For if 
any difference ariſes, there is a Proviſion 
made for that too. 

Ld. A. In Weſtminſter-Hall you mean. 

Merch. No, my Lord, all the Partners 
are bound by this Settlement, to chooſe 
Arbitratorsz and if they can't agree , 
the Arbitrators are to chooſe an Um- 
pire; and it he neglects or refuſes to 
determine the Difference, it is hum- 
bly referred to the Lord Mayor of 
London, if no Partner, or elfe to the Lord 
Chancellor for the time being , to be de- 
termined in a Summary way without Pro- 
ceſs of Law. 

Ld. A. You have more care taken of 
you, for ought I can underſtand, than 
all the Companies in Town : Certainly 
it was no Lawyer that drew ſuch a peace- 
able Conſtitution ? 

Merch. My Lord , there is good and 
bad of all Profeſlions, Ranks, and Qua- 
lities of Men whatſoever ; the Gentleman 
that drew this, I believe, does not pre- 
tend to any Merit or Experience in theſe 
Afﬀairs : But this I may obſerve of him , 
that 'tis not likely he would have taken 
ſo much pains about a Conſtitution and 
Method of Management, if he had not 
at that time entertain'd a very good Opi- 
njon of the Mines, 

: I 2 Ld. 4. 
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£9. 4 Truly, what youlſay is another 
very. great Argument of the Stncerity of 
the Underaker. But, pray Sir; how are 
the Mines manazed 1n the Country ? 

Merch. By a Grove Steward, and a Pay 
Steward. Fy 

Ld. 4. Whar 1s. the Office of a Grove 
Steward ? | 

Merch. ; The Grove Steward- 1s the 
Steward ot the Mines , and 1s to-govern 
and direct the Miners and: Workmen, fet- 
them Bargains, take care that the-Mines. 
are regularly: worked, and: efteftually car-: 
ried on, tothe beſt advantage z;.to tee the 
Oar weigh'd out to the Carriers, and to. 
oxant Warrants to. the Pay-Steward for 
the Paymerit:oÞ:cthe Mines, 'according to 
their reſpective Bargains. 

£4. 4. What is: the manger:or. way of 
i=tting Bargains 3 15 it done in publick or 
private 2 © ; 

-Mbprch. In publick. As for inſtance ; 
when the Steward'of the Mines has a Bar- 
ga to tet ont, he: comes into the Field, 
and there openly,and publickly proclaims 
and propofes.to'the, Miners the taking of 
{auch a Bargain, and he or theythat comes 
tothe loweſt Rate have the Bargain grant» 
een? --::-: i 


La, A. 
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L4d:! A. This is extraordinary fair ; for 


| then the Rate of all Bargains are known 


to a hundred Perſons, or more : But do 
you never employ any Man at days wa- 
ges ? 

Merch. Seldom or never ; it's better ſet 
any Bargain then employ Men under 
ground at Day. wages. 

14. 4.You had need then to have a very 
Skilful Steward in ſo great a work, or elle 
a Thouſand pounds a year may be quick- 
ly loſt for want of ſetting good Bar- 


ga1ns, 


Merch. It may ſo ; we have had an 
Inſtance of that in the Old Partners time, 
where Mr. | a/ler ſet a Bargain at Thirty 
ſhillings a Fathom, and afterwards, ano- 
ther Perſon being employed (on a Trial) 
in Mr. Walker's Place, what do you think 
he paid a Fathom in the ſame Drift? with 
a new Set of famous Miners not to be 
parallel'd in the whole Kingdom ? 

Ld. A. I can't tell, it may be Three 
pounds a Fathom. 

Merch. Be pleaſed to gueſs again ; it 
15S almoſt incredible. 

Ld. A. Six or Seven pounds a Fa- 
thom. 

Merch, Above Ten pounds a Fathom ; 
it appears by the Accounts of their 


Work. 
I 4 Ld. 4. 


i 

It 

Fd 
#4 
oh 
HH 
G , 


i120 A Familiar Diſcourſe 

Id. A. Tis no wonder then that ſome 
Men are ruined, and others get Eſtates 
by the ſame Mines: But how does Mr. 
Walker do to ſet a good Bargain in a new 
Work ? 

Merch. He is a Man of great Experi- 
ence, and can give a very great guels at all 
ſorts of Work ; but however, he does 
not truſt to that, but he takes a luſty wil- 
ling Fellow, and ſets him on for a day, 
and ſtays by him, and comforts him with 
a Pipe of Tobacco, and a Dram of the 
Bottle, and by this days Labor he can 
calculate what that Work is worth, and 
ſo ſets the Bargain accordingly. 

Ld. A. That isa very good way ; but 
is he not over-reach'd ſometimes in his 
Bargains ? 

Merch. Yes, he is, he can't be infalli- 
ble under ground ; but yet for one Bar- 
gain the Miners get an advantage over 
him, he gets the better of them in Ten 
and we are forced to conſider them in 
ſome caſes, when they work very hard, 
and are not able to make their Wages,nor 
ſcarce get Subſiſtance. 

| £4. 4. Moſt Men , when they take a 
Bargain, work ſo hard for themſelves, 
that they expect to get double Wages ; 
and it 1s hard if he will not let them get 
ftingle Wages. 

Merch. 
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Merch. My Lord, as he is ſaving for 
the Partners,ſo he endeavours to do right 
to the poor Miners, for he ſets them Bar- 
gains for a ſhort time; and it they are 
too hard upon the Miners, he advances 
in the next Bargain ; but if too eaſe, he 
makes them abate ; ſo that in the main he 
contrives that they ſhall get good Wapes, 
but they ſhall be (ture to work hard for 
it. 

Ld. 4. That's very well done: But do 
the Miners never combine againſt him to 
raiſe a Bargain ? 

Merch. Never of late ; they did once 
Rebel againſt him ; but being a Man of 
good Courage and Conduct, he broke the 
Confederacy, caſhier'd the Leaders, and 
has been an abſolute Commander ever 
ces the Miners both love him and fear 

Ih. 

L4. 4. That's the way to govern ſuch 
ſort of People. Well, I ſee you are ve- 
ry happy in a good Steward ; but what 
will you do if he ſhould die? 

Merch. There is another Gentleman in 
the World that underſtands alittle of this 
matter , and is deeply concerned to look 
after it : However, there is care taken to 
breed up skilful Men to ſucceed him. 


Ld. A. 
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Ld. A. That is very prudently done : 
But how often do you make a pay ? 

Merch, We pay Sudbfiftance Money e- 
very Week, and make a clear Pay ever 
fix Weeks. | 

{ 4. A. Very well : And what is the 
Oitice of the Pay Steward ? 

Merch.” The Pay Steward is our Ca- 
ſhier, receives all the Money ſent down 
for the uſe of the Mines, and pays the 
Miners their Wages according to their 
Bargains, keeps all the Accounts in good 
order, of Waſt-Book, Jovrnal and Led- 
ger , and produces the Warrants from 

r. Walker as Vouchers for''every Pay- 
fttent ; he alſo looks after our Stores , as 
Coal, Iron, Timber , &:. and gives an 
exact acconnt thereof, and takes care of 
the carriage of our Oar to the Water ſide; 
and for the faithful diſcharge of his Truſt 
he has alſo'giventis good Security. 

I 4d. 4: Certainly riothing in che World 
can be better rhanaged. But what Sala- 
ries do you give theſe Officers ? | 

Merch. T have given an Account of 
Mr. Walker's Salary before; and as to 
the Pay Steward, he has no more than 
Fifty pounds per Ann for himand his 
Aſliſtant. 

Ld. A. That is very moderate ; but 
how is the Smelting and Refining man- 
aged > Merch. 


ETC 
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March. Onur Smelting and Refining is 
214 done: with Pit-coal , whick is much 
cheaper than Wood. or Charcoal. 

Ed. 4A, Have you Coal in- that. Coun- 
try: 

Merch, No., my; Eord , theineareſt 
place is Neath or Swanzey in Glamorgan- 
ſhire 5 and: therefore it was contrived, to 
ſave.charges. in Freight, that the ſame 
Veſiels: which bring! Coal to: Oar to be 
ſrnelted in Cardiganſbire, (hall: carry back 
Oar to Coal to be ſmelted at Neath ; and 
this-.1is eſtabliſhed! by the - Settlement 
at: the Mine-Adventure. {4 

14:d. 4. That was well contrived ; bur 
whether. is. it more: advantagious to Sir 
H: M.: to have the Oar (melted at Neath, 
ar:ini\Cardiganſhire £ | 

Merch.I ſuppoſe 'tis indifferent to him ; 
but only. in one reſpe&, it would be more 
advantagious for him to have all the Oar 
{melted in Cardiganfvire, then at Neath ; 
tor the Partners being obliged to take 
his Coal at the Market price, he can car- 
ry it much cheaper to the Water-fide, to 
be ſhipt off for Cardiganſhire, then to the 
Silver Mills at Neath; but yet at preſent 
we Smelt and Refine all at Neath,though 


to his loſs. 
Ld. 4. 
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Ld. 4. How ſo? Then you prejudice 
your Friend, and have no uſe for your 
Coal in Cardiganſbire. 

Merch. We having no Smelting or Re- 
fining Houſes in Cardiganſbire, with pro- 
per Furnaces fit for preſent uſe, and Sir 
H. M. having Furnaces ready at Neath, 
we were glad to uſe them at preſent, or 
elſe we ſhould have loſt a years time ; be- 
ſides the Duty of Coal, which is great in 
Cardiganſhire, being ſaved at Neath, with 
the Advantages of having Timber, Lyme, 
Sturbridge-Clay , Iron, and other Neceſ- 
ſaries much more plenty there , we find 
we can really do -our Buſineſs more 
cheap at Neath than in Cardigazſbire. 
However, we are laying up a Stock of 
Coal in readineſs againſt our Buildings 
are made in that Country. 

Ld. 4. That is well done : But what 
Officers have you at Neath 2 

Merch. We have a skilful Operator, for 
{melting and refining , and we have a 
Cletk or Pay Steward ? 

Ld. 4. What is the Office of your O- 
perator ? 

Merch. To overſee and direCt all the 
Smelters and Refiners, that they ſmelt the 
Oar, and refine the Lead, to the beſt pro- 
fit and advantage; that they looſe no 
Lead in the Slags, nor any Silver 1a the 

Lythar- 
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Lytharge 3 and to be continually making 
Experiments and Improvements in this 
Art? 

Ld. A. 1 like the firſt part of his Office 
very well, but in the latter he may do 
more hurt than good; for you may ſpend 
as much in Chymiſtry as you get by the 
Mines. | 

Merch. No, my Lord , we are better 
Husbands then that comes to ; for our 
Experiments coſts us not one Farthing, 
except a Barrel of Crucibles, and about 
Ten pounds every year for a Flux. 

£4. 4. How fo! Muſt you not have 
Iron , Brick , Sturbridge-Clay , &c. to 
build, effay Furnaces, and. pay Wages to 
Workmen to keep the Fire , and attend 
the Operations ; muſt you not have Coal 
to make this Fire, and Servants to carry 
away the Aſhes ? &c. 

Merch. All Chymiſts muſt have theſe 
things and many more, and be at great 
Charges , and indeed all others in the 
common way of working, and as they 
commonly make their Furnaces ; but we 
have ſo contrived our great Furnaces in 
the firſt building of them, that we make 
all ſorts of Trials, and in all degrees of 
Heat, with the ſame Fire, and by the help 
of the ſame Men that are bound to attend 
theſe Furnaces ; which ſaves a vaſt Ex- 
pence. 
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pence, and encourages us to be always 
trying new Experiments, to our great 
Advantage. 

£4. 4. That is very ingeniouſly con- 
trived, I could be content to be fuch a 
ſort of Chymiſt my ſelf ; but I ſuppoſe 
you muſt employ a great number of 
Men to work all your Furnaces Night 
and Day ; how do you keepſuch a Tribe 
of Men in good order ? 

Merch. They are all kept to a ſtri& 
Method, and bound to-obſerve the Or- 
ders of the Work-houſe, under ſeveral 
Penalties, according to the Nature of the 
Offence ; as for Swearing, Curſing, Quar- 
relling, being Drunk, or negleCting Di- 
vine Service on a Sunday, One ſhilling ; 
for abſenting from their Work two hours 
in a day withont leave of the chiet Ope- 
rator.or refuſing to obey his lawful Com: 
mands, one days Wages; for abſenting 
one whole day without leave, a weeks 
Wages, &c. all which Forfeitures are put 
into a ſtrong Box, as a reſerve for ſnch 
of them as fall ficx, or come to any Ac- 
cidenr. And all the Men are alſo bound 
to Secrecy, and to dilcover fany Frand, 
Deceit, or Mi{-man:2gement, under the 
Ferialty of One hundred pounds. 


LA. 4. 


v.00 OY IP A, AT 


— + P- » 


concerning the Mine-Adventure. 127 


Ld. 4. This is alſo very well ordered, 
for that will make them watch one ano- 
ther, that it they don't do their Duty, 
they may get as many Forteitures for the 
Publick Stock as they can 3 and this will 
be a good Precedent for the Work-houſe 
in Cardiganſbire. But what is the Duty of 
the Clerk of the Works ? 

Merch. The Clerk fees all the Oar 
weighed to the Smelters, and all the Lead 
to the Refiners ; takes an Account of the 
Product, and attends the drawing off the 
Silver from every Teſt, and keeps an ex- 
act Account thereof,and of all the Stores; 
he 1s alſo our Caſhier in that place, re- 
ceives all the Money, and pays all the 
Workmen their Wages. 

And as to the Coal this Method is ob- 
ſerved, The Officer at the Coal-pits and 
the Coal-carriers keep one Tally, and an 
Officer at the Silver Mills and Coal-carri- 
ers keep another Tally , which are com- 
pared and entred by the Clerk, who has 
an Afliſtant that is Witnels to all his Pro- 
ceedings and Entries; and thele four Of- 
ficers are all obliged to give in their Ac- 
counts to the Company upon Oath when- 
ever they (hall be required. 

Ld. 4. Certainly there cannot be any 
thing more fair or better managed :- But 

is 
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is there no way to deceive you of ſome 
ot the Silver ? 


Merch.1 think it is a very hard matter ; 


for firſt, we Eſſay every parcel ot Lead 
on a {mall Teſt,to ſee how much Silver it 
holds in a pound ; then we ſtand by the 
firſt Trial in the great Furnaces, and exa- 
mine very carefully the yield thereof, by 
which we know what all the reſt mult 
afford to a ſmall matter. Beſides, there are 
many Men employed together in one 
Work-houſe, who muſt all combine to- 
gether, and forfeit their Obligations, or 
elſe they can't deceive Us. 
Ld. A. Well, Sir, I ſee you are in ſuch 
a Method, that you are not ealily to be 
impoled upon. And lince I perceive it 
15 the Opinion of wiſe Men, that it is not 
improbable but that your Mines may in 
time anſwer Mr. Wallers's Calculation, I 
defire to know ( if that ſhould happen ) 
what Addition will be made every year 
in Silver to the General Stock of the Na- 
tiouz for I am always for the Publick 
Good as much as can ; and after ſo long 
and expenceful a -War , I ſhould be glad 
to hear that the Nation was like to be 
repleniſhed every year with a good 
Stock of Welſh Bullion ; fach a thing as 
this would fall out very happily , and 
pro» 
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providentially for this, Kingdom ; and 
would be diſcountenanced-by none but 
thoſe that are Enemies to' their Country, 
or at leaſt prefer their own private gain 

before the Intereſt of the Publick. 
Merch. There have been of late great 
Improvements made in the Iron Trade by 
the ingenious Major Hanbury ; and allo 
io. the Smelting and Manufacturing of 
Lead by ſeveral others ; but that which 
would be moſt valuable and advantagious 
to this Nation, vis. The Art of Separating 
of Silver from Lead, is nat yet brought-to 
its higheſt Perfection. The Mize-Adven- 
turers, by the Aid and Ingenvity of Mr, 
Robert Lydall, have made the faireſt ſtep 
towards it ; for that Oar which the great- 
eſt Arriſts..in the Kingdom could not 
Smelt and Refine to any Profit at all,. it 
is moſt certain. they do z whereby, I 
doubt , we have raiſed the Envy, and 
conſequently the Oppoſition of ſome E- 
minent and Ingenious Refiners, who per- 
haps may think it a Reflection, on their 
Ingenuity, that any Impravyement ſhould 
be made in that Art by any. other but 
themſelves. But this.Failing being ſo 
very commoa and natural to. Mankind , 
ought ealily to be excuſed 3 and we have 
been ſo very tender of their Reputation 
(whatever they have been of ours) that 
K we 


£30 WF ihilien Difeoneſe 
we-havenct pretended to Extra much 
tore Silvet out-of a Tun of Lead than 
they did, and' for that we have given a 
Redon, becatiſe the Oar in ſinking deep- 
er grew/better afid richer then it was be- 
fore; fot their Sincerity m their for- 
mer Treals is freely owned and confefs'd. 
Bilt thefe beir'a great difference betwixt 
Refiniig of :SHver, which is properly 
their Buſtneſs;and Extrafting of Silver 
ont' of Lead; 'Which is properly ours5 
they my not have thoſe Opportunities 
and'! Converiittives of making Expert- 
mentganrd Improvements in'the latter, -4s 
we have.'' 'Befides, there is-4 gitat diffes 
tttice betwitt their way of Extratting, 
arid ours; tn reſpect of the'Charge , for 
they -do It With Wood, ind wewith 
Pit-coal; they in'Lo:dox;where all things 
dre dear, arid we'in a Cotintry where all 
thitigs are chefp ;'they Yo it from Oar 
which colts 4bodt Four pounds a Tun at 
meir Mills; ard we with Oir that coſts 
ib»tt Twenty thillings. 

14. A Fary lad you have any Ad- 
vantages ' that may encourage For to 
proceed itt '#he Jeparating of Silver from 
ſei; becdtiſe It is plain, ' that how 
fittle 'Profir ſoever you 'may make, 
all the Silver extrafted is "clear gain 
to the Nation; ſo that in cafe you 

| extract 
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Gtriit 16 fnote thay Five pourids out-of 
u Tufi of Lend, and the Charges of do- 
ig it atti6nnts ts Four ds ten fliil- 
lings, whereby the Profit tothe Company 
S $99 ore than Ten ſhillings in a Ten, 
which is very inconfiderable ; the 'Na- 
tion- will gain the whole Five pounds, 
whith + confiderdble, and ttiay a- 
Mount 'to a yaſt 'Revenite, if you Have 
Enedtragement ' to extratt the Siver 
out of preat quantities of 'Oar. And 
therefore T defite to ktiow what the Na- 
HOH will pet tt thitt tate, in-cafe the Mines 
fhonld-ever be advaneed any thing near 
to Mr. Water's Citulation.: 

Merch. My Lord, the Natioti would 
gaiti aboveOne hundred thouſand pounds 
per Atm , as your Lordfiiip ttiay eaſily 
CG from the 'Calcalation in Mr. 

IA. B. How ! That will 'be a great 
Advantage to this'Kirgdoth indeed; you 
Heel nor fear Ericoiragethetit ror all 
200d Men anil true Lovers of thait-Coun'- 
try, 3s ſoon as the Nature of your 'Un- 
dertiking is kttowh to the World: 

"Merch. But pray, my Lord; 'be fteafed 
to cotiſider that the Nation does riot arily 
grt'd the Silver-extraded , bit alfo by 

ie 'Lead , Lytkarge, an} Red-Lead ; 
Which being Exported ont vf this King- 

| K 2 


dom, 
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dom, will Import their full. value in Fo- 
reign Commodities, without carrying our 
Coin and Bullion out of the-Nation 3 and 
if our Exports are of greater value-then 
our Jmports, the Ballance: of Trade :is 
gained. ©"4 - 4g t T-rnv 
Ld. B. You obſerve , yery well ; and 
it i5 the undoubted Intereſt of this King- 
dom , to Export as little. Silver and-Biulli- 
on and as much of our own Commodities as 
we can, in order thereby . to gain the Bal 
lance of Trade : Whichs the great thin 
we have always labour'd for in England, 
and the only thing that can make this Na- 
tion truly great and powerful. | 
Merch. But beſides all this, it may not 
be improper to obſerve. what a Chain of 
advantagious Conſequences to the Nation 
will attend ſuch an Undertaking as this ; 
How many Hundred (if not Thouſands 
in time). of Men, Women, and Children 
will be employed ? The Men in raiſing, 
winding up,andſ{tamping;theWomen and 
Children in dreſling and waſhing the Oar. 
How many Men and Horſes in carrying 
the ſame to the Water-ſide? How many 
Sail of Ships will be employed in carry- 
ing Oar to Coal ,, and Coal to Oar 
round the ;South-Coaſt of Wales £ How 
many Seamen to Man all thoſe Ships? 
what numbers of Men will be employed 


in 
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in building and making all Materials for 
the Rigging of ſo many Ships with Sails, 
Maſts, &c. and in Repairing the ſame ; 
in loading and unloading the Veſſels ; 
and many other ways that are too nume- 
rous now to be mentioned. 

Ld. 4. Theſe will. be conſiderable; 
as we find by. experience in the Trade 
of New-Caſtle Coal , which has all theſe 
Conſequences, to'the great Advantage of 
the Nation. 

Merch. My Lord, New-Caſtle Coal had 
a beginning ſome time or other,as well as 
this Undertaking ; I defire your Lord- 
ſhip to tell me, whether you believe that 
any Man that ſhould at that time have gi- 
ven an Eſtimate 'of what did afterwards 
come to paſs , how many thouſand Men, 
and what vaſt number of Ships and Sea- 
mer} would be employed in that Trade, 
to the great Advantage of the whole Na- 
tion, whether:at that time his Account 
thereof would not have ſeem'd as impro- 
bable as Mr. Walker's Eſſay on the value of 
theſe Mines. 

Ld. A. Traly Sir, I believe it would; 
and therefore it. muſt-be confeſs'd, That 
Undertakings of this Nature ought to re- 
ceive all Encouragement imaginable, be- 
cauſe they-may conduce very much to the 
Publick - Good if they ſucceed ; and if 

K 3 they 
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they danat; they eat» dn noreny hee 
but thake- ehay/ are cancern': in the 'Ad- 
yenturxe, ''i ” 

Ld. B. Sach Men in other Cauntries, 
are eſteemid Publick ſpirited Men, and it 
is the Wiſdom and Pokey of their Law» 
makers always to aff{t and encourage 
them, and F donbs nat. but they will be 
encouraged here, when: they acre undet- 
frood. But this is a new: Undertaking, 
and unfortunately timed,in an Age when: 
alt new things are called Projetts, 'and 
condemned wihout a.heaving.  » 

Merch. 'T was well. nimed ta ane-16» 
fpe&t, for Lead is grown. a fcarce- and, 
dear Commodity , and many Veins of 
hte have: failed m other Cauntnes.  - :: 

£4. A. think we are. all HOW COR 
vinc'd,, that you. are engaged m at Un- 
dertaking that is Itkely to: be very advan- 
ragious wthe Publick as well as $p your 
_ As —— _ Works carr ___ 
tw order, and brought to. pexfedtion, A 
therefore 'b defive to know, froſt, wo 
are the Diſſes culties you meet. mith'; 
condly: , , Lane” and: Frm og 
you wad to wake your Bufnaſt mare caſte at 
hams; an to give your Conmnditier « fois 
pent abroddl.:' 

L4. B.- Withont donde. 3t-wan comki- 


drred, mar ſpeck an Undeiraking ag - 
my 
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muſt meet with many Difficulties, or elfe 
what occaſion had there been fax joyning 
ſo many Purſes together, ang raifing 6 

great a Stock. | 
Merch. Your Lordſhip ebſeryes very 
well, that all great Undertakings do ot- 
ten meet with great Difficulties,and there- 
tore do require T une and great Purles, 
as well as Care and Condud to bring the 
ſame to Perfection. But this 1s little con- 
ſidered by thoſe who condemn this Un- 
dertaking for. delav, when Lreglly think 
that no Undertaking hath ever gone 01 
better for the time than this has done; ar 
met with fewer Difficulties Sir H. M. 
and Mr. Waller went down to the Mines 
the latter end of May laſt,and what Con- 
veniences hath been erefted and made at 
Neath in Glamorgauſhire tor Smelting, Re- 
fining,and Carriage of our Goods,the Ab- 
ſtrat of the 8tate of the Mines, ſet out by 
the Committee, doth ſufficiently ſew 3; as 
alſo that Mr. | aler ſince that time hath 
erected convenient Houſes co Entertain 
One hundred-'and 6fty Miners, an that 
barren defolate Mountain where the Manes 
lye ; . that - the + conſtant. and-+ punGual 
Payments hath encouraged the Country 
to bring'' Provifions to thera 4; ;that the 
Works have: been carried on Night and 
Day , with freſh Men every eight hours : 
K 4 And 
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And although Mr. Wa/er never propo- 
ſed in his F/ſy to ſet the Works in or- 
der under a Year, yet he is now working 
in Oar in the Bog Vein, and does expect 
to be raiſing Oar in many - more places 
before the year is expired ; and had not 
the Rocks proved exceſlive. hard, which 
is all the difficulty we have hitherto met 
with, we had in all probability carried 
our Levels to Oar in many places before 
this time. 

Ld. 4. But, Sir, you have now put me 
in mind of a great difficulty indeed ; for 
ſome are ſo confident, as to ſay, that the 
Rocks are ſo very hard , you will never 
be able to get through them. 

Merch. No! that's hard indeed ; but, 
my Lord, it's plain we have got through 
them in ſome places , and that we have 
got into the heart of them in many other; 
ſo that they are not unconquerable. 

L4. B. But does not this Difficulty 
much diſcourage you ? | 

Merch. No, my Lord, not at all ; for 
it is a conſtant Obſervation amongſt all 
- Miners, that the harder the Rock, the richer 
the Mine; Nature generally makes the 
Caſe, ſtronger or weaker, according to 
the richneſs of the Treaſure therein con- 
tained 3 for wherever the ſides of a Vein 
are crack'd and broken, the Mineral Wa- 

ter 
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ter that feeds the Vein, runs off, and the 
Vein proves dead, or very pcor : But 
when the ſides of a Vein are ſolid and 
firm, without cracks, the Mineral Fee- 
der impregaates and enriches the Mine, 
and the ſame proves quick and rich in 
Oar. l 

Ld. 4. What you ſay is very rational, 
I confeſs ; but yet from the hardnels of 
the Rocks there is a great delay and loſs 
of time. 

Merch. My Lord, with humble ſub- 
miſtion, I can't allow that any time is 
loſt, that we newpr propoſed to fave : I 
own , that if Mr. Walker does not get 
through theſe hard Rocks by the latter 
end of May next, as he propoſed, then 
we may be ſaid to looſe all the time be- 
yond May; and yet if the Veins do 
happen to prove at laſt much richer than 
he propoſed, it will be no loſs-at all, but 
an Advantage. 

Dr. IT muſt beg leave on this occaſion 
to take notice, that I have obſerved all 
along in this Undertaking, a very great 
and particular Providence, beyond what 
1s common and ordinary in other Caſes ; 
I have had an account, by how many 
ſtrange accidental Occurrences theſeMines 
came to the knowledge, and afterwards 
to the management of thoſe Perſons, _ 

er 
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der whoſe. Hands the firſt part of this 
Undertaking did ſo wonderfully proſper. 
It was not without admiration that -1 
{aw ſo many Perſons of different Parties, 
Sexes, and Intereſts amongſt the old 
Partners, entirely agree to refer all their 
Controverſies and Law-Suits to the deter- 
mination of a Perſon that wis a meer 
8rranger'to them, when the difſene_ of 
any one Member had deſtroyed the whole 
Undertaking ; I ſay, the ſight of that 
Grand Settlement of the Mire- Adverture, 
tigned and Sealed by ſo many Perſons 
of different Qualities and Intereſts, di- 
fperſed over the whole Kingdom , did 
not raiſe jn- me a common or ordina- 
ry Notion of the thing. Neither was 
it without ſome wonder that I beheld 
fuch an Undertaking fet forth in'the 
dead time of a Long Vacation (when 
the Town was empty; and many monied 
Men gone into the Countsy ) to proſper 
to ſo high a degree, that Me. Neate: de- 
clared he never ſaw ſuch crowding for 
Subfcriptions before 3- That new Adven- 
eurers,0f 2}] Ranks and' Qualities, ould 
agree in the {ame* Opinion about it ; 
Eords, Biſhops, Members of Parliament, 
Divines, Merchants, and Lawyers in all 
Parts of the Kingdom : That all things 
that ſeem'd at firſt £o be'an obſtruction, 
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even the yery Differences 4n the Fanyly 
of the Praprictar, tended at. laft to the 
promoting of it; And therefore, I muſbcon» 
tes, F am inclined to believe that even 
this pasticular Accident af the hardneſs 
of the Rocks, will alſo: ({ome way: or &+ 
ther} tend to the Advantage of the Ln» 
kertaking. 113 21 
Ed. > l "i _- a —_——_ 
remarkable es m this-L ki 
and hefides what. you bave ntan 
the drawing af ig fo-very faar, the appro» 
priating ſa-conſiderable a part of the Bros 
fits ro Charitable uſes, the Eſtabliſhing ſq 
a Conſtituttep, the management of 
it with fa. nach Care and Exattneſy in 
relation to the Accaunts, and: with fuch 
Frugality as to the main Stock, the vigas 
rous proſecution of the Works, + and the 
great Pugchaſes ſo lately made by the 
Committee 3; all this.induces me ta have 
2 yery goed Qpintan of the Undertaking, 
thay it js falngded an an honeſt Bottom; 
and that it will:be pr us in time : 
Bus 3 confeſs, I can't underftand how the 
hardneſs of the Rock can tend to the 
Advantage of the Undertaking , unlefs 
by keeping in the Mineral- Feeder within 
the firm ſides, and fo making the Veins 


richer, as that Gentleman has obſerved. 


Dr, 
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Dr. My Lord, I humbly conceive that 
there is nothing can coaduce more to the 
advantage of any Undertaking then an en- 
tire Union and good Agreement amongſt 
the Partners; and there is no large Com- 

nies but may have ſome uneafie Mem- 

rs amongſt them z Now, is it not an 
Advantage to have them out ? 
* TA. A. I underſtand you, Sir ; and fo 
you fancy that this Noiſe about the hard- 
neſs of the Rocks , may make ſome un- 
eaſte impatient Members: fell out, and 
Men of better Temper come in their 
places. 4 
Dr. 1 doſo, my Lord ; and for my 
part, I have-never had any Apprehenfion 
that this Undertaking could any ways 
miſcarry, but by ſome difagreement a- 
mong(t the Partners. 

Merch. | hope there can be no manner 
of danger of that, ſince we have certain- 
ly as good a Conſtitution for the manage» 
ment of the Mines as any . Company in 
England can have, for indeed it is com- 
poſed of the beſt part of all their Con- 
ſtitutions, and I never ſaw any Compa- 
ny more unanimous in all my Life,which 
I confeſs is a'very great Encouragement 
- me to venture -my Money amongſt 
them. 


Ld. A. 
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Ld. 4. You know it is a Maxim, Cor- 
cordi# parve Res creſcunt, Diſcordid mag- 
ne dilabuntur ; 'tis all your Intereſts to 

reſerve this good Temper amongſt you : 
ot pray, Sir, is the Eſtate in Law of the 
Mines veſted in the Adventurers ? 

Merch. No, my Lord ;' the Eſtate it 
Law is veſted in Truſtees of great Wort 
and Integrity, who are to permit and 
ſuffer the Partners to receive the Profits, 
and (ito manage the Mines according to 
the Conſtitution before-mentioned. 

Ld. 4. That was well contrived. 

Merch. Nay, my Lord, we have been 
ſo careful to do every Perſon Right and 
Juſtice, that there is a Clauſe in the great 
Settlement, That in Caſe any Adventurer 
ſhall be in Debt, and ſuffer an Extent or 
Execution to come forth againſt him, that 
the Committee for the time being ſhall 
and may ſell and diſpoſe of ſuch Adven- 
turers Shares and Intereſt in the Mines, 
at the beſt Price that can be had on the 
Exchange for the ſame, and therewith pay 
off and diſcharge the ſaid Debt, the Gre 
ditor aſſigning his Security to the faid 
Committee. 

Ld. B. Well, Sir, T muſt own that 
am abundantly fatisfied that this isan ho- 
neſt Undertaking : But what do you, 
ſay to. my Lord's other Queſtion ? 

Do 
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Do you Watt fiv help fromthe LegW)a- 
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them greater (OHF.a preſent{ dan'tknow 
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ſome , Criminals condemned to Die 
for lelſer O ENCES, and order them to be 
Tranſported over Severn to work in the 
Mines. 
Dr. Sir I thank you for that Thought, 


certainly there 1s nothing could redound 
ttiore to the.honour of a Chriſtian King- 
dom than. ſuch a Law, whereby. the Souls 
of mnany Thouſands of Men may by the 
Grace .of God be-eternally ſaved, as well 
as their Bodies, from utter ruin and de- 
ſtriiftion._, a 
-Mereh, Bat beſides the Charity of ſuch 
a Law, there !is mo {mall Policy thetein:; 
for thereby [the ;Nation -woulil reap the 
benefic of 'thetr; Labour, .and the: poor 
;penitent Griminals be able to make foihe 
Atonement for their Crimes in-the:Servide 
of their:Native Country. 
id. H; Whit you tnention 4s a Law 
that atl-good Men world be very well 
-plraſed-with;biit-that we have got ſuch a 
TS horrible 


hink-fx to pals an Adt to fave the Lives 
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horrible Notion in Eglard 'of Slavery, 
that'I dovbt fuch a Law will never be 
carried in 'our Parhament. © .\ 

£4. B. Truly, my Lord, I amvof your 
Opinion; I believe it would never admit 

of a Debate ; the very Title of ſuch an 
Att to make Engliſh-men Slaves , would 
be [utficiecit to throw it out. of the Hlotife 
tpon the firſt Motion. | 

Dy. My Lord,I humbly beg teave, with 
all. Que ſubmiſſion to your Lot ps _ 
to diſcoutſe this Matter a ele Farther, I 
humbly hope your Lordſh es (Omen (oyeven 
will not throw it out wi 
fior{ be offended with ine for Selig is 

Si E love tits on this Occafion to your 

5%. nſideration. "4 
No, good Doftor z Pray'go on 

Kr, an ſay what you pleaſe. *.. * 

. My Lord, Tprefumie | that Sur No- 
ble T Iſh Patriots are n6t anory with 
meer Words or Soun?s,but With) ing 
Te((eff called Shawry ; that's; ithoy Who: 
that 'Abſoltite and Arbitrary Porrerwhich 
is uſed in other Coltritrey $6f edndeaming 
Men to'the Gallies for '1aitr Offences; 
butt can't think they'dv abhor| the Ravimte 
of an 'Engliſh-ran's Life, wen Hes con- 
demned to die. That Whith is ow pro- 
poſed, is not tomake Eng lifh-metvStaves 
that ate entittetl toiLiberty';' bee, 'on the 

con- 
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contrary , to ſave condemned Criminals 


(that have forfeited their Liberty) 'from 
the Slavery, both of Sin and Death.  . 


L4d.B. But you would ſtill make them 
Slaves to work at the Mines. 469 


Dr.My Lord,l would o ; but they are 
firſt dead in Law ; they have forfeited 
their Birth-right; they are no longer 
Engliſh-men ; they are condemned by the 
Laws of Ergland to die ; their Blood is 
Attainted, and the Law has no farther 
tenderneſs or regard for them. Can any 
Engliſb-man be in fear of ſuch a Law ? 
No certainly ; If he commits no Offence 
worthy of Death he is in no danger : if 
he does, he will be glad of ſuch a Deli- 
verance, to ſave his Life, to have time to 
Repent, and to live among Chriſtians in 
his own Country, where he will have a 
Chaplain to take care of his Soul, as well 
aS a Keeper of his Body. 

L4.4.1 proteſt the DoQtor diſtinguiſh- 
es very. well in this Caſe ; If Men would 
have patience to hear this Matter fairly de- 
bated, I can't think but they would have 
another Opinion of ſuch a Law then now 
they have z for (as the Doctor obſerves) 
the Thing we fear, is, That in Caſe of 
Miſdemeanors, or other {lighter Offences, 
inſtead of Fine and Impriſonment, or y 

v: uſual 
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other uſual- Corporal Puniſhment, - the 
Judges ſhould have power to condemn 
an Engliſh man to any ſort of Slavery, 
which would be of ill conſequence, for 
we are tender of our Liberty : But where 
there is no danger of looſing our Liberty, 
till a Man is firſt condemned: to die; and 
hath forfeited his Eſtate, Liberty, Life, 
and all, I think that alters the Caſe very 
much ; for this is to add Liberty to an 
Engliſh-man, not to takeit away , fince 
there is more Liberty in any Life, than in 
the dark Regions o: Death. 


Merch. Truly, my Lord, I think ſuch 
a Law conld never be more ſeaſonable 
then at this time. Our late War has ta- 
ken off many thouſand Mens Lives, the 
Country want Men for their neceſſary 
work of Husbandry, eſpecially in Har- 
veſt time, ahd if another War ſhould 
happen the King would want Son[diers ; 
and therefore for all Felonies and Lar- 
cenies without Benefit of Clergy, (except 
Treaſon and Murder) I think ſuch a Law 
would be of great advantage tothe Pub- 
lick, as I ſhall indeavour to demontiſtrate 
to your Lordſhip. 


Ld. B. 'T would be a great advantage 
to your Mines perhaps ; but I den't know 
whether it would be ſo great an advan- 

L tage 
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tage to the Publick, to have a Neſt of 
Rogues in the Kingdom. 

Dy. Hard Labgur will in time bring 
down the higheſt Spirits; and with God's 
blefling and good management in a 
Chriſtian Country, may bring them to a 
ſenſe of Religion and Vertue. 

Merch. My Lord, though I propoſe 
ſame advantage to the Mines by this Law, 
yet I propoſe more to his Majeſty and the 
Publick, if your Lordſhip pleaſe to hear 
me out. | 

Ld. A. Sir, le hear you very patient- 
ly in any thing far the advantage of his 
Majeſty andPublick, therefore pray go on. 

Merch. My Lord, [| propoſe that the 
Mine- Adventurers (ball pay an Acknow- 
ledgment to his Majeſty for every ſuch 
Criminal; that is to ſay, Whereas a 
Workman in that Country may deſerve 
Nine pence per day, I would divide that 
Nine pence into three parts, and ap- 
ply, Four pence per day to maintain the 
Criminal 1a Meat and Drink , Three 
pence per day to his Majeſty, and Two 
pence a day to the Company tor Clothes 
and other incident Charges z whereby 
his Majeſty would have an Annual Rent 
of Four pounds per 4». and upwards for 
each Criminal ; at which rate One thou. 
ſanJ4' Criminals would yield mo 

wg thou- 
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thouſand pounds per Arnnm, and Tea 
thouſand Criminals aboveForty thouſahd 
pounds per Anmrim. This is no con- 
—_— Income ; and im all the Mines 
of the whole Kingdom ſo tndty Met may 
eaſily be employed. | ge} 

£4. B. 1 proteſt I am brought over; I 
like this Motion very well z and I can't 
tell how far this Thovght may be impro- 
ved to many other purpoſes, as well as to 
the Mines, and bring tm a very great Reve- 
nue, and thereby become very advantagi- 
ous to the Pablick, and very agreeable ro 


the Parhament. 
Ld. A. Bat how would you be able to 


goverf ſuch-a multitude of Men,and keep 
them in good order. 

Merch. What has been done, may Fe 
done: Nay , what is now a&ually donv 
in Hungary and other places, may I hope 
be practiſed in this Kingdom.If once there 
was a diſpoſition to ſuch a Law,l prefume 
it would not be difficult to pen it ſo, as 
to provide again(t all Objections and In- 
conveniencies : and if Exgland ſhall get 
but the Moiety of what is got by ſuch a 
Law in Fhorgary, it would pleaſe both the? 
King and Parliament very well. The 
Mines in Hungary bring ina vaſt Revenne, 
and are worked by condertmed Criminals, 
or elſe they could not get a farthing pro- 
fit by them, La LA4.B. 
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Ld. B. But,.Sir, I queſtion whether 
this Puniſbment would be ſo great a Ter- 
ror to Offenders as Death. 

Merch, 1 preſume it will be a much 
greater Terror to Offenders ; for though 
when Death go_ and looks them 
in the Face, when the Terror of an Evil 
Conlcience, and Fears of greater Puniſh- 
ment in another World, mortifies their 
Spirits, and daunts their Courage, they 
would perhaps much rather work at the 
Mines, and have time to repent,then take 
a ſudden Leap in the Dark, under all 
thoſe Horrors and Amazements of s 
guilty Soul ; yet when Men are in the 
Vigour of their Youth, when their Spi- 
rits are high, their Courage. bold and 
daring, and they are brought to great 
Necellities and Want, and thereby grow 
deſperate, and are inveigled and drawn 
in by i!] Company, to a lewd and wick- 
ed Courſe of Life, they generally cry out 
for A merry Life and a ſhort one ;, they 
then look upon Death with an Atheiſtical 
Eye, without any Senſe or Horror of 
\Puniſhment in another World, and the 
pain of Hanging appears to be ſo incon» 
{iderable and ſo ſhort, that it cauſes no 
great Terror to them : But the Thoughts 
of being perpetually condemned to ſuch 
bard work as the Mines, where they mo 

© 


— "IF om 4 | _— ” * W 


az F £ @@ A M.A. - Goat. 0 » A... 


concerning the Mine-Adventure, 149 


be ſure to do all the moſt (laviſh , and 
aborious work ; Men that are uſed to 
Plenty and Eaſe will be extreamly ter- 
ried with ſuch a Thought-more then can 
be imagined ; it will ſeem as terrible tg 
them as to be hanged every day, and yet 
not to die and be eaſed of the pain. 

Ld. A. Truly, Sir, you have convin- 
ced me, | really believe it would be much 
more terrible : But however, becaule it is 
a new thing, | ſhould think it very ad- 
viſeable that ſuch a Law ſhould be Tem- 
porary at firſt, and then there can be no 
danger in-making a Trial of it. 

Merch. Nay, my Lord , Iam ſo very 
tender of propoſing any thing that 
ſhould be inconſiſtent with the Liberty 
of the Engliſh Nation , that I ſhould 
humbly propoſe that ſuch a Law ſhould 
be ſo penn'd, that for fear of any the 
leaſt Inconvenience, it ſhould ſtill be in 
the Election of his Majeſty, either to let 
ſuch Criminals ſuffer Death according to 
the uſual Judgment paſſed upon them , 
(which ſhould ſtill be the ſame as for- 
merly, without. alteration) or elſe (inſtead 
of Tranſportation'to the [dies ).to grant 
them aReprieve for working at the Mines, 
and then the Criminal, being- uncertain 
which Puniſhment might be inflicted up- 
on him, would be under a double Ter- 
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rar, bath of Death and of the Mines. _ 

Ld. B. Now you have made the thing 
ſo clear to me, rhat I can ſee no manner 
of Prejudice by it, firſt tro make _ , 
Law Temporary, then that the. Judgme 
be {till the ſame, quod ſuſpendatur per Ca 
lum, Ge. and only a Power granted to 
his Majeſty i in Capital Offences of a leſſer 
nature, ( inſtead of Tranſportation ) to 
grant a Reprieve (nota Pardon)for work- 
1g at the Mines, -c. his Majefty receiving 
fach an Annual Rent for every ſuch Cri- 
minal as aforeſaid, whilft 10 health and a- 
ble to work ; there can be nothing ſaid 
againſt this in. my judgment. 

'£4.4. Truly, my Lord, I think ſo; 
unleſs Hanging be a Priviledge inſepara- 
bly annexed to the Exgliſh > But what if 
a Criminal grow fickly and unable to 
work, how ſhall he then be. maintained ? 

Dr. My. Lord, by the Conſtitution of 
the Mine-Adventure , all aged and impo- 


| tent Miners and Labourers in their Ser- 


vice, ard to be maintained pur of the Pro- 
fi's of the Mines. 
£4. A. That is an extraordinary good 
thing indeed,” that thoſe who ſpend their 
Lives in'your Service, to make you rich, 
fhould not frarve themſelves 4-bat when- 
ever they ſhall grow impotent and uns- 
v!> to work, they may have 2 — 
If- 
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ble Subfiſtance provided for them. 

Merch. This was the Contrivance of 
our Steward, Mr. Walter, that has drawn 
us all into this Undertaking ; and this of 
ſaving of condemned Criminals to work 
at the Mines is my poor Thought, which I 
humbly fubmit to better Judgment. 

Dr. Whatever becomes of this Thought 
your good Intentions will be always had 
in remembrance , and if he that ſaves the 
Soul of one Sinner covers a multitude ot 
fins, what muſt ſuch a Law as this do, 
that tends to the faving of Thouſands ? 

Merch. 1 hope it will bring a Blefſhmg 
upon the whole Nation, upon his mot 
Sacred Majefty, the Right honourable the 
Houſe of Lords,npon all theCommons of Eng- 
land, and eſpecially npon their Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament, and npon all that have 
4 hand in it, and amongſt the rei# upon us 
and our Mines. 

Ld. 4. Well, Sir, this is a Propoſal 
worthy of Confideration, and IT hope in 
time it may be modell'd by our Judict- 
ous and Learned Senators and Patriots 
of their Country, into ſuch a Law as may 
be conſiſtent with the Liberty of the 
Engliſh Nation, as well as with the Chri- 
ſtianity and Charity of our Religion.Bur, 
pray Sir, isthere any thingelle you would 
defire that may contribute to make you a 
flouriſhing Company. L 4 Merch. 
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Merch. Nothing, at preſent, thatl can 
think of. AL 74nd, 
Dr. How, Sir ! Can you that have jult 
now beſtowed ſo good a Thought upon 
us, think of nothing more? . 
' Merch. NogSir 3 I-cannot think of more 
then four principal - things: required to 
make an Undertaking of this Nature pro- 
ſperous and ſuccelsful, viz. a Rich Mie, 
a Large Stock, Skilful Miners, and a Good 
Conſtitution ; and the. Gentleman I for- 
merly mentioned has taken care for us in 
every one of 'thele Particulars ; he has 
choſe a large Mine near the Sea, and a 
good Port, fully tried and approved ; he 
has contrived a way to raiſe, and allo to 
ſecure a large Stock for us to: the end of 
our Leiſe ; and by his Proviſion fax de- 
cay.d Workmen, he has encouraged able 
Miners to come over ta theſe Works from 
all Parts of the Kingdom. And rhen, as 
to the Conſtitution for the management of 
the Mines, T have had their Lordſhips en- 
tire Approbation, and therefore 1 can't 
(for my part) imagine what can now be 
wanting ta make this a flouriſhing Com- 
pany. 
* Dr. I am forry forit : You Merchants 
when you have; treighted' out a. ſtrong 
Ship ta Sea, have placed a good Maſter, a 
£kilful Pilate, and able ſtout won in 
by er, 
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her, are apt to think you have done your 
bufineſs, and that nothing more is requi- 
red ; But, Sir, I muſt beg leave to put 
you in mind , that after all there 'is one 
thing more which you have not yet men- 
tioned , without ' which all the reſt of 
your Politicks and Contrivances will not 
be of any value to you. 

Merch. Pray, Sir, what is that ? 

Dy. Really, Sir, I am much concern- 
ed you ſhould not be able to guels at it 
your ſelf. 

Merch. O, Sir, I preſume now I un- 
derſtand your meaning. Te affure you, 
Dottor, I could never forget ſo material 
a thing as is contain'd in the very firſt 
words in all our Charter Parties, Laſt Wills 
and Teſtaments; but to tell you the truth, 
I often forbear- to mention ſuch things 
in the Company of Great Men for fear of 
Cen(ure. 

[d.B. T1 am ſorry, yon ſhould be af- 
fraid, upon any account whatſoever, to 
own your dependance on a Divine Power 
and Providence,which has ſo highly pro- 
ſpered all. your Undertakings in other 
Matters; and as to us Lords, I muſt beg 
leave to retort your own Obſervation up- 
on you, That there js good and bad of all 
Profeſſions, Ranks and Qualities whatſo- 
ever : And Fle affure you, Sir, if we had 

| no 
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no other Reaſon to believe a Divine Pow- 
er and Providence, the Regular Produ- 
Qion of Mines under Ground is ſufficient 
to convince us of this Truth. 

Merch. I beg your Lordſhips pardon 
for my reſervednefs in this matter ; | muſt 
confeſs I have all the reaſon in the world 
to acknowledge a Divine Providence in 
all my Affairs, and I am ſure I have an 
entire dependance thereon for the Succeſs 
of this Undertaking, far I know by ex- 
perience, that the Race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the Baitle to the ſtrong , nor Riches to 
Men of Underſtanding, but the Almighty 
. diſpoleth every thing -as he ſeeth bet. 

Dr, I doubt not but the Charity out 
of theſe Mines will bring, a Bleſſing upon 
them, which will in a -reaſonable time 
convince the reſt ot this Nation concern'd 
in Mineral Works, that it will not be their 
Loſs, but their Intereſt, to appropriate a 
reaſonable Part of all their Gains (eſpe- 
cially of theſe hidden; Treaſures ) to the 
Service of their great Lord and Maſter, 
from whoſe Bounty they received them. 

Merch. A little njore time will open 
the Eyes of the World, and-ſet this Un- 
dertaking in its proper Light ;- but I pre- 
{ume it will now be. very agreeable to 
theſe Noble Lords to. propote an Ad- 
journmeat-, fox I doubt, we have ſo _ 
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_ their Lordſhips patience, that they will 
never care to hear any more of Mines af- 

ter this long Diſcourſe. _ 
'14.B. lam (© far from being tired, 
that I do aſſure you, Sir, Iam abundant- 
ly fatisfied with your Account of them. 

Merch.That is your goodnefs,my Lord; 
but I hope it appears by this time, that 
this Undertaking is not to be deſpiſed or 
treated with.too much negled, 

£4. B. You have had our Opinions of 
that already, and it's plain that it wants | 
tiothing to bring it into the higheſt Eſteem 
but to underſiaod ; it.is a new thing, 
arid really (ome that are concerned wit 
you, can give but an indifferent account 
of the matrer. 

Merch. Your Lordſhip has hinted atthe 
true Reaſon for that, becauſe it is a new 
thing , and very different from other 
Lndertakings, though they at firſt ſetting 
up might be as Jifficule to be underſtood 
as this z which being entangled by Diffe- 
rences among(t the old Partners , could 
not be reduced to any effeftual Method 
and Order without large Settlements,and 
a New Conſtitution. But I hope your 
Lordſbips underſtand it now pretty well, 

LA. B. I underſtand it ſo well, that I 
think every good Engliſh-man ought to 
alliſt and countenance your Underta- 
king. Ld. 4. 
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Ld. A. Traly, my Lord, I amof your 
Opinion, I think it 2 very Noble and a 
very Charitable Undertaking ; and that all 
that have any Love to their Natiye 
Country, or Charity for the” Poor, will 
both ſpeak and att in favour of it. 

Merch.1humbly thank your Lordſhips, 
I hope ſo too: I know what the Miniſters 
of Farce and Holland, and moſt other 
Countreys uſually do, on ſuch Occaſions, 
to encourage Adventures of this Nature ; 
and T doubt not but we have many wile 
and honourable Perſons in this Kingdom, 
who underſtand and wiſh well to the Pub- 
lick Good of this Nation, and' will not 
willingly ſuffer any private Intereſt to in- 
terpoſe, where the Publick is concern'd. 


The 
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The Conclufion from the 


- Precedent Diſcourle. 


6 Nev ys ſee the Nature of this Undertaking 
ully explain'd and ſet forth, and that not- 
withſtanding the drawing of Lots, bath been of 
Ie abuſed to ill purpoſes, and therefore diſat- 
lowed, yet in this Caſe it was not only allowable, 
but abſolutely neceſſary, and the means of eſta- 
bliſhing a conſiderable Gift to -charitable Uſes. 
And that the Mine-Adventure was drawn with 
all the fairneſs and exattneſs imaginable, to the 
entire ſatisfattion of all the Adventurers.lou ſee 
the ſincerity and good intentions of the firſt Un- 
dertakers fully demonſtrated ; "That they have 
in all reſpefs dealt very juſtly and bonourably 
by all the Partners concerned.lou ſee with what 
exattneſs the Accounts of this Company are kept. 
What care and pains hath been taken in compo- 
ſing and eſtabliſhing a Conflitution for the better 
management of the Mines.for doing Fuſtice,and 
preſerving Peace and Unity ang all the Part- 
ners. Tou obſerve what progreſs bas been made, 
both in the effefTual working of the Mines night 
and day, and in the ſmelting and refining of the 
Oar raiſed from the ſame, and what a great Pro- 
ft above all Charges zs mad: thereby,and that this 
7 done with all the good husbandry and manage- 
ment that an Undertaking of this Nature zs ca- 
pable of. 1ou may alſo perceive that we are not 
like to want Oar during our Leaſe, nor freſh 
Mines to pap our Stock at the end thereof. 
Tou ſee all the Objefions fully and fairly an- 
ſwered, and how falſe, frivolous and malicious 
many of them were : lou will from ow be 
etter 
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b able to j of the intrinſick value 
etter able to judge of the intrinſt of 


theſe Mines, an credit ought to be groen 
to the future Reports and Conparey malicious 
or ſelf-deſiening Men againſt this Publick Under- 
taking. Tou x” obſerve in what proporti- 
on the Aenuet Pre s of theſe Mines will pro- 
bably increaſe for ſome years, and conſequently 
by what fteps and degrees they will be continu- 
ally advancing towards the bigheft valuation 
and thereby you will the better know how to bal- 
lance your ap acicns and give your prefent 
and furure Inrereſt their juſt weight. Tow w/! 
alſo take notice from what has been difcourſed, 
how much Undertakings of this Nature may in 
t1me conduce to the publick good of the whole Na- 
1:on, and in particular towards gaining the bal- 
lance of Trade, eſpecially fince the higheſt vala- 
ation of theſe Mines does not ſeem improbable to 
Men of judgement, who have look'd into the Ac- 
counts of what Mines produce in other Countries. 

And therefore it is with all bunnlity and ſub- 
miſfron to better judgments conceroed, that the 
Narwre of thas Adventure being thus explained, 
t will not br very much for the honour or repu- 
tation of any true Engliſhman to oppoſe or dif- 
courage ſuch an Undertaking, where the Afven- 
turers cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to do any 
prejudice,but may do a great deal of good to 145 
Nation. 

However, ſince it _ that the imereſt of 
his Majeſty and the Publick is ſo much concern'd,' 
and that not only the Poor of Greenwich-Hoſpital 
but _— the great Corporations and Bo- 
roughs in England, will reap. advantage fron 
the proſperity of* the Mine-Adventure.: It cart 


be doubted, ut that our moſt graciowsSoverargn, 
and 
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and our Noble Senators and Patriots of their 
Country, will readily condeſcend to groe it any 
aſfftance and encouragement which they in their 
great Wiſdom andGoodneſs ſhall hereafter from 
time 10 time judge requiſite and proper , whoſe 
gracious Smiles and favourable Countenance will 
ſoon diſperſe thoſe thick and dark Clouds of Ig- 
norance and prroate Intereſt that over-ſpread 
this lower Region. 

And it is humbly hoped, that amongſt all his 
Majefties great and glorious Attions, 1t will be 
no diſhonour to the preſent Reign,nor to the ho- 
nourable Members of both Houſes of Parliament, 
that the glorious Att concerning Royal Mines, 
(that open'd a new Scene of conceal'd Treaſure 
to this Kingdom,) was paſſed in their time; nor 
that theſe Mines were the firft occafion,and this 
Undertaking the firft good Effet of that Pape 
Law ; eſpecially when it 1s obſerved that by the 
Induſtry of the Mine-Adventurers, ſome Addi- 
tion ſhall every day be made to the Publick Stock 
of the Nation in good Bullion , extratted out of 
our own Mines, and conſequently in time many 
Millions of good Sterling ſaved to this Nation, 
that was before totally loft , and in great mea- 
ſure enjoyed by Foreign Countries. 

"I is bumbly boped that it will be no diſhonour 
or prejudice 10 this Nationto 1mprove the-growth 
and manufattures of our own Country; not only 
by extratting the Silver out of Lead, as afore- 
Jaid, but by making Lytharge of Silver as um- 
verſal a Commodity a4 our Lead it ſelf, out of 
which it is made (10 our- ſhame) in other Nati- 
0Ns. 

This Undertaking is yet in its infancy, but if 
is has the honour t@ be- protetfcd in us juſt 
Rights, 
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Rights, and nurſed up by the Legiflatroe Pawer, 
with the ſal care that 4s generally afforded to 
all other the Natural Produtts of our own Coun- 
try, it is not doubtedbut the Fruit thereof will 
in a reaſonable time redound very much zotheir . 
Honour, as well as 10 the Profit of the King and 
Kingdom. | 

How many great and wonderful things are. 
often brought to paſs from ww: oe and deſpi- 
cable beginnings, zs obvious to all that either is - 
flow any time in reading what is done abroud, of 
obſerving what #s afted at home , and it is not 
impoſhble, nor perhaps improbable but ſome Men 
now in being may live to ſee this —_—_ of the 
Mine-Adventurers bring in more real intrinſick 
and ſubſtantial Profit to this Nation then any 
other Company whatſoever. However, this is 
moſt certain, that they will have no occaſion to 
carry any Silver of Bullion out of the Kingdom, 
as others do, and that they will always Trade in 
Staple Commodities that import their full value 
7nto England. I!'s no very eafie matter to judge 
of ſome Companies (though they make great 
Gains to themſelves, and vaſt Sums of Money 
do circulate through their hands ) whether the 
Nation gets by them or not ? but it's certain, 
that all that is gain'd and expended by this Com- 
pany, brings in a clear National Profit , for 
therr very Expences (as well as Gains ) circulate 
in our own Kingdom,and at the ſame time raiſe 
the Materials F a Staple Commodity out of the 
Earth, that employ great numbers of Men, Wo 
men, and Children, in the Manufalture thereof, 
and 1s all an Addition to the General and Fun- 
damental Stock of the Nation. 
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THE SECOND 


ABSTRACT 


OF THE 


State of. the MINES 


Bulchyr in Eck - Hhr ; 


From the 31ſt Day of Jarxary laſt, to 
the 3oth Day of April, E700. 


y—_— 


By Order of the Committee. 


The Committee have received an Account 
of the Mines to the Effect following : 


February the 3d. 
HAT Mr.Waler had ſet Four 
Men to Sink 100 Yards Weſt 
of the Bog-Work ; where they 
came at Two Yards deep to a Vein of 
Oar mixed with Vein-Stone Eight Foot 
wide. That he is raiſing Oar in the lit. 
tle North-Vein ; but when the Levels are 
up,he ſhall raiſe more Oar in a Day, than 
he can do now in a Month, and Two 


Thicds cheaper. 
M February 


( 2) 


| Riucy the 6th. - 
_ F the faid new Die REC 
not fink e r Water, 
till the bind Ree: carried. + Pr ut 5 Ne 
belieyes at the deepnels the. Level, t 
it will be a Jarger Vein thap.that _ ' 
called. The Grgat Vein ; car owey | 
had let & Bargain to: ew KI > oe , 
100 Tons of Oar ata ks s. per Ton, for 


ning te Ges & Walbing,” and, wa- 


_ t Merchanrabſe, 


"Fe braary the SS | 
That IM ng t te ſaid new Diſcovery _ 


did imprqy A 
Guinea for b& Peat - fe fe bt _ 
his Bar, ain. And 3 afropr .the ws. 
Day, + fame By i of 190 Tons * 
to Ne Pit ind Par ers, at 14 5, per 
Ton, the Vein! \xing than Gathered in- 
to a FO out batt VA rg 
an 110 Ws Pg Tr id 
04 be Fe Me ar 
Ven-a bt af; 1c Foy PWT OY 5 i 
Rip ir a i 
great F' EF CR 4; 


Veal \L at 628 (thew.-{£-.; 
mk © P Ve, Va 


nn 


Ta. 


Februgry the 19th.. . 
'Fhat the'New Diſcovery did mend in 
Sinkin downwards : We have i wow in 
the deepeft part For Fogt wide in firm Oar 
and we have opened it Tex Tards in length, 


February the 27th. 

That the New Diſcovery continued 
Four Foot wife in pure Oar, and top che 
moſt part Potters Oar, befides a rich Mix- 
ture of Oar and Vein-fſtone, and that ig 
did under-cyt in Oar into the Spar-Ri- 
der, which feemed to be the North-lide 
of the Vein ; ſo that I have Hopes, and 
not without Reafon, that the Spar- Ri- 
der, at the deepneſs of our Level, may be all 
Oar; For we have cut in one place a 
Foot into the Rider, and it is all Oar; 
but this Bog-Water proves a great Rin- 
drance to us. ite have Strings of 
rich Copper-Oar in Pqwel's Drift. 


March the 4th. 

In the new Work we are ſumping in 
Ozr, in arder to (ſet a Pump, till our 
Level is cqrried home to it. I am drefling 
up the old ſhallow Level to the great 


Work, in order to raiſe Qar there 3 and 


I am carrying up Curtis Drift to the new 
Work. ha; / 
: M 2 March 


(4) 
March the 12th. 
Curtis-Drift to the new Diſcovery goes 
very briskly forward. We continue 
ſumping in Oar in that Work, and dri- 
ving Stoups from the Sumps each way. 
We have cut Eighteen Inches into *e 
Spar-Rider, and have not reach'd the far 


fide of the Oar. 


x March the 19th. 
I hope to clear the great Work of Wa- 


ter in a ſhort time, and raiſe Oar there. 


Irt Curtis-Drift we find ſparks of Oar near 
100 Weight : I doubt not but this Clay 
Vein will prove a good Vein at the Deep- 
nefs of our Level. The new Work con- 
tinues to widen as we ſink downwards, 


Note, Theſe Letters do alſo give an Ac- 
count of the Progreſs made in all the Levels 
and Croſs-Nrifts, too long to be inſerted in 
this Abſtratt ; but this great Diſcovery is 
confirm'd by ſeveral hands, that is to fo 


Mr.D.Fones to Mr. T. Hawkins, Feb. 20. 
I have no more to add, but only the 
good News of a Noble Sight of Oar in the 
New Diſcovery , which I ſaw laſt Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Sym. Pryſe to Mr. Shiers, Feb. 20. 
There is a very Glorious Sight of Oar in 
ene 
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the New Diſcovery.——— Wiſhing Pro- 
ſperity to the Adventurers, Iam _ 
| Tour Humble Scruant, 
| Symon Pryſe, 


Wilkiam Pugh of Mathaverve, in the 


County of Montgomery, Elq; a Perſon of 


great Worth and Reputation, being obli- 
ged to come up to London, was pleaſed 
to ſend a skilful Artiſt in Mines to view 
this new Diſcovery ; with Orders that 
he ſhould write him ſuch an Account 
thereof as (if Occaſion were) he would 


'make Oath of the Truth thereof, where- 


ppon he ſent him this following Letter, 


To William Pugh, Eſq; 

STR, | 
| Boku according to your Order, on 

' Monday laſt, being the 19th Inſtant, 
at Byulchy-Eskir-Hyr , . where I had the 
Conveniency of taking a full View of the 
new Diſcovery there, which I found as 
followeth : 

- The Vein is 120 Yards Weſt of the 
Bogg-work, it is opened or bar'd Ten 
Yards in length, the top of the Qar at 
Three Foot deep from the Surface is a 
Foot Wide; it is half a Yard in a Rib 
of pure Oar, ſomewhat deeper, and in 
Jeſs then Nine Foot ſinking, it affords a 

M 3 Rib 
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Rib of very good Oar,. four Foot in 
Widenels, and ina wotd, Encreaſes ſell 

as they Sink, and the firm Sides open 
kindly : : The Oar is for the moſt part 
firm Potters Oar, two Inchces or there a- 
bouts of (mall grain'd Oar being mixed 
with it, which when cut. with a Kaite, 

Proves very mellow and ſoft as the other. 

'Fliis is a trve.and juſt . Account of the 
Work, which (it occa{ion required ) [ 
will make an Agidavit of, who have no 
Intereſt in. miſ-repreſenting things, nor 
any other deſign than to do right to the 
Truth, and to fatisfie you how the mat- 
ter really ſtands; | | | 


Sir, I oy. 
77 vr. moſt humble Seroant, 
Richard Morris, 


Thow Y it carmot be oubted but this 
will give 47 Satisfattign of the ttuth. of 
this matter; /ytat..the [reque(t of fome of 
the , Adveritutetd, Mr, David. Jones now 
in Lowdon, having made the following 
Aitidavit, #/%2s not thongfit fit tb ofic 
the fams:om this occation; :: 

Daztl Fires of che Parifh of Laubs-- 
darn Var; it the County of Giidigith. 
Gent. maketh. Oath, That on the {&tond / 
day 6f March laſt paft, he this 
rent. 6908 a0 10 the Mos of Dri: 

Es ir - 


gn} " $4 M $46 Jaz ' 4% 
E:kir-Dhr, in the County of Cardigan 


late Body? Pryſe, fe be- 
longing to Sir Humphrey Sfackwarth and 
Partners, and ( amongſt” othet' thitigs ) 
did there particularly view a new Work, 
Boe Ei os, ycty difcoverett in the 
ward from the great Work;- 

about pn he W, A fromthe 5 wi 
wark, . and did carefully meafure the (ai 
7en in the deepeſt, part thereof, A 


| found it to be three Yards eight Inches 


deep, or thereabouts, and four Foot 
thtee Inches broed in Oar ; and alfo, thit 
the ſaid Vein did gain one Foot more tn 
Oar into the Sparr-riderz and further, 
that the ſaid Vein of Oar, was then 0+ 
pened and bar'd to the Surface of the 
Ground, for ten Yards two Foot in 
length, or thereabouts, which was the 
Largeſt and moſt Glorious ſight of Oar that 
this Deponent ever ſaw or heard of, (6. 
near the Surface of the Ground ; and this 
Deponent further ſaith, that the Sample 
of the Oar lately dehvered by thts 1e- 
ponent to Sir Humphrey Mackworth at his 
Chambers-in Lizcolns-Izn, was taken yp. 
by this Deponent out of the Oar of ther 
ſaid Vein, and that he verily believes 
that the Gar in the faid Vein, will gene: 
rally hold as good as the ſame he lo de- 

I M 4 lrered 


'(&8") 
livered - to- Sir Mackwortlr , as 
pm gy 


David Jones 


Rich. Morris to W. Pugh, Eſq; March 24. 
| TE new Diſcovery at Bwlchyr-Eckir- 
2 Hyr widens downwards, and that 
which was bard Oar at the top, cuts out 
to good Potters Oar '; they will lengthen 
their work above donble in a ſhort-time. 


Mr. Wafer to the Committee, March 26. 
He new Diſcovery continues to wi- 
den downwards, and the: Spar- 

rider ander: cuts in:good Oar,: ſo that I 

continue my hopes, -that the -faid: Oar 

which is three Yards- wide will be all Oar 
at onr Level, for it is altered ſtrangely in 
four Yards driving ; it is all white Spar 
&t'.the Surface, and at four Yards deep, 
the Sun-ſide of it is very fine Oar near 
two Foot wide in ſome places. 

In Curtis Drift, the Sparks of Oar en- 
creaſe from one Hundred to two Hans 
dred weight' of fine Potters Oar ; this 

Vein is now above live Yards wide. -- © * 

« I am Timbering the Shaft to the Great 

Work, and ſhall raiſe Oar there as ſoon 
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(9) 
as Thave- it in Order have feht to 
Da for more Miners. _—— *' +? 
April the 2d.- | * 1-1 
Curtis-Vein continues its in large 
Lumps of pure Oar, -and they: ericreaſe 
upon us, ſo that I expett them in a ſhort 
time to take a ſetin a firm Rib of Oar. 
This Bog will prove 2 wonderful” rich 
Work ; the Vein is near fix Yards wide, 
and all throwne with Lumps of this fine 
Oar, and this is but ſeven Yards from 
the Surface, and we are going upon the 
Riſe of our Sills. 
 Ournew Diſcovery ſtill widens down- 
ward, we are troubled with Water and . 
caqnot'raiſe much Oar yet, but when 
Gertis-Drift is carried home to it, we 
ſhall then double and treble our Men in 
raiſing Oar there. 
| We have not half ſo much Water in 
the Great Work as we uſe to have, we 
think that the Weſt level hath met with 
ſome Crack in the Rocks that helps to 
drain it; I am Timbering yet in the Shaft 
and expett more MinerS.— 


April the gth. 

Curtis-Vein encreafes in Oar, the new 
Work -continnies to widen downward, 
and we have” firm Ribs 'of Oarin the 
Spar-riderz © when Cartiz-drift is up, that 
will be a rich Work indeed. | | F 


 (t®) 
C: Fell How 46 die Ofe ih 
the Gre W +16 new* 


come yet Man to. th 
ce erg Loh Th A f : 


a have Pho 

bra 4 great # ho ink ”. £ 

. Poly - OY Mal! my etfer td Got, 
mber of 'PatManietit;'- 

vin a6 Fcdith of the'Mihts t6 the Firth 

Effect 45 is ab6ve rhetttibo''sd. = 


Mr Welle to'the Corti ApHil” "yy 


by: Jarge Sparks. cones, in 
Curtis-drift towards.the new Wark, 
a: | will bp rge 264 Bel ing © ar at 
deepne(s of , our. Leve). The new 
Work continues to;encreaſe downward, 
t ar grows more Ze I | ah, pa 
y in_ the gr E have 
Ach Men - op. Mp In "i Fas ye 
we: have ſome mall parks of On, is 
we: near that” Vein : 
re i hand, I Canes we arc in i i 
0 ay Ved, and: when we are- in 
that Vein, we ſhall go briskly forward. 


Mr. Ca, Prys ME, D, Youer, Apr. I'7. 
Oat: = cog the Committee, 

orkgQcs- on Bravely,, 
I great Vein,"mends- upon jt 50 


doth le if the. new ' Vein which- was 
diſco» 


(nn) 
diſcovered at their going out of the Coun- 
try, and 1.hope by the. em the Maſters 
dome down, they willfind all the Works 
in good Method and Poſture, 


Me. Waller” ts the Committee in theſe 
words flowing, April 229. 1700. 


Ince mine of the 16th. I began a Shaft 
eight Yards North of the new Work, 
and on the-poitt where the large Sparks 
of Oar is got at ſeven Yards deep. But 
here at three Yards deep in this new 
Shaft we ſtrack apon the Quick Vein, fo 
that the bottom of it is, as if i wete pa- 
ved with good Potters Oat, and we have 
got no ſide of it, ſo what widneſs it 
will reach til} 1 ſee the fides. I eannot in- 
form you z we raiſed Oar of all fires, 
from a Stone to 200 weight, and ſorne 
ſo large we conld not fetnove till our 
Shaft is Tirhbered z this is what I expett- 
ed; for in mine of the 28; of April, I told” 
you we were going upon the riſe of onr 
Sills, f that I doadbt not bar we ſhall 
reach here where it will take its ſet, for 
here the Oar is gathered into one body, 
ard is raiſed with three Yards of the 
Sarfare,aa— "OO 


We 


cn) 


* We are Sumping and driving in the 
new Work 'in: good firm, mixed hard 
and ſoft Oar, ' and the Spar-rider : con- 
tinnes to under cut in Oar. I intend 
a Croſs-drift- from the New Shaft bot- 
tom, which will be eight Yards, and 
will clear the new Work of Water a- 
bout nine Yards deep —— 


\ I told yon in mine of the gth. of 4- 
pril, that I was begun to. ſink at (e ) 
in the Weſt Level ; we are got abqut ſe- 
ven Yards deep, and there we are come 
to Oar, it is not yetin a firm Rib, which 
a little ſinking will bring it to. *_ - 


We raiſe more Potters Oar out of the 
Great Work than formerly. It grows 
ſofter the deeper we go, and our IWWeſt 
Level will come thirty Yards under our 
Soles, ſo that it may be much ſofter at 
our Level ; however, we can raiſe it up- 
wards when our Levels comes up, as 
faſt as we pleaſe, or as faſt as it can be 
drawn. : -T- | 


The Weſt Level isnot ſo hard as it was, 
we have no other alteration in any._part 
mm” oo 


« As$ 
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As to raiſing of Oar, I have done 
what was poflible in. the Winter Time, 
the Water being (0 Mrgng pon us, .that 
we wete not able to hink- down our 
Sumps .till the Weather grows Warmer, 
that the Men may be able to work naked 
in the Water-; _ But as ſoon: as Curtis- 
Drift is driven home, and a Sump ſunk 
into the Level, and a few Stages made, 
I ſhall quickly make you amends. I 
have ſuch a glorious Sight before me, 
that I am in the Condition of Tartalus, 
and am reſolved to work Night and Day 
till T have cleared the Works of Water : 
But I hope, Patience will not be ſo great 
a Task now your Victory 1s.in Proſpeq, 
as it was before. We have lately raiſedOar 
in ſeveral Places, but till I have raiſed 
greater Quantities, did not think it worth 
while to dreſs it up and weigh it ; for 
when the Works are in Order, and the 
Water Conquered, I ſhall then raiſe more 
Oar in one Day, than I can now in one 
Month. 


T haveall Hands fully employed, and 
want more : And though, to pleaſe you, 
I do now raiſe Oar before the Works are 
in Order, yet you will have more Pro- 
fit from what is left, than from what is 

now 


Can) ... 
-urnb raiſed | before the; Levels are yp. 


2 Gear beg Four Pardon for this te- 
dious Lever; and hope you will believe 
mag 7G { 303 i 


1 Honoured 8TRS" | 
©” Hine Homeurs aveſs Obiliens, 
Humble Servant, 
Will. Waller: 


Mr. Twweer came in with his Ship 
laft Satxrday Night. | 


 Fhe 'Smelting and Refining at Neath, 
is-Ccarried on with all the Diligence and 
eate that can be expetted ; (everal Ships 
being employed to carry Oar to Coal,and 
Coal to Qar, round the South Coaſt of 
Wales. And ſome Improvements have 
been-lately made in the Art of ſeparating 
Silver from Lead ; which 'tis hoped will 
tend to the great Advantage of the Na- 
tion, as well as of this Company. 
Sir Ehumphry Mackworth has lately or- 
dered a Paiy of ſtrong Flood-Gates to be 


placed at the Mouth of the Canal lately 
Curt 


( 15.) 

cut by him from the River of Neath, 
whereby Veſſels of xoo Tons may come 
up and diſcharge at the Crane, within 
Four Hundred Yards of the Smelting and 
Refining-Houſes ; he has alſo ereCted a 
Red-Lead Mill, a large Court with a 
high Wall, a Compting-Houſe, and o- 
ther Conveniencies : And we have Two 
Ship-Loading of Lead and Lytharge rea- 
dy to come from Neath to Londox ; and 
have received an Account that the Ship 
called the Tichfield, Henry Gilbert Maſter, 
is failed from the Port of Neath, bound 
for Loxdon, and freighted with Lead and 
Lytharge of Lead, tor the Uſe of the 
Company. | 


This Account is ſuch as needs no Expla- 
nation,the Mines beginning now to ſpeak for 
themſelves, with more pou Arguments 
than can be expreſſed in Writing and the 
Committee having thus diſcharged their 
truſt by giving a true Relation of the Mat- 
ters of Fa, deleave every Adventurer to 
uſe his own Judgment in the ConſtruFion of 
them. 


By Order of the Committee. 
Fe. Pigat, $66 


